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Nothing is Impossible with God                        
Luke 1:26-45, Isaiah 9:2-3,6-7 

 
 

Lewis Carroll, the author of Alice in Wonderland, wrote: “Why, sometimes I 
have believed at least six impossible things before breakfast!”  How many 

things did you believe before breakfast this morning?? 
 

We smile…but I know at least some of you well enough to know that some 
are dealing with some seemingly impossible situations in our lives…there are 

no simple solutions, no easy answers.   
 

Do you yearn, as I do, to wake up one morning and discover that my 

impossible situation was just a bad dream? 
 

On Tuesday of this week (11/29/2016) the impossible became possible!  For 
twenty coworkers at an auto parts manufacturing company, North America 

Stamping Group in Portland, Tn. experienced what constitutes a miracle. 
They won the Tennessee state Powerball lottery and will share 420.9 million 

dollars.  According to the Tennessee state lottery official, each member of 
the group will pocket a hefty 12.7 million dollars after taxes.   

 
Amy O’Neal, the group’s spokesperson said that all of the group members 

have big hearts, and in addition to the 500 or so immediate family members 
of theirs who stand to benefit from this “win”, the group has plans to share 

their winnings with their community. 
 

In light of Giving Tuesday( which is a day to give to charitable organizations, 

which follows Cyber Monday, a day to shop for Christmas online!), she said 
they were looking into donating to people affected by wildfires that ravaged 

the town of Gatlinburg and surrounding communities in the eastern part of 
their state. 

 
That’s good news for a lot of people—most will pay off debts, cover college 

tuition, medical, and dental bills!  They were a generous, community-minded 
group before winning the jackpot, and this will continue with a significantly 

larger impact now, according to the news report. 
 

So what are the chances??  What is the probability of winning the powerball 
lottery?  Impossible!  According to a statistician, the chance of winning is 1 

in 175 million!  
 

(If you want to see how he calculated that you can check here: 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/ronald-l-wasserstein/chances-of-winning-
powerball-lottery_b_3288129.html ) 

http://abc13.com/society/share-your-holidays-on-giving-tuesday/1629836/
http://abc13.com/news/3-dead-in-tennessee-wildfires-that-destroyed-hundreds-of-homes/1630030/
http://abc13.com/news/3-dead-in-tennessee-wildfires-that-destroyed-hundreds-of-homes/1630030/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/ronald-l-wasserstein/chances-of-winning-powerball-lottery_b_3288129.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/ronald-l-wasserstein/chances-of-winning-powerball-lottery_b_3288129.html


 

So what are the chances of the incarnation—that God the Creator of the 
universe will enter into human history as an infant, conceived by the Holy 

Spirit in the womb of a teenage girl? 
 

Statistically?  Even less than the probability of winning the lottery—which is 
all the more reason that we, no less than Mary, are perplexed when we hear 

Luke’s account of these events.   
 

However, there is a significant difference:  The lottery is a game of chance.  
The birth of the Savior is the result of a divine and deliberate plan of an 

infinitely wise and loving God. It happens not by chance, but on purpose. 
 

It is no mere whim or serendipity, but according to I Peter 1:20  “He [Jesus] 
was chosen before the foundation of the world, but was revealed in the last 

times for your sake.” 

 
Mary herself acknowledges the impossible possibility of God with her first 

response to Gabriel. She is perplexed and debated/considered/reasoned. 

What is she pondering? 

The only thing Gabriel has said so far is, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is 

with you."  

Mary's initial response to this is worth significant pause. The angel has 

barely said a thing. 

Mary cannot even believe this impossible possibility.  
 

“Me? Who am I? Why am I favored? How can the Lord be with me?” 
 

What Mary lacks in formal education, she makes up for in what we might call 
today, ‘street smarts’. She knows who she is. She is well aware of her place 

in society. And this should not be happening.  

 
In Luke’s Gospel, the story of Zechariah and Elizabeth brackets the story of 

Mary.  Luke begins with John’s story – the story of his miraculous birth to a 
woman who like Sarah and Hannah is barren.  Elizabeth and Zechariah had 

long since given up hope of having children of their own.  Gabriel, a 
messenger sent from God appeared and surprised them with news that they 

would have a child who will be dedicated to the work of God and prepare the 
way for the Lord (Luke 1:5-25).   

 
In this Advent season we prepare for the coming of Christ.  John is not the 

one we’re waiting for.  He is the advance man.  But his birth is nonetheless 
improbable and miraculous!  

 
Now Gabriel appears to a relatively poor, uneducated young woman living in 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A5-25&version=NRSV


an obscure, backwater town called Nazareth in Galilee.  She is 

unremarkable, a nobody.  She is—engaged—to Joseph, a descendant of King 
David.  This means she had exchanged marital consent with Joseph but had 

not yet been taken into his house.  
 

In first century Israel, (and sadly, in some cultures still today) for a young 
woman to be pregnant without the benefit of marriage, places her in grave 

danger.  At the very least one would be the object of scorn.  At worst, she 
could be stoned to death. To agree with God and cooperate with Gabriel’s 

plan was to place herself—her reputation, her marriage, her very life—on the 
line.  Scandal looms for certain.   

