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I wonder.  Do you?  
What do you wonder about? 

 
That is to say, what causes you to pause in awe... 

amazement…astonishment?  What surprises you or makes you curious? 
 

A teacher asked her class to list what they thought the present seven 
wonders of the world are.  They cast their votes as follows: 1. Egyptian 

pyramids; 2. Taj Mahal; 3. Grand Canyon; 4. Panama Canal, 5. Empire State 
Building, 6. St. Peter’s Basilica, and 7. China’s Great Wall.   

 

However, the teacher noticed that one student had not voted, so she asked 
if she could help.  The student replied: “I couldn’t quite make up my mind  

there are so many.  I think the seven wonders of the world are: 1. to see, 
2. to hear 3. To touch  4. To taste  5. To feel  6. To laugh and  7. To love. 

 
I think her list is marvel-ous, don’t you? 

 
I once received a birthday card that said:  You’re not old until you’ve lost 

all your marvels. 

I like that!  Marbles? I lost those a long time ago! Marvels? Not so much!  I 

still marvel over many things… 

That my body can heal and ligaments reattach.   

That our 4 month old grandson Caden can laugh with abandon. 

That the rhody in front of our house was blooming a week ago (before the 

snow). 

But most of all - I wonder and marvel that Christ, left the glory of heaven 

and the companionship of his Father, to come and enter into history. I 

wonder and marvel that he would take on the limitations of human flesh, in 

order to say: “I love YOU.” 

The gospels –in fact the entire Bible is full of marvel-ous, awe-full, wonder-

full stories of how God goes to amazing lengths because he deeply desires to 

enter into a personal relationship with you and me. 

Dr. Dacher Keltner, a professor of psychology at the University of California 

has conducted extensive research on the subject of “awe”.  He describes it 

this way: 



"Somewhere at the intersection of joy, fear, mystery, and insight lies awe, 

the ineffable response to the amazing world around us."  

This certainly describes the responses of those who were present during the 

birth of Jesus and his cousin John the Baptist. 

Listen to just a few verses from Luke’s gospel:  

Luke 1:21(NIV) 

21 Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering why he 

stayed so long in the temple. 

Luke1:29  Mary was greatly troubled at his [Gabriel’s] words and wondered 

what kind of greeting this might be. 

Luke 1:66 NIV 
 
66 Everyone who heard this wondered about it, asking, “What then is this 
child going to be?”  For the Lord’s hand was with him. 

 

1 Peter 2:9New International Version (NIV) 
9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s 

special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you 

out of darkness into his wonderful light. 

Advent in all the gospels is filled with wonder…awe and awesome truths and 

actions of God. 

Dr. Keltner goes on to give this definition: 

"Overwhelming, surprising, humbling, even a little terrifying—awe is what 

we feel when faced with something sublime, exceptional, or altogether 

beyond comprehension." 

I believe that God created within us a longing to find joy, mystery and 

meaning, even in and perhaps because of those things and experiences that 

we cannot rationally explain, but that speak to us in a way that goes to the 

core of our being. 

According to the Bible, there is one source for all the awe we experience -

God. We were created to live in awe of God. The word awe or awesome is 

mentioned 53 times throughout the Bible. The God who is "awesome in 

glory" (Exodus 15:11) and "mighty and awesome" (Deuteronomy 10:17) 

performs "awesome deeds for mankind" (Psalm 66:5). No wonder the 

psalmist proclaimed, "The whole earth is filled with awe at your wonders" 

(Psalm 65:8). 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+15%3A11
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+10%3A17
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+66%3A5
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+65%3A8


 

In her book on prayer, Anne Lamott says that all prayers can be distilled into 

one of three simple categories:  Help, Thanks, Wow.  It makes sense:  

prayers for help, prayers of gratitude and prayers of praise.  That is the 

WOW-factor.   

She describes it like this: 

“Wow is often offered with a gasp, a sharp intake of breathe, when we can’t 

think of another way to capture the sight of shocking beauty or destruction, 

of a sudden or unbidden insight, or an unexpected flash of grace.   

‘Wow’ means we are not dulled to wonder.  We click into being fully present 

when we’re stunned into that gasp…” 

‘Wow’ is about having one’s mind blown by the mesmerizing or the 

miraculous.” 

 

As we continue our worship, we will hear the story of Christ’s coming, both 

in word and song. 

May we hear it afresh--in all it’s awe-some, wonder-full, marvel-ous, wow-

ness.   

Emmanuel. God is with us. Wow! 

May we embrace the mystery, the miracle, the wonder of it all. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 


