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Christmas: Through the Eyes of the Shepherds     12/19/2021 
Luke 2:8-20                Pastor Cindy Ehlke & Elder Troy Couch 
 
The depiction of the angels visiting the shepherds is found only in the Gospel of 
Luke.  One possible explanation is that Luke was a gentile and was recalling the 
events of Christ’s birth as intended for a wide range of people.  The shepherds were 
not usually seen in a very positive light by others.  They were looked down upon, 
seen as persons who made use of other people’s land to graze the sheep and, by 
our modern terms, were homeless.  The fact that the angels make an appearance 
to them and point the way to Bethlehem is significant.  An angelic appearance is 
out of the ordinary and means that their message was very important.   
 
Second, it strongly conveys that the gift of Jesus is for all people.  The angel says I 
am bringing you good news that will be a great joy to the people.  And notice that 
the angel says to them “Your Savior…” 
 
The response of the shepherds to the angelic message is significant.  They speak 
among themselves and make the decision to go to Bethlehem to “see this thing 
that has happened which the Lord has told us about.”  When they saw Jesus in the 
manger, they did not hesitate to tell others what the angels had said about the 
child.  When they returned to the sheepfolds, they were praising God and thanking 
him for what they had seen and heard.  It was a life-changing event.  
 
In the “Message” by Eugene Peterson, he describes Luke as a champion of the 
outsider. “An outsider himself, the only Gentile in an all-Jewish cast of New 
Testament writers, he shows how Jesus includes those who typically were treated 
as outsiders by the religious establishment of the day…  As Luke tells the story, 
those of us who have found ourselves on the outside looking in on life with no hope 
of gaining entrance… now find the doors wide open, found and welcomed by God 
in Jesus.” 
 
It is interesting to reflect upon the various paths and or persons who are given this 
message about Jesus.  We have the lower-class shepherds.  Then Joseph and Mary 
who we may understand as the average working class people.  And the Magi, the 
more wealthy and highly regarded men from the east.  They are often referred to 
as distinguished foreigners.  If we consider the gifts they brought with them, gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh, this underscores their elevated social status.  The wide 
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range of persons to whom this message is given really reinforces the message that 
Jesus is for all of us.  
 
Another consistent theme in Luke is that he conveys the message of liberation or 
salvation.  The central theme is liberation from whatever hinders a person from full 
enjoyment of the blessings of God.  It is fitting that today we have lighted the candle 
for joy.  Like the persons who heard from the angels we too, can experience the 
wonder and joy of Jesus’ birth as a significant event in our lives.  Another way to 
see this message of salvation is to say it is healing.  We are healed from those things 
that hinder us from full enjoyment in life. 
 
Troy’s message 
I would like to focus on verse 14 this morning, “Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.”  This short hymn is called the Gloria 
in Excelsis Deo which you might recognize from the hymn “angels we have heard 
on high” which we sing this time of year and will be singing after this message. 
Choirs and carolers sing in churches, or as they walk around town on street corners 
singing about the message that was given to the shepherds. It comes from the Latin 
meaning “Glory to God in the highest”.   
 
Now, to give “glory to God” does not mean to give him something he otherwise 
lacks.  Rather, it is a confession of the wondrous glory he forever possesses and 
emanates.  The angel and heavenly hosts are glorifying him in recognition and 
acknowledgment of His Wisdom for conceiving this plan of salvation, Gods 
Faithfulness in fulfilling scripture and his promise, and Gods Power and 
omnipotence to carry it out.  That’s what they are giving glory to. They offer this 
glory to God in “the highest”, a reference to the heavenly place he resides. Glory to 
God in the highest, Gloria in excelsis deo. 
 
The next part, “on earth peace to men” is not saying “peace on earth”.  The Roman 
empire at that time was complete and absolute.  They ruled the entire known world 
from corner to corner.  It was known as the “Pax Romana”, (Roman peace).  There 
were no more enemies to be conquered, no more wars to be fought.  In essence 
there was “World Peace” through strength and fear.  But this is not the peace the 
Angel was speaking of.  They were speaking of a peace of mind and soul.  A peace 
that is only made possible by the savior.  Jesus would provide reconciliation with 
God and conquer death for us.  It is through Christ that we receive life everlasting.  
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Therefore, this peace is the peace that comes from not fearing death, from not 
being bound to worldly problems, from having the promise of eternal life in God’s 
kingdom.  The peace that comes with being comforted in times of trouble, and 
knowing that Jesus walks with you, alongside of you and sometimes carries you 
through your most difficult times in life.  This is the peace that the angels are saying 
has come to earth.  This is the peace that Jesus is the prince of.  The angel and hosts 
are declaring that the Prince of Peace has now arrived on earth, God himself, is now 
among us, Emanuel.  
 
However, this peace is no for all mankind.  It is available to all who want it, but not 
all will choose to accept it.  The angel states that this peace comes “on all whom 
his favor rests” or with whom he is pleased.   
 
The first step is to accept that Christ is the path to this peace.  This pleases God 
more than anything because it reconciles our relationship with him.  We are able 
to have a very real relationship with God because of our acceptance of Christ and 
his salvation.  I started looking at what else we do that pleases God and the holy 
spirit led me to the Lord’s prayer.  Here was Jesus himself, in response to the 
question “how shall we pray?”, laying out a list or plan, you might say, of things 
that please God. First, “Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name”.  God 
is pleased when we recognize who we are talking to and give glory to him just as 
the angel did with the shepherds.   
 
Daily recognizing and even bowing before God is a good way to get on Gods good 
side. Second, “Thy Kingdome come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven”.  
Here is a big one, sacrificing you will to his will.  God wants you to have peace and 
be happy; and he knows the best way for you to get there.  The problem is, we think 
we know better than God. Listening for and submitting to his will for your life is 
very pleasing to God and is the shortest road to peace.  “Give us this day….”  
Recognizing that everything we have comes from God and his grace pleases him.   
 
Put aside your pride, stop saying you have done well for yourself.  It was all him. 
“Forgive us our debts…”  Asking for forgiveness shows God we know we need the 
savior that he provided and extending that forgiveness to others pleases Him.  If 
you want to please God and experience the peace that accepting Jesus Christ 
provides, then live this prayer.  
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This is what the angel and heavenly hosts were announcing.  God has a glorious 
plan, not only to save us for eternity, but to provide us with peace on this earth 
until then if we are willing to accept it and live his way.  Not under a bunch of rules 
to control us like the Romans, but to guide us to a life of peaceful living in 
relationship with him. 
 
As we close our message, it is useful to think of crossing a bridge.  On the one side 
the first witnesses to this miraculous event are encouraging us to move forward. 
We are invited to follow the path that leads to Bethlehem.  Will we do as the 
shepherds and go see this thing that has happened?  It as if the early witnesses are 
calling out to us “what are you waiting for?  Then those who are already followers 
are bidding us to come on over.  We are invited to express our faith by following 
Jesus.  
As an encouragement, we have the warmth of God’s love that can thaw our 
reluctance or our “frozen attitudes.”  Like the shepherds, we will be glad we follow 
the angel’s invitation to go to Bethlehem.  


