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“Seeing Hope”         Pastor Amy Besola 
Genesis 1:1–5, 31 & Luke 1:26-56      December 4, 2022 

 
In these ever-shortening days, there is a distinct chill in the air.  Just this past week, 
there was a flurry of e-mails as your session approved using the CE building for the 
entry point for the emergency shelter.  Following COVID, there has been a shift in 
the criteria for instituting the cold weather housing of those who are homeless in 
our community. 
 
Last week's sermon was about hearing hope.  You will recall Reverend Smutney's 
scripture was about what it means to turn from our sinful choices and to follow 
Jesus.  You will recall the words of John the Baptist.  There is that prominent 
scripture that describes the magnificence of Jesus.  John the Baptist says that while 
he was anointed to declare the coming of the Messiah, he was not worthy of even 
tying Jesus' sandals.  John the Baptist preached about baptism and repenting of sin 
and turning from our sinful ways.  Last week's sermon delivered by Reverend 
Smutny was about "Getting Clean." 
 
And on this second Sunday of Advent, we move forward in our telling of the 
greatest story of all time.  The Apostle Luke describes in this passage what happens 
next.  The scene begins in Nazareth, in the sixth month. and although Nazareth is 
somewhat of a backwater town, its location will feature predominately in Jesus’ 
earthly ministry. 
 
Luke's background was working as a physician.  He writes an exceptionally detailed 
account, using many editorial asides that are not seen in the parallel account in 
Mark, Matthew, or John's gospels.  Luke's text is also distinct because he writes 
from the perspective that Jesus came to take over our lives and to make his 
presence known. 
 
Today's sermon is about seeing those glimpses of bright light as they invade our 
lives.  Jesus' saving of humanity does not just come at the end of our lives when 
there is a final accounting.  Jesus came that each believer would experience joy 
throughout our earthly lives.  The gospel is about experiencing this incredible gift 
of allowing Jesus to transform every area of your life.  One of the sad things that 
we tend to do is we tend to break our lives.  Not just what happens on Sundays- 
Jesus wants to be a part of our interactions in the workplace, how we treat our 
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coworkers and boss, the decisions we make in traffic, and even how we treat one 
another in a grocery store parking lot. 
 
Jesus wants to be involved in every area of our lives.  Through faith in him and 
allowing the Holy Spirit to work, we can be renewed from the tops of our heads to 
the tips of our toes.  Jesus welcomes us to renewal of every part of us, physical and 
spiritual; external and internal; now and the future; God and others. 
 
And at the core of this, and this is very important, it's a unique contribution in Luke, 
is a gospel for the heart.  Luke makes it very clear why the gospel needs to impact 
every area of our lives.  Jesus came to forever change us from the core of our being, 
from our hearts.  The heart is from where our actions and the way we treat one 
another emanates.  When our heart beats in accord with God's own heart, the 
choices we make will show how we treat our neighbors.  When God's grace infuses 
our lives, our hearts are renewed, and we can live as people who follow the golden 
rule: we are able to love God fully and to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
 
Not everyone experiences joy at this time of year.  While Christmas for most people 
is usually a time of excitement and celebration, not everyone is rejoicing in these 
snowy, wintery days.  For many the special foods, presents, cheerful lights, many 
decorations, fun parties, gifts, and gatherings mean a steady stream of happy 
memories.  But for some, the memories of Christmases of old seem like the best 
days are behind them. 
 
In our household, we look forward to our pre-Christmas trip to Southern California. 
Like the holidays in general, this annual trip to the happiest place on Earth is an 
opportunity to reconnect with family and to focus entirely on experiencing 
pleasures of childhood.  Annalise has the days counted and we have already started 
packing for our trip.  I look forward to seeing Disneyland decked out with bright 
lights and special decorations.  After we get back, it will just be a few, short days 
until Christmas morning. 
 