 
So in what way is Mary “favored”? To be favored is to be blessed. If this is 

what God’s blessing looks like, I’m not sure I’d want any part of it.  But the 
truth of it is, we have acknowledged in recent weeks that there is in fact, a 

cost of discipleship.  To give ourselves whole-heartedly over to God’s plan 

for our lives, may indeed mean that we will endure some degree of 
inconvenience at the least, and very possibly, outright suffering.   

 
 

For Mary it will mean a whole spectrum of emotions from the joy of 
motherhood, to the deepest loss one can imagine when she will—one day-- 

stand at the foot of the cross.  
 

But what defines Mary the most? Mary is a disciple. She trusts God and 
proceeds on the basis of God’s promise. Which one?  V. 28 “The Lord is with 

you.”  And for reasons beyond reason, she agrees to God’s plan, saying: 
 

“Here I am, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your 
word.”(v.38) 

 

Having been told by the Messenger/Angel that her elderly cousin Elizabeth is 
also expecting, Mary travels to visit her.  The trip might well have taken 

several days, as the distance measures approximately 60 miles.  
 

At the greeting of Mary, “the baby leaped in Elizabeth’s womb, and Elizabeth 
was filled with the Holy Spirit.”  The infant leaps for joy for he has been filled 

with the Holy Spirit since his conception.  
 

These family members are filled with the Holy Spirit not for their own 
benefit, but to empower them for witness! (JE, p. 53)   A witness is one who 

tells what s/he has seen and heard. One cannot keep Good News to oneself, 
Good News is for sharing!   

 
Elizabeth blesses Mary, both as the mother of the Savior, but also because 

she is one “… who has believed what the Lord has said.” Mary is the epitome 

of true faith.  She is a disciple. 
 



 

While unschooled, Mary understands human reproduction enough to know 
that “it takes two to tango”. That alone is reason enough to be perplexed, so 

she asks Gabriel: “How will this be, since I am not knowing a husband?” (J. 
Edwards, p. 48)  

 
 

The role of the Holy Spirit is integral to this narrative:  The Holy Spirit will 
“overshadow” her.  This recalls the divine cloud that overshadowed the 

tabernacle which was built to house the Ark of the Covenant in Exodus 
40:35.  

 
When the tabernacle was complete, God “overshadowed” it and infused it 

with his presence and glory.  Then and there, God chose to materialize and 
localize himself within a particular time and space.  

 

The divine cloud that guided the Israelites in the wilderness and infused the 
tabernacle at Sinai, completes the drama of salvation by infusing Mary’s 

womb with Jesus, the Son of God.  (J. Edwards, p. 49) 
 

Now Luke uses this otherwise ordinary word “overshadow”, to describe the 
divine overshadowing of Mary, in whom God will establish his presence in a 

person—the person of his beloved Son. Luke’s emphasis is on the power of 
God in the world, and specifically in the overshadowing of Mary by the Holy 

Spirit, a child will be conceived.  In other words, all of this is God’s work, 
shrouded in mystery.  

 
The incarnation—Immanuel, the With-Us-God, becomes wrapped in human 

skin.  The birth of any child is a miracle. The birth of Jesus is both miracle 
and mystery.  Do you have room in your heart/mind/faith for miracles and 

mystery? 

These are signatures of the Holy Spirit’s work. 
 

This narrative stands as a signpost pointing to God’s presence among us.  It 
points to the reality that God breaks into human history and into our very 

lives and creates new realities. 
 

 
Perhaps Mary’s response is predicated on the question – why me?  Who am I 

that you should choose me?  That is a question we all should ask – why 
me?  The answer is simply this – she (and we) have found favor with God.   

 
             

It is no small thing to be regarded, to be favored, especially when you are 
exceedingly aware that there is no reason you should be. None. It has been 

said that Mary’s greatest ability was her availability—her willingness to 

participate in God’s plan based upon God’s promises.   



What does it feel like to be noticed and regarded?  I daresay, we may know 

all too well what is feels like to be unnoticed and disregarded!  What it would 
be like to experience, to know, that God favors you? 

Mary's story moves us all from who we think we are, to what God has 

declared us to be:  Favored.  Blessed.  Carriers of God’s grace into the 
world. 

Do you see—do you realize that because of Mary’s “yes” to the impossibility 
of giving birth to God’s son--because of  the incarnation--the impossible 

possibility--you and I have won the lottery!  

Do you see the Great Reversal?  Instead of our having to choose just the 
right combination of numbers to win 1 out of 175 million in order to “win”—

God chose you!  God chose me!  

Jesus said: “You did not chose me, but I chose you…in order that you might 

bear fruit, fruit that lasts…”  John 15:16 NIV 

God loves you!  God loves me! 

For indeed, God so loved you and me and the world, that God gave his one 

and only Son… 

We are God’s favorites—chosen as recipients of God’s amazing grace—to 

receive the forgiveness of all our debts…to be set free from guilt and sin…to 
be saved from ourselves and for something far greater:  Service in God’s 

Kingdom.  

The impossible becomes possible!    

This is a great miracle and mystery! 

What better present this Advent than the Presence of God-with-us? 

No matter what impossible situation you are in, you are not alone! 

God is present with you.  God is present with me.   

You and I – all of us are God’s children—all of us are God’s favorites! 

It doesn’t get any better than that!   

This is Good News, and Good News is for sharing! 


