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Advent Through the Eyes of Mary                     Rev. Lynell M. Caudillo 
Luke 1:26-38 NIV                                                    December 5, 2021 
 
26In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a 
town in Galilee, 27to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant 
of David.  The virgin’s name was Mary.  28The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you 
who are highly favored!  The Lord is with you.” 
29Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might 
be.  30But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God.  
31You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus.  32He will be great 
and will be called the Son of the Most High.  The Lord God will give him the throne of his 
father David, 33and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never 
end.” 
34“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
35The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you.  So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.  36Even 
Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be 
unable to conceive is in her sixth month.  37For no word from God will ever fail.” 
38“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered.  “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then 
the angel left her. 
 
PRAY 
 
“Mom (or Dad) always liked you best!”   
“You’re the teacher’s pet!” 
Maybe you’ve been the subject of such an accusation, or you have said these words 
yourself! 
 
Whether we intend to or not, we often “play favorites”; giving more attention to one child 
than another.  This can be a good deal if you happen to be the favored one, but 
resentment can grow among siblings or classmates.   
 
For the second time in Luke’s gospel, Gabriel, God’s messenger appears.  This time Gabriel 
appears in an obscure, backwater village that the world had passed by.  Nazareth.  Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth? (John 1:46)  We’ll see. 
Stranger still, Gabriel greets a young teenage girl named Mary.  
“Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 
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What?  Who, me?  Who are you, to call me God’s favorite?   
29Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might 
be.  30But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 
 
Indeed, Mary is confused and disturbed by what she is seeing and hearing.  Yet Gabriel 
also offers words of assurance: there is no need to fear.  Easy for him to say!  To have 
attracted God’s attention and to warrant an angel visitation?  That is cause for concern! 
 
“The Lord is with you.” 
“Wait a minute.  I’m God’s favorite???”  “The Lord is with me?” 
 
To be so favored, means there is a corresponding responsibility that comes with this 
personalized attention.  I wonder if this isn’t a bit like saying: “I’ve got good news and bad 
news - which do you want to hear first?” 
 
But wait, Gabriel’s not done: 
31”You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus.  32He will be 
great and will be called the Son of the Most High.  The Lord God will give him the throne 
of his father David, 33and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his 
kingdom will never end.” 
 
God has a deal for you, Mary.  You’ll give birth to a Son!!  Is that good news or bad news?  
For Mary?  For Joseph?  For you and for me? 
Mary “wondered” (v.29).  What is happening here?  It is bewildering.  Astonishing.  
Strange.  Surprising.  Mary is trying to make sense of what is nonsensical!  She heard the 
messenger’s words, but they do not register. 
 
Is it good news that an unwed teenage girl will become pregnant?  It appears that Mary 
had an option here - to agree with God’s plan or not.  To become a parent - by birth or by 
choice/adoption - is a major life decision which inherently carries with it at least 18 years 
or more of responsibility! 
 
If Mary agrees to participate in God’s plan, she takes some significant risks: 
 
First, Mary risked rejection and disapproval of her immediate family.  She would bear 
the burden of bringing disgrace upon her family.  What would her parents think?  I like to 
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think that her parents would be compassionate and understanding.  That they would 
believe her story of this angelic encounter. 
Would you?  Would you believe a young teenage girl who became pregnant, and said, 
“God’s the father”???  I wonder… 
 
Secondly, Mary risked public disapproval.  No doubt, she would become the object of 
bitter gossip, shaming and shunning.  If her pregnancy came to term, she and the child 
would be outcasts, homeless and totally without resources.  
  
Thirdly, Mary risked a broken engagement.  Why should Joseph believe her?  Pregnancy 
was evidence of adultery, and grounds for divorce.  This would be bad enough, but if the 
letter of the law was followed?  Mary risked being stoned to death. (The penalty for 
adultery!) 
 
Mary put her life on the line—she risked her very own life!  Why would anyone take that 
risk?  Mary stands at the brink of adulthood.  Her entire future - and ours - hangs in the 
balance.  Will she? Won’t she?  Will she say YES and agree to cooperate with God?  Will 
she decline or accept this life-changing offer - that will change her life and ours for an 
eternity? 
 
