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People often approach me, saying: “I have a question…” 

I frequently respond: “I have more questions than answers, but go ahead…” 
Today I want us to briefly consider three questions: 

What did Mary know? 
What did Jesus know? 

What do you and I know? 
What did Mary know?  The choir sang for a piece which posed this very 

question: 

Mary did you know that your baby boy will one day walk on water? 

Mary did you know that your baby boy will save our sons and daughters? 

Did you know that your baby boy has come to make you new? 
This child that you've delivered, will soon deliver you 

Mary did you know that your baby boy will give sight to a blind man? 
Mary did you know that your baby boy will calm a storm with his hand? 

Did you know that your baby boy has walked where angels trod? 
And when you kiss your little baby, you have kissed the face of God 

Mary did you know, Mary did you know, Mary did you know 

The blind will see, the deaf will hear and the dead will live again 

The lame will leap, the dumb will speak, the praises of the lamb 

Mary did you know that your baby boy is Lord of all creation? 

Mary did you know that your baby boy will one day rule the nations? 
Did you know that your baby boy is heaven's perfect Lamb? 

This sleeping child you're holding is the great I am 

Mary did you know, Mary did you know, Mary did you know?? 

The Gospels tell us that Mary had more than one experience prior to her 

pregnancy and during the first year of Jesus’ life, which she “pondered” in 
her heart.  Pondering indicates or savoring a memory for the purpose of 

reflection.  An angelic encounter…a visit from shepherds who witness to the 
same angelic message both she and Joseph had received earlier and in 

different ways.   

Later when she and Joseph take Jesus to the Temple for the rite of 

purification, she hears Simeon prophecy both to the truth of her infant son’s 
role and identity as the long-awaited Messiah, but also to the division and 

pain that he will bring.  While this is yet another confirmation of the angel’s 
message, it must have been hard to hear.  For she is also told that” a sword 



will pierce her own soul” (Luke 2:34-35). How disconcerting that would be!  

 
The Gospel writers have only a passing interest in Jesus’ childhood and years 

preceding his public ministry.  But as his Mother, Mary knows that Jesus is 
not like other boys. Indeed, it must have stung at least a little when later in 

his ministry she would hear Jesus ask: “Who is my mother, and who are my 
brothers?” (Matthew 12:46-50).  Jesus says this when he is making the 

distinction between his spiritual family of disciples—people with faith in him 
as their Savior and Lord, and his biological or family of origin.  There is a 

difference. 

And most surely, as Mary stood at the foot of the cross, watching her son 

suffer and, yes, die—we know that indeed she knew the greatest anguish 
any parent can experience (John 19:25-27).  John tells us in his gospel that 

from the cross, “Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved 
(John) standing beside her, he said to his mother: “Woman here is your 

son.” Then he said to John, “Here is your mother.” And from that hour the 

disciple took her into his own home.  Most likely due to the difference in 
their ages, Joseph had already died and Mary was a widow.  Even on the 

cross, Jesus was concerned for the welfare of his mother. 

While Mary is not mentioned again, as surely as she herself was a disciple, 

she must have been witness to her son’s resurrection.  No doubt, when 
encountering her resurrected Son and Savior, Mary must have known 

indescribable joy! 
 

What did Jesus know? 

The Reformer Martin Luther says that God accommodated himself to us in 

the incarnation.  In order to communicate with us, God talks “baby talk”.  
For God, through the prophet Isaiah reminds us that “ My thoughts are not 

your thoughts, nor are your ways may ways, says the Lord.  For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, 

and my thoughts than your thoughts.” (55:8-9). 

One of the mysteries of the incarnation is the fact that Jesus – God –who 
came wrapped in human flesh, took on all the limitations that you and I 

experience.  Paul describes in Philippians 2: 5-11, Jesus’ emptying himself of 
all divine prerogatives in order to completely identify with us, in life and in 

death. 

Yet there were things he knew…in the same way that you and I can know 

deep truths that are revealed to us by the Holy Spirit.  

For example, Jesus knew and predicted his own death, and his resurrection. 

And yet there were limits to Jesus’ human knowledge.  One of those 
limitations he is clear about:  Only God the Father knows the day and time 

of Jesus Second Advent.  Jesus admits to not knowing.  Now if Jesus does 
not know the day and time of his return, I find it so interesting that various 



preachers throughout the ages have thought that they do!  And no doubt, 

many have been disappointed by their predictions. 

