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A Legacy of Love: Ruth and Boaz         Rev. Lynell M. Caudillo 
Matthew 1:1-6 and Selected, Ruth    Second Sunday of Advent, 12-8-2019 
 
Introduction: What is remarkable about Matthew’s genealogy is that four women 
are included.  Given the context of an ancient, patriarchal culture, this is highly 
unusual.  
The first is Tamar, whose twin sons are fathered by Judah, her father in law. 
Next, is Rahab.  Rahab was a prostitute in Jericho, who believed in Israel’s God, and 
helped the Israelite spies escape capture. In doing so, God saved her and her family 
when Jericho fell.  She is the mother of Boaz, who figures in the story of Ruth, who 
is the third woman named in Jesus’ genealogy. 
Another significant fact?  None of these women are Hebrew, all are 
foreigners/outsiders, or Canaanites. 
Finally, of course, the fourth woman named, is Jesus’ mother, Mary. 
 
MATTHEW 1:1-6 
This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the son of Abraham: 
2Abraham was the father of Isaac, 
Isaac the father of Jacob, 
Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, 
3Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar, 
Perez the father of Hezron, 
Hezron the father of Ram, 
4Ram the father of Amminadab, 
Amminadab the father of Nahshon, 
Nahshon the father of Salmon, 
5Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab, 
Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth, 
Obed the father of Jesse, 
6and Jesse the father of King David. 
 
A word about the status of women in ancient patriarchal culture: They have little 
or no status, are considered “property”.  Their highest value is in producing male 
children who then guarantee the family line. 
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Single women were vulnerable—without the “protective custody” of a 
father/husband or brother, a woman was at risk—often without food, shelter, or 
means to provide for oneself and/or minor children. 
 
This is where the practice of gleaning enters the story of Ruth. 
Also, the ancient Hebrews had a custom called Levirite marriage—it was a way of 
providing for widows.  On the death of a husband, the nearest male relative—
usually a brother of the deceased—would “marry” and take the widow into his 
household.  Sometimes this was to ensure a male heir who would inherit the 
land/property.  But it also provided for widow, since there was no welfare system 
as we know it today. 
 
Naomi and her husband Elimelech, were from Bethlehem.  When a famine made 
life difficult, they became refugees.  In Moab, their two sons married Moabite 
women.  In time, Naomi’s husband dies; soon after her two sons also die.  These 
three widows are in a very precarious situation.  Naomi decides to return to 
Bethlehem, having heard that the famine is now over.  This is where we pick up the 
story…. 
 
RUTH, excerpts from Chapter 1 
 
[PRAY] 
 
The story of Ruth and Naomi and Boaz is a story about family.  It is a story about 
love and a story about redemption.  It is both a very personal story, while at the 
same time, it is part of a much larger story.  6When Naomi heard in Moab that the 
LORD had come to the aid of his people by providing food for them, she and her 
daughters-in-law prepared to return home from there…. 
8Then Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go back, each of you, to your 
mother’s home.  May the LORD show you kindness, as you have shown kindness to 
your dead husbands and to me.  9May the LORD grant that each of you will find rest 
in the home of another husband.” …. 
14At this they wept aloud again.  Then Orpah kissed her mother-in-law goodbye, 
but Ruth clung to her. 
15“Look,” said Naomi, “your sister-in-law is going back to her people and her gods.  
Go back with her.” 
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16But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you.  Where 
you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay.  Your people will be my people and 
your God my God.  17Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried.  May the 
LORD deal with me, be it ever so severely, if even death separates you and me.”  
18When Naomi realized that Ruth was determined to go with her, she stopped 
urging her…. 
22So Naomi returned from Moab accompanied by Ruth the Moabite, her daughter-
in-law, arriving in Bethlehem as the barley harvest was beginning. 
 
Chapter 2 
8So Boaz said to Ruth, “My daughter, listen to me.  Don’t go and glean in another 
field and don’t go away from here.  Stay here….  9Watch the field where the men 
are harvesting, and follow along after the women.  I have told the men not to lay a 
hand on you.  And whenever you are thirsty, go and get a drink from the water jars 
the men have filled.” 
10At this, she bowed down with her face to the ground.  She asked him, “Why have 
I found such favor in your eyes that you notice me—a foreigner?” 
11Boaz replied, “I’ve been told all about what you have done for your mother-in-
law since the death of your husband—how you left your father and mother and 
your homeland and came to live with a people you did not know before.  12May the 
LORD repay you for what you have done.  May you be richly rewarded by the LORD, 
the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take refuge.” 
….19Her mother-in-law asked her, “Where did you glean today?  Where did you 
work?  Blessed be the man who took notice of you!”  Then Ruth told her mother-
in-law about the one at whose place she had been working. “The name of the man 
I worked with today is Boaz,” she said. 
20“The LORD bless him!” Naomi said to her daughter-in-law.  “He has not stopped 
showing his kindness to the living and the dead.”  She added, “That man is our 
close relative; he is one of our guardian-redeemers.” 
 