“In short, Mary jeopardized everything that really matters - -family, reputation, love and 
marriage, financial security, and her own mortal life - in order to serve God.”  (Wesley 
Tracy) 
 
Given that context, Gabriel’s words: “FEAR NOT”, take on greater significance!  If Mary is 
in her right mind, and depending on the choice she makes, there is a LOT to fear! 
 
Mary is asked to make an impossible choice!  Saying NO to God’s proposal would be pretty 
gutsy.  To say YES, would defy reason.  
34“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
 
Mary is uneducated, but she is not ignorant.  She knows enough about human 
reproduction, to know that conception requires a contribution from the male of the 
species, in order for the female to conceive.  And she is a virgin! 
 
35The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you.  So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 
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Most expectant parents are happy to have a normal pregnancy and healthy baby, born 
without complications.  This is a tall order - and completely out of the control of any 
parents.  But this baby will be holy - meaning “set apart for a sacred purpose” - and he 
will be called the Son of God! 
 
In essence, Gabriel says: “It’s a God-thing.”  Trust your Creator to create anew in you, 
Mary, the One life that will give meaning to all the rest.  It is a mystery…!” 
There is no explaining it…it defies reason. 
 
The angel proclaims an amazing announcement that… 
No law of physics can explain, 
No scientist can hypothesize, 
No computer can predict. 
Quite beyond the boundaries of biology, God announces that the Messiah will be born of 
a virgin!  (Wesley Tracey) 
 
Indeed, it is a mystery to be held lightly, to be treasured, to be pondered, to be 
celebrated!   
 
As with the baby born to Zechariah and Elizabeth, God chooses the name and Gabriel 
announces it.  Mary’s son will be called Jesus, which means “Savior” or “God Saves”. 
 
36Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was 
said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 
 
It is as if Gabriel is showing his credentials: Look Mary, your elder cousin Elizabeth, the 
one who is way past childbearing age, is six months along in her own pregnancy!   
Only God can make the barren, bring forth new life!  It’s a God-thing! 
So, trust me, Mary.  IF God can do that for Elizabeth, God can do this for you! 
 
While Mary must “count the cost” and consider all the risks that are at play in this 
situation, did it ever occur to you that God also took a monumental risk in approaching 
Mary?? 
 
Mary is a young teenager, immature, at risk, living in what we would consider 
poverty…What is God doing, asking someone like her to bear God’s one and only Son?? 
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The text says nothing of her spiritual life, nothing about her “qualifications” for the job of 
“Mother of the Messiah”! 
God also took a risk, to entrust this role to this young woman. 
 
Mary responds: “I am the Lord’s servant.  May your word to me be fulfilled.” (v.38) 
She responds with an affirmation of trust.  Mary’s greatest gift to God and to us, is her 
availability!  She is willing to serve, to be sed by God as a vessel of creation and salvation.  
She is willing to risk...her life, her security...her future, all for love and in service to God! 
 
Gabriel ties it all up with a bow: 
37For no word from God will ever fail.” Also translated: 
“For with God nothing shall be impossible.” 
Really?  Nothing is impossible with God? 
 
When I first met Cindy Ehlke, she was a seminary student working fulltime as a nurse.  I 
was her liaison with the Committee on Preparation for Ministry, which has oversight of 
those seeking ordination to the Gospel ministry.  Going to graduate school parttime, while 
working fulltime is a daunting undertaking.  I recall several conversations with Cindy 
during which she was quite discouraged and despaired of ever completing her Master of 
Divinity degree.  No doubt there were times when she questioned God’s call, and she 
wanted to quit.  It seemed impossible.  But she persevered!   
 
What impossible situation do you face? 
An uncertain future?  Ongoing concerns about Covid and the economy?   
A chronic or uncertain health situation for yourself or a loved one? 
Perhaps you are grieving, and you wonder if your life will ever return to “normal”…  
Whatever it is that seems impossible, remember this: 
Like Mary, we worship and serve a promise-keeping God, whose name is “Emmanuel”, “I 
am with you”, and who makes the impossible possible! 
 
In God’s own time, in God’s own way, God does make the impossible, Possible.  That is 
the message of Advent!  That is Good News!   
 
PRAY 
 