This is the point of the parable in Matthew 24:42-44.   While we do not know 

when Christ will return, and neither does he, the point is that JESUS WILL 
RETURN…like a thief in the night.  Obviously, if one knows a thief is coming, 

one will be ready. Prepared. Alert. On the look-out. 

In a series of now classic Christmas movies, HOME ALONE features the 

McAllister family with lots of kids. The youngest, eight-year-old Kevin, 
actually relishes getting left behind, and left home alone. The fun and 

craziness begins when a pair of bungling burglars attempt to break into the 
McAllister home.  Expecting them, Kevin rigs a bunch of booby traps that 

hold them off, while having the effect of making the burglars all the more 
determined to break in.  The point?  Kevin was alert.  Prepared. Ready. On 

the look-out. 

He was not going to be taken by surprise. 

Jesus tells his disciples to “keep alert”.  Today we receive “Amber Alerts that 

now arrive by text message, but also on radio and television.  Information is 
given to the public to be on the look-out for a person who is in need.  It 

might be a child taken by a non-custodial parent, but it also might involve a 
person with Alzheimer’s who has wandered away from a care facility.  In a 

similar way, Jesus is instructing the church—the collective group of 
believers—to be on ALERT—not just so we won’t be surprised by his second 

coming, but because we will be! 

It is in the every-day-ness of life that Jesus will appear when he returns 

again.  Jesus compares the day of his coming to “the days of Noah.” (v.37) 
How was it then?  People were going along their merry ways—people were 

wining and dining, marrying and being given in marriage—in other words, 
things were “normal”.  Now I have a friend who tells me that “Normal” is 

just a setting on a clothes dryer, but you understand what Jesus is saying.   

The problem is one of indifference.  “The sin of Noah’s generation was not 

weddings, it was nonchalance about God.  The problem here is immersion in 

the everyday without thought for the Last Day.” (DBruner, p. 881) 

One reason for this concern is that after Christ comes again, there will be a 

Judgement Day.  The New Testament writers take up this theme as well. In 
2 Peter 3 we are reminded that God’s sense of time is not like ours.  “The 

Lord is not slow about his promise (to return), as some think of slowness, 
but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to 

repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief…” (v. 9-10) 

So there is grace in the delay of Christ’s return…and that is why if we have 

Good News—and we do—we need to be sharing it!   



What do you and I know?  Will you be found ready when Christ 

comes again?  Will I? 

I trust that you and I, who know Christ, have a vital relationship with him.  

Yet that begs the question …are we complacent?   

Do we get so immersed in our everyday activities that we forget about the 

LAST DAY?   

Do we think we have plenty of time to share our faith… 

to invite that friend to church,  

to share our testimony with that family member or with the youth group?   

How focused are we in our discipleship? How intent are we, how alert, or 
awake are we to what God is doing in the world?   

Do we have a sense of urgency—I need to share the Good News NOW, 
because someone I know is ready to hear and receive it? 

Do we have a sense of immediacy that TODAY could be the day of Christ’s 
return? 

Pastor David Peterson, told about a time when he was preparing his sermon. 

His little daughter came in and said, "Daddy, can we play?" 

He answered, "I'm awfully sorry, Sweetheart, but I'm right in the middle of 

preparing this sermon. I can play in about an hour." 

She replied, "Okay, when you're finished, Daddy, I am going to give you a 

great big hug." 

He said, "Thank you very much." She went to the door and (these are his 

words) "Then she did a U-turn and came back and gave me a chiropractic, 
bone-breaking hug." David said to her, "Sweetie, you said you were going to 

give me a hug after I finished." 

She answered, "Daddy, I just wanted you to know what you have to look 

forward to!" 

Through Jesus’ first coming at Christmas, God wants us to know how much 

we have to look forward to in the his second coming!  (Dale Bruner, "Is Jesus Inclusive or 

Exclusive?" Theology, News, and Notes (October 1999), p. 3) 

This Good News—and Good News is for Sharing! 

 

 



Let us pray: 

Gracious God, thank you for the gift that keeps on giving, the gift of your 
Son Our Savior Jesus Christ. 

May we stay awake, keep alert, and share the Good News of your love and 
grace. Halleluia, Amen! 

 

 

 

 

 

 


