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Advent: Through the Eyes of Joseph         Rev. Lynell M. Caudillo 
Matthew 1:18-25, 2:13-15, 19-23                         December 12, 2021 
 
18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way.  When his mother Mary 
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be 
with child from the Holy Spirit.  19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and 
unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly.  20But just 
when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 
and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the 
child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  21She will bear a son, and you are to 
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”  22All this took place to 
fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him 
Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” 
24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; 
he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until she had borne 
a son; and he named him Jesus. 
 
Matthew 2:13-15 
13Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and 
said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there 
until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”  14Then 
Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, 15and 
remained there until the death of Herod.  This was to fulfill what had been spoken 
by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” 
 
19When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph 
in Egypt and said, 20“Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of 
Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.”  21Then Joseph got up, 
took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel.  22But when he heard 
that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to 
go there.  And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of 
Galilee.  23There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had 
been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a 
Nazorean.” 
 
PRAY 
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I think it is natural and universal for every expectant parent to wonder and have 
concerns about the kind of world their child will be born into.... 
 
A poll of expectant parents indicated that one third fear their child will be injured 
in an accident, and one fourth of parents fear their child will be harmed in some 
way, and not feel safe in the world. 
 
I wonder: Did Joseph share these same concerns?  
 
Joseph is the patriarch of the Holy Family, the earthly father of Jesus. 
Joseph is somewhat of an enigma.  He is referred to by the Gospel writer, in the 
third person.  We are told about events involving Joseph but remain in the dark 
about what Joseph's thoughts were about all that was happening to him. 
 
Not one word from the lips of Joseph is recorded.  He is the epitome of "the strong, 
silent type"! 
However, if "actions speak louder than words", Joseph speaks eloquently! 
 
In some sense, the story of Jesus' birth has been domesticated, "tamed.”  We see 
idyllic depictions of the nativity on Christmas cards, we sing about it in carols, and 
yes perhaps we even perpetuate this idealism in our lovely manger scenes set up 
here in the sanctuary.  
 
These fail to depict the raw emotion of a teenage mother and a broken 
engagement, the rustic reality of giving birth in a barn, let alone the trauma and 
terror of becoming refugees fleeing a despotic ruler. 
 
Let's start with the engagement of Joseph and Mary.  In their culture, marriage 
involved a two-step process. 
 
First was the betrothal, which took place over a 12-month period during which the 
bride and groom often did not see one another.  Betrothal constituted a legal 
contract between the two families, which involved the payment of a dowry.  To 
break a betrothal or engagement of this kind, required a divorce.  At the one-year 
mark, the couple would formalize their relationship with a ceremony and 
celebration, after which the groom would take his bride into his home (1:20,24).  
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For all intents and purposes, Joseph and Mary were married, but had not yet 
consummated their union. 
 
The drama of our text (v.18-25) takes place between these two events, the 
betrothal, and the marriage ceremony.  Upon hearing that Mary is pregnant, Joseph 
assumes the obvious: she has broken the marriage contract, she has committed 
adultery.  At best, this is grounds for divorce, at worst, grounds for stoning. 
 
Joseph is described as a "righteous" man; one whose life is lived in accordance with 
the OT law, who strives to live in "right" relationship with God and with others.  This 
is demonstrated in his desire to "divorce her quietly" as he is unwilling to expose 
her to public disgrace.  In some respects, Joseph had little choice given the law and 
the culture of which he was a part. 
 
While there is nothing explicit in the text, if we attempt to put ourselves in Joseph's 
sandals, we realize he must have experienced deep distress and disappointment, 
in addition to a sense of betrayal.  His hope for a "normal" family life is shattered. 
He is heart-broken.  Stay with those emotions for a moment.... 
 
Under such circumstances, enveloped by these devastating emotions, Joseph must 
make some monumental decisions. 
He was sleeping - soundly or restlessly, one wonders - when in a dream, an angel 
communicates with him: 
20 ...“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  21She will bear a son, and you are to name 
him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”  
 
How’s that for a dream??!! 
Dreams can be powerful.  In this instance, God uses a dream to communicate with 
Joseph.  Upon awakening, Joseph gets up and obeys the angel, apparently without 
questioning.  In this regard, we see Joseph is consistent.  His theme song could be 
"Trust and Obey", for that is exactly what he does. 
 
