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And Now for the Rest of the Story 
 
By way of explanation, this sermon title is a byline of Paul Harvey, a reporter who 
broadcast news and commentary for decades.  His famous line is the title of my 
message, And Now for the Rest of the Story.  Here is a quote from an article written 
about him. 
 
“He was a master at connecting yesterday to the present and to tomorrow — he 
was an early proponent of drawing insight from the past in order to do better in 
the future.”  The same task confronts us today.  How will we interpret today’s very 
familiar scripture for our lives today, to gain insight into the purposes of the 
message as Matthew reports it?   
 
Our text for today contains many famous iconic references: Magi, dreams, the Star 
and angels.  Many explanations have been proposed over the years about how 
these events are to be interpreted.  Often, one writer’s explanations are debunked 
by another person of equal qualifications.  
 
Take, for example, the appearance of the star.  An astronomer Professor David 
Hughes, first published a review on the theories about the star in the 1970’s.  He is 
known as an expert on the subject.  What we know is that the Magi were 
Babylonian astronomers and astrologists.  They studied the stars and planets, 
interpreting the meaning behind cosmic events.  Anything unusual, such as this star 
would have been interpreted as an omen and the star’s bright appearance would 
have sent a clear message to the Magi.  Professor Hughes says the best explanation 
for this series of events is something known as a triple conjunction between Jupiter 
and Saturn; ie the two planets come close together.  This happens when you get an 
alignment between the Sun, the Earth, Jupiter and Saturn.  Usually you only get an 
event like this once every 900 years.  A second theory is that it was a very bright 
comet.  These are only two of many explanations for the star’s appearance.  
 
Regardless of the theory that makes the most sense to you and to me, its 
significance is tied more to the fact that it was unusual, unexpected and that it was 
a signal of something important happening.  It was a wake-up call that those who 
saw it were to pay attention.  As it turned out, the presence of the star served as a 
guide to the wise men and directed them to the birthplace of Jesus.    
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Now to return to the Scripture as reported in Matthew.  To gain a better 
understanding of the text, one needs to understand the point of view of Matthew. 
Throughout his gospel, Matthew repeatedly reinforces the idea that Jesus’ coming 
fulfills ancient prophesies.  Matthew stresses the connection between Jesus and 
the promises made to Israel, particularly to the kingship of David.  In three separate 
occasions in the text we heard today, the phrase “this was to fulfill what had been 
spoken.”  This explanation is one of the keys to gaining insight into this scripture; it 
is prophetic.  Something that is prophetic describes something that will happen in 
the future.  For us, this prophetic nature can still have implications for us.  The 
lessons we have learned and the gift of grace we have because of Jesus is timeless. 
 
Several times in this scripture, warnings appeared in dreams.  The Magi were 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod but returned to their own country by 
taking a different route.  The Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream to tell them to 
flee to Egypt because it was no longer safe to remain in Bethlehem.  After Herod 
died, Joseph had another dream saying it was time for them to go to the land of 
Israel.  But when they approached Israel, Joseph was warned once again not to 
complete the journey, but to go to Nazareth in Galilee.   
 
As with all of the explanations related to the appearance of the star, there are as 
many explanations about the nature of dreams.  For our purposes this day, there 
are two things that dreams did for the people in the text.  First, the dreams warn 
people not to do something.  A second related purpose is to encourage a person or 
persons to take some kind of action.  The common thread in the dreams was related 
to taking action.  In our call to worship this morning there were three responses to 
the worship statements: wake up, listen and act.  This could be a summary of the 
required responses to the dreams in the scripture.  The Magi paid attention and did 
not return to Herod.  Joseph upon waking from his dreams transported his family 
to Nazareth.  
 
These dreams are messages from God.  Now in our time, we could relate this to the 
activity of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit has been provided to us for giving 
direction for our lives.   
 
The question remains, what besides retelling the Christmas story are we to gain 
from this Scripture?  How will we take advantage of the lessons of the past as guides 
for our present and future?  First of all, we need to pay attention.  It takes discipline 
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to look again at familiar stories to see if we can glean new information.  One does 
not gain insights without making the effort.  Then we need to wake up to the 
information we have discovered.  Overcoming resistance is part of this process. 
What if we gain a message from God that we are to take some particular action 
that is new, challenging or difficult?  OOPs, are we supposed to act upon what we 
have been told?  The Magi and Joseph did what they were told.  They were obedient 
to the messages God sent to them.  The overall purpose was to protect Jesus from 
harm.  His life was destined for much greater things and the implications have had 
overwhelming effects upon all who came after him.  
 
What new life is going to be breathed into us individually and collectively?  
As I asked this question, a couple of examples came to mind about our responses 
to losing some treasured Calvary members.  On two occasions during worship I 
noticed members who would go sit next to a newly bereaved person, filling the 
empty chair that was beside that person.  It made such a strong impression upon 
me that I have shared that story to others outside of Calvary.  What if that has a 
ripple effect and influences others to do similar things?   
 
As we move into 2020, our church will be involved in two initiatives that can have 
far reaching effects.  One will be the series of sermons on conflict resolution.  These 
are the result of Pastor Lynell’s recent classes on the subject.  We would be naïve 
indeed if we think that because we are in church there will not be conflict.  
 
On the positive side, conflict properly handled, can lead to growth.  If we learn to 
be better listeners, we find that there are good points on both sides of a 
disagreement.  Then if compromise occurs, better actions are taken, and the results 
are good for everyone.  This is pretty basic, but it is harder to do it than repeat the 
information back.   
 
A second initiative that is already in progress is our community wide effort to find 
solutions for affordable housing.  The next discussion is scheduled for January 16th.  
 
Taken as a whole, we have the opportunity to be the magi who look at what the 
light is revealing to us.  Once the magi discovered the birthplace of Christ, they 
worshipped him.  The light, Christ himself, has come to direct us.  We too, should 
be fervently paying attention to what Jesus has to say to us.  Let us pray that we 
are awake, listening and have willing spirits to respond.  