Chapter 3 
One day Ruth’s mother-in-law Naomi said to her, “My daughter, I must find a home 
for you, where you will be well provided for.  2Now Boaz,… is a relative of ours. 
Tonight he will be winnowing barley on the threshing floor.  3Wash, put on perfume, 
and get dressed in your best clothes.  Then go down to the threshing floor, but 
don’t let him know you are there until he has finished eating and drinking.  4When 
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he lies down, note the place where he is lying.  Then go and uncover his feet and 
lie down.  He will tell you what to do.” 
5“I will do whatever you say,” Ruth answered.  6So she… did everything her mother-
in-law told her to do. 
7When Boaz had finished eating and drinking and was in good spirits, he went over 
to lie down at the far end of the grain pile.  Ruth approached quietly, uncovered his 
feet and lay down.  8In the middle of the night something startled the man; he 
turned—and there was a woman lying at his feet! 
9“Who are you?” he asked. 
“I am your servant Ruth,” she said.  “Spread the corner of your garment over me, 
since you are a guardian-redeemer of our family.” 
10The LORD bless you, my daughter,” he replied.  “This kindness is greater than that 
which you showed earlier: You have not run after the younger men, whether rich 
or poor.  11And now, my daughter, don’t be afraid.  I will do for you all you ask.  All 
the people of my town know that you are a woman of noble character.  12Although 
it is true that I am a guardian-redeemer of our family, there is another who is more 
closely related than I.  13Stay here for the night, and in the morning if he wants to 
do his duty as your guardian-redeemer, good; let him redeem you.  But if he is not 
willing, as surely as the LORD lives I will do it.  Lie here until morning.” 
 
Chapter 4 
13So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife.  When he made love to her, the LORD 

enabled her to conceive, and she gave birth to a son.  14The women said to Naomi: 
“Praise be to the LORD, who this day has not left you without a guardian-redeemer.  
May he become famous throughout Israel!  15He will renew your life and sustain 
you in your old age.  For your daughter-in-law, who loves you and who is better 
to you than seven sons, has given him birth.” 
16Then Naomi took the child in her arms and cared for him.  17The women living 
there said, “Naomi has a son!”  And they named him Obed.  He was the father of 
Jesse, the father of David.    
 
(PRAY) 
 
The story of Ruth and Naomi and Boaz is a story about family.  It is a story about 
love and a story about redemption.  It is both a very personal story, while at the 
same time, it is part of the overarching story of God’s love for you and me, and for 
the entire world! 
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This story begins with grief and journeys to joy!  Naomi and Elimelech leave 
Bethlehem and journey to Moab because of a famine.  While there, their two sons 
both marry Moabite women.  This is potentially problematic, as intermarriage with 
foreigners had long been discouraged among the Israelites, for the simple reason 
that such unions would/could likely create conflict, and ultimately dilute the faith 
of Israel, as one could easily be drawn into worshipping the foreign gods. 
 
But in this instance the opposite happened!  In short order, Elimelech dies, along 
with his two sons.  Three grieving widows remain.  Given the precarious position of 
widows in ancient patriarchal cultures, Naomi desires the best for her daughters in 
law, and attempts to send them back to their own clans.  However, Ruth refuses to 
go.  In words often used today in wedding ceremonies, Ruth declares her loyal, 
steadfast love, not only to Naomi, but also to Naomi’s God! 
 
16But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you.  Where 
you go, I will go, and where you stay, I will stay.  Your people will be my people, 
and your God my God.  17Where you die, I will die, and there I will be buried.  May 
the LORD deal with me, be it ever so severely, if even death separates you and me.” 
 
One of the major themes in this story is summarized in one Hebrew word: 
Hesed/chesed.  When translating, often there is not a direct word for word 
correspondence from Hebrew to English.  The challenge is to convey both the 
meaning, and the feeling or cultural value inherent in the original language. 
 
Hesed is a key theological value in book of Ruth and in the OT.  It typifies YAHWEH, 
and it can also describe people.  It can be translated “steadfast love”, “loyal love”, 
“lovingkindness”.  It conveys care and generosity, which is demonstrated in 
families, and is enduring in nature.  Human hesed/love is a reflection of God’s 
hesed/love.  Such love/hesed is characterized by determined willing, a stick-to-it-
tive-ness, a “no matter what happens”, a kind of love that persists and never gives 
up. (http://5minutebible.com/hesed-hebrew-has-a-word-for-it-1/) 
 
In the story of Ruth, she expresses it first, with regard to Naomi and Naomi’s God!  
Later, it is also used by and of Boaz in 2:10 and 3:10.  Naomi describes Boaz as one 
who expresses hesed: “He has not stopped showing his kindness to the living and 
the dead.”  And Boaz uses it of Ruth: 10“The LORD bless you, my daughter,” he 

http://5minutebible.com/hesed-hebrew-has-a-word-for-it-1/
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replied.  “This kindness is greater than that which you showed earlier: You have 
not run after the younger men, whether rich or poor.” 
 