Did Joseph have doubts?  Did he have questions?  Did he wonder about the wisdom 
of marrying this young pregnant teenager, given the complexities of the situation?  
Given the fact that this is a ‘shame based’ culture, Joseph’s reputation and future 
would then forever be linked with Mary's.  
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As we saw in the birth of a son to Zechariah and Elizabeth, it was the father’s 
prerogative to name his offspring.  But Joseph followed the angel’s instructions.  
Did he question - even for a minute - the meaning of this name, "Jesus"?  It is 
saturated with significant meaning, "Savior"!  
 
What does all of this mean? 
 
Matthew adds for our sake: 
22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him 
Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” 
 
At least three times in these verses, Matthew refers to the fulfillment of an OT 
prophecy related to the coming of the Messiah (1:22, 2:15, 23).   
This is to emphasize that God is a promise-keeping God. 
 
This child will be unlike all others.  This child bears not only God's image, as we all 
do.  This child, in nature, character and personality, is both human and divine.  The 
incarnation is a mystery to be held lightly, to be accepted by faith - even as both 
Joseph and Mary accepted it. 
 
We learn more about Joseph when we fast forward to chapter 2 where after the 
visit and departure of the magi, Herod the Great mounts an effort to eliminate 
(assassinate!) all baby boys under the age of two.  This impending disaster is not 
reported in the Bethlehem Times, but… 
"... an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the 
child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod 
is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” (2:13) 
 
Think for a moment of how disturbing this message would be!  At this point the 
baby Jesus might in fact, be a toddler.  Mary and Joseph have begun to settle into 
a routine of family life when they receive this threatening news.  Jesus' life is in 
mortal danger!! 
 
Joseph takes this warning seriously.  Immediately he moves into action! 
Again, Joseph demonstrates trust and obedience. 
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I shudder to think how horrific it would be to receive such news - how unbelievably 
frightening! 
 
Once again, Joseph and Mary must quickly they pack what they can carry, and likely 
they leave on foot for Egypt.  There is no Uber to be called, not even a stroller to 
be had.  This is an arduous journey to undertake under any circumstances.  They 
depart, under the cover of darkness.  
 
Not unlike some people in our world today… 
Suddenly and unexpectedly, Joseph and his family become refugees.  They leave 
behind all that is familiar: their home, family, neighbors.  They leave their means of 
support, Joseph’s carpentry work.  Imagine if you will, having everything change so 
radically.  Joseph no doubt felt powerless in the face of the tyranny of Herod.    
 
As refugees, they likely felt grief over all that was lost, fear in the face of danger 
and the threat on their son’s life.  To be displaced and forced to rely on the 
goodness of others for their very basic needs would have been a dramatic shift and 
difficult to accept. 
 
Joseph proceeded, to trust and obey.  He’s counting on the fact that this experience 
of exile will be temporary.  The angel promises to tell them when it is safe to return, 
and sure enough, he does!   
 
19When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph 
in Egypt and said, 20“Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of 
Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” 
 
Making the decision to return did not exempt this family from danger. Herod’s son 
had stepped into power and was a viable threat.  Joseph wisely returned but settled 
in Nazareth in Galilee.  Joseph and Mary were starting over yet again.  
 
I think it safe to say, that all of us that have had the experience of relocating.  
Moving is a big deal!  Under the best of circumstances, the experience of moving is 
disruptive and disorienting.  We must leave behind some things and people who 
are precious to us.  We grieve what is lost, as life changes.  Adding in the “fear 
factor” and the threat on the life of their son, we can only imagine how the stress 
of all this moving is magnified several times over, for Joseph and Mary.  Yet we see 
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in the life of Joseph, one who models a life of a diligent disciple.  He trusts and 
obeys God’s message at every turn.  
 
Imagine if he had not done so!  Jesus might not have lived to maturity!!   
But God’s in control.  God’s plan for the coming of the Savior, will not be thwarted.  
No doubt Joseph carried in his heart, questions, disappointment, and anxiety, if not 
outright fear.  These were eased/mitigated by a deep, unshakeable confidence in 
the One who is for us all, Emmanuel, the “with-us-God”. 
 
God is ever faithful to Joseph, the chosen earthly father of Jesus; and likewise, 
Joseph is equally faithful to God.  His actions speak louder than any words he could 
ever say.  Joseph trusts and obeys.   
 
Whatever our situation - whatever disappointment, change, or loss we may be 
experiencing, the promise of God is to be with us.  
 
We do not know what the future holds, but we know the One who holds the future!  
Therefore, …may we, like Joseph, “trust and obey”. 
 
Pray 