Pastor Cindy will be doing a service for those whose hearts are heavier during the 
holidays.  She reminded me the other day, when I was overwhelmed by some side 
drama in my own life that she was there to comfort me and that while she was 
going to be praying for me, it was okay to not be okay.  If this is a tough time for 
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you, I invite you to join her here on Sunday, December 18th at 5 pm.  This doesn't 
need to be something you have to face on your own. 
 
God sends Gabriel to Mary to deliver a message.  Gabriel was introduced in an 
earlier passage when he appeared to Zechariah.  Mary’s shock at Gabriel’s 
appearance and news should not be surprising: angels would be a shock to anyone, 
especially someone familiar with the Hebrew Bible and how God reveals God’s self 
through these heavenly messengers.  Mary has another concern though: she is 
betrothed and has not known a man sexually.  Such scandal could ruin a family-to-
be and becomes the source of Joseph’s nightmares in Matthew’s Gospel.  Yet, 
scandal would not be foreign to the Holy Family, as the ultimate scandal will come 
with the cross on Good Friday.  Gabriel's announcement to Mary that she would 
bear the Christ child, is all about hope. 
 
That is what I hope you leave here today with, the tools to see all around you how 
much you are loved.  Finding hope at Christmas does not have to be a lonely journey 
if you know how much Jesus has done for you.  I am praying that if you do feel 
overwhelmed with the problems of the world this Christmas season, that admis the 
sadness, joy will break in.  Amongst feelings of emptiness, disappointment, and 
grief I hope and pray that like Mary, you will welcome the Christ child. 
 
So, whether you have experienced the loss of a loved one, divorce, a job loss, a 
difficult health issue or financial struggles, God knows, and he can intervene. These 
things can bring us down at any time of year.  Because the pain of losing a loved 
one seems amplified when you can no longer share in the celebrations with that 
person.  Because the loss of a job doesn’t just threaten our financial security, it can 
also hinder us from being able to participate in the festivities.  Our hopes and 
expectations for the joy, togetherness, and good times we look forward to at 
Christmas might even seem to be dashed to the ground. 
 
Gabriel calms Mary’s anxiety by noting that “nothing will be impossible with God,” 
using language like what the Lord said to Sarah after promising her children.  Mary 
places her trust in Gabriel’s words and thus in God’s “with-ness” in her life and into 
the future and that's precisely what I hope each of you leaves today's second 
Sunday of Advent with: that you are not on this journey alone. 
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We often hear the various parts of this story in isolation from each other.  Perhaps 
during Advent, we hear the Magnificat sung or read, or we’re likely to hear the 
angel’s announcement to Mary and her response, “I am the Lord’s servant.”  Yet, it 
is important to remember that the Magnificat does not immediately follow from 
Mary’s response to the angel.  Rather, it comes after she runs to Elizabeth who, by 
the power of the Spirit, sees the significance of what is happening to Mary and 
celebrates her faithfulness in it.  Elizabeth’s prophetic role calls forth Mary’s song 
of praise which itself echoes prophecies of old.  In this brief episode, both women 
are called to speak God’s truth, and when they do so, they encourage and inspire 
one another—as well as us. 
 
Though of course we don’t know all the details of their relationship, this story 
invites us to imagine Mary coming perhaps to offer her help and support during 
Elizabeth’s pregnancy as well as to find reassurance of the truth of the angel’s 
words to her.  We can imagine Elizabeth taking on the role of a wise mentor who 
sees God at work in her young niece’s life and names it.  She reminds Mary that she 
is blessed, not just because she bears this child, but because she is a young woman 
of faithfulness.  Mary receives this encouragement and is empowered to declare 
the word of the Lord with boldness and beauty, living into her calling as a “servant 
of the Lord.” 
 
How might we each be called to play both parts in our own relationships: helping 
and supporting one another, identifying God’s work in the lives of others, 
encouraging one another and allowing the encouragement of others to inspire 
boldness in our own faith?  That is clear: you are loved.  And that tiny baby, born 
in that humble manger came to rescue each one of us. 