This is truly a love story, in the deepest and best sense of the word “hesed”! 
Upon returning to Bethlehem, Naomi and Ruth are vulnerable, needing to secure 
their standing in the community.  There is no safety net for widows (and orphans) 
apart from family, however the practice of “gleaning” was their equivalent of a food 
bank!  "And when you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field 
right up to its edge, nor shall you gather the gleanings after your harvest.  You shall 
leave them for the poor and for the sojourner: I am the Lord your God". (Leviticus 
23:22) 
 
Those in need could gather left over grain in the fields, so this is what Ruth does to 
support Naomi and herself.  It is by divine providence that she finds herself in the 
fields of Boaz, who is a relative of Naomi’s deceased husband.  We worship a 
sovereign God, so the fact that Ruth gleans in the fields of Boaz, is not an accident 
or a coincidence, but a “divine appointment!” 
 
Boaz takes notice of Ruth, and is generous to her, having heard of her hesed/loyal 
love and care for Naomi.  In turn, when Naomi discovers the familial connection 
and discovers that Boaz is not only single, but well off, she becomes matchmaker 
and hatches a plan.   
 
Naomi tells Ruth: “Tonight Boaz will be winnowing barley on the threshing floor.  
3Wash, put on perfume, and get dressed in your best clothes.  Then go down to the 
threshing floor, but don’t let him know you are there until he has finished eating 
and drinking.  4When he lies down, note the place where he is lying.  Then go and 
uncover his feet and lie down. He will tell you what to do.” 
 
To us this sounds rather innocent, but it was a daring plan, one which put both Ruth 
and Boaz in a compromising situation.  The expression “uncover his feet” was a 
euphemism for sexual intimacy.  Truthfully, it is unclear—much is left to the 
imagination—as to what happened on the threshing floor that night.   
 
What is clear, is that Boaz is an honorable man who has already expressed not only 
interest in, but great respect for, Ruth.  He promises to do the right thing, and he 
does.  In the morning, he goes to the city gate where business was transacted, and 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus+23%3A22
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus+23%3A22
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where the city elders gather and function as witnesses.  When the nearer relative 
willingly relinquishes his “right of redemption”, Boaz becomes the “go-el” or 
“kinsman/guardian-redeemer”.  This word (“go-el”) is more often used of 
Yahweh/God, but here it is used of Boaz.  It means to buy back or “redeem” a piece 
of real estate or a person, that had been sold out of the family.  Even more, it means 
to provide practical care for the vulnerable, the widow, and the orphan.  Boaz has 
done both!  They marry, Ruth conceives and gives birth to Obed, who will not only 
carry on the family name, but he becomes the father of Jesse, who becomes the 
father of David, establishing the kingly lineage of Jesus. 
 
Interestingly the women of the community gather – not only to celebrate the birth 
of Obed--but to celebrate God’s faithful love/hesed and provision of a kinsman-
redeemer.  This foreshadows the birth of Jesus who will be the redeemer of the 
world that God loves! 
 
What does this story have to do with us? Where is the Good News? 
First and foremost, the story of Ruth illustrates that God loves the world! 
God uses women and men: 
--regardless of their profession 
--regardless of their station in life 
--regardless of their ethnic heritage.   
 
We see this by the inclusion of not only Ruth, in Jesus’ genealogy, but also Tamar, 
and Rahab.  All of them are quintessential outsiders to the covenant, “foreigners”, 
women in a patriarchal culture.  Yet these women are key figures in Jesus’ 
genealogy—women used by God to demonstrate God’s love -hesed-to the world. 
 
In our contemporary society where mothers in law are too often the butt of jokes, 
we can benefit greatly by Ruth’s example, as she demonstrates God’s (hesed) loyal 
love to Naomi.  Boaz demonstrates the same loyal love/hesed to Ruth.   
 
Furthermore, this love is expressed in care for the poor, for those who are 
vulnerable and at risk.  As much as things have changed in the millennia between 
Ruth’s story and ours, there are still those who need our practical assistance.  The 
need is not confined to the Advent season, but ongoing.  When we express and 
engage in practical care for the poor and vulnerable in our community, we too are 
expressing “hesed”! 
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This story began with famine and ended in abundance. 
It began with death and grief, and ends with joy, birth, and new life. 
It begins with desolation; it ends with consolation. 
From beginning to end, it is a story about transformation, love and redemption. It 
is a story about a particular family; it has significance for our human family. 
It is a story about hope, and the love of God that never gives up on the world God 
loves! 
 
That great theologian/comedian Gracie Allen, once said:  
“Never put a period, where God has placed a coma!” 
 
[Pray] 


