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22When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of Moses, Joseph and 
Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of the 
Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord”), 24and to offer a sacrifice in 
keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.” 
25Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout.  He 
was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him.  26It had been 
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s 
Messiah.  27Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts.  When the parents 
brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, 28Simeon 
took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 
29“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, 
you may now dismiss your servant in peace. 
30For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: 
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
and the glory of your people Israel.” 
33The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him.  34Then Simeon 
blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and 
rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35so that the thoughts 
of many hearts will be revealed.  And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 
36There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher.  She was 
very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37and then was 
a widow until she was eighty-four.  She never left the temple but worshiped night and 
day, fasting and praying.  38Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to 
God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of 
Jerusalem. 
 
Advent is a season of waiting, of preparation and anticipation of the coming of Christ.  On 
Christmas - Jesus’ birthday - we celebrate his first coming into our word - the Incarnation.  
Today we await Christ’s second coming, his return as the King of Glory! 
 
IF waiting were an Olympic event, how many of us would be contenders?  Gold, Silver or 
Bronze?  No takers??  If you are anything like me, you do NOT excel at waiting! 
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We become impatient…waiting in socially distanced lines - now 6 feet apart.  This time of 
year, we used to wait in lines to return or exchange items that had been wrapped up 
under the tree.  Waiting in doctor offices, waiting for medical test results, etc. those are 
the worst.  We even become restless waiting for traffic signals to change! 
 
I daresay, we are very impatient people!  We are accustomed to instant gratification, fast 
food, microwave meals and high-speed internet.  The idea of waiting - biblical waiting - is 
completely lost on us!  Yes, in fact, the concept of waiting, biblically, is not passive.  
Rather, Biblical waiting is something active - a way of being amid a season of life in which 
we are invited to Stop…Look…and Listen. 
 
Luke presents us with two role models in waiting: Simeon and Anna, both of whom are 
senior citizens!  So please, never let age be a factor in your thinking as to whether God 
can use you or not!  In Simeon and Anna, we find two faithful servants who grasp what it 
means to WAIT - not in the passive mode, but actively! 
 
These two people are engaged in the world - they are not too busy to STOP and 
WORSHIP…to LOOK and SEE what God is doing in their midst, and they are LISTENING to 
hear God speak into their lives and world. 
 
The pace of our lives, and the noisy world in which we live can easily deter us from 
“waiting” on the Lord in the same way that Simeon and Anna did.  What is the longest 
you have waited for something you deeply desired???  A year, Two?? Longer?  Imagine 
waiting for decades!  Or a Lifetime! 
 
Day after day, week after week, month after month, year after year…decade after 
decade… Simeon and Anna have worshipped regularly in the Temple.  They have 
stopped…Looked…and Listened. 
Sabbath after Sabbath, they have listened to God speak through the Old Testament 
prophets.  What have they heard? 
 
Among the prophets, surely, they heard these promises of God through the voice of the 
prophet Isaiah: 
“And then the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all people will see the salvation sent 
from God...” Isaiah 40:5 
“He says, “You will do more than restore the people of Israel to me.  I will make you a light 
to the Gentiles, and you will bring my salvation to the ends of the earth.” Isaiah 49:6 
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“Let the ruins of Jerusalem break into joyful song, for the Lord has comforted his people.  
He has redeemed Jerusalem.  The LORD has demonstrated his holy power before the eyes 
of all nations.  All the ends of the earth will see the victory of our God.” Isaiah 52:9-10 
 
Simeon, described as “righteous and devout”, and Anna, a widow who has taken up 
residence in the Temple - together they represent the “faithful Remnant” - a minority of 
faithful folk who live in accordance with prophetic teaching. 
Simeon “looked forward to the consolation of Israel”.  What are you “looking forward” 
for/to? 
Anna, at age 84, and many years a widow, was hopeful.  She had NOT lost hope that God 
would fulfill His promise and send the Messiah.  Fasting and praying were as much a part 
of her daily routine as breathing.   
 
So how can it be that both Simeon and Anna are both “in the right place at the right 
time”?  Of all days and times, how did they know that Joseph and Mary were going to 
show up with 6-week-old Jesus on that particular Sabbath at the 10 o’clock service??  It 
was not announced in worship the week before!  How did they know??? 
 
In Simeon’s case, it is noted by Luke that he was “guided by the Holy Spirit”!  In fact, the 
Holy Spirit is mentioned 3 times in 3 verses!  Hmm, that must be significant, do you 
think?? 
 
Not only did the scriptures inform their vision, if you will, they knew what to look for - but 
the Holy Spirit guided them. 
Jesus himself would later explain the work of the Holy Spirit during his ministry - John 
14:26 
“…the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all 
things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.” 
Perhaps their senses were sharper, their vision keener to what God was doing in their 
midst… 
 
Imagine a crowded church with lots of people milling about…There are a number of young 
couples with babies.  How did Simeon and Anna know that THIS couple, and more to the 
point, THIS infant boy child was indeed, the long-awaited consolation of Israel, the 
redemption of Jerusalem??? 
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Several years ago, during the holidays, BMW had a television commercial featuring the 
advertising slogan: “Season to drop a hint”.  In it, a young couple are hanging up Christmas 
lights on the exterior of their home.  When they plug the lights in, the camera pans across 
the front of the house.  A HUGE arrow emblazoned with lights, points to the garage.  The 
unspoken message?  “Park that new BMW right here!” 
 
In a similar way, the Holy Spirit points to Jesus!  Dale Bruner, now retired NT Professor 
from Whitworth University, wrote a book on the Holy Spirit, with the subtitle: Shy 
member of the Trinity.  The Holy Spirit is “shy” because its sole purpose is NOT to bring 
attention to itself.  Rather the primary purpose of the HS is to point to Jesus, to point out 
to anyone who is paying attention: “HERE IS GOD’S CHOSEN ONE!  JESUS, HE’S The ONE!” 
 
Picture old Simeon with the baby in his arms.  He stands, giddy with joy, as the baby 
reaches out to touch the strands of his gray beard.  Perhaps he is simply lost in wonder.  
Then he says: Enough!  This is enough - he has seen God’s long-awaited salvation and now 
he can die in peace. 
 
But what has he seen, really?  Just a tiny infant in his arms, a powerless, speechless 
newcomer to the world.  Whatever salvation this baby might work, it is still only a promise 
and a hope; Little has happened yet.  Herod still sits on his thrown.  Caesar governs from 
Rome.  The world looks just as it did before this baby was born. 
 
Simeon holds the future in his hands.  He has seen and touched it.  In wonder and 
gratitude, he is satisfied. 
 
Elderly Anna, enters the joy of the moment, offering praise and proclamation, in the 
prophetic tradition.  She will tell anyone and everyone about this baby. 
 
I wonder…how many people listened?  A powerless, human infant is going to redeem 
Israel and overthrow the Roman oppressors?!  Sure, Lady.  Go home and knit some baby 
booties!  It is easy to dismiss an old woman. 
 
What sets Simeon and Anna apart?  They had been looking and listening.  They were 
paying attention.  They were tuned in when others were tuned out!  They lived and waited 
in anticipation and expectation…they did not give up hope! 
 
What might we learn from these two “role models in waiting”? 
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Active (vs. passive) waiting involves, stopping to worship, where we LISTEN for God’s 
voices.  Where will we hear God speak?  In God’s Word, as we read and reflect on it.  
Reflection requires time.  Stop.  Look. Listen. 
 
Stop - to ruminate to reflect, to turn over in your mind what you have read or heard.  One 
cannot reflect in a hurry!  Reflection does not work that way, it requires slowing 
waaaaaaaaaaaaaaaay dowwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwn.  If not stopping altogether.  
(“instant reflection” is an ocymoron!) 
 
LOOKING - involves more than our eyes or physical vision but the “eyes of our hearts’ our 
intuition.  Looking uses all our senses.  Looking involves developing and sharpening our 
ways of perceiving what God is doing, ….rather like tuning into a particular channel on a 
radio.  It involves allowing the Holy Spirit to help us discern God’s activity in our midst. 
 
LISTENING for the Incarnate Word, Jesus to speak to us not only through the written 
Word, but through other people as well as through circumstances.  The question is: We 
may hear, but are we listening? 
 
I can hear my own mother’s voice saying to me: “It goes in one ear and out the other…OR, 
If I’ve said it once, I’ve said it a hundred times…”!  In other words, often we know what 
we should do, but often what we do, are two different things!  So, the challenge for us as 
we move forward is this: Pay Attention. Be Intentional. Stop…Look…and Listen. 
 
Jesus frequently concluded a parable or message with these words: ‘Whoever has ears to 
hear, let them hear.’  He said this, not because the public address system was on the fritz 
that day or because he was getting laryngitis.  Rather he said it because thousands of 
people heard Jesus preach and teach…yet many went away having heard, but not having 
heard! 
 
As we anticipate Jesus’ second coming, may we be inspired by Simeon and Anna - 
paragons of perseverance - their waiting was rewarded!   
The fulfillment of God’s promises was worth waiting for then, it is worth waiting for now! 
I would hate to miss out on something of significance that God is doing in our midst 
because I failed to…STOP…LOOK…and LISTEN! 
 
Pray. 


