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17Do not say to yourself, “My power and the might of my own hand have gotten me 
this wealth.”  18But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you power 
to get wealth, so that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to your ancestors, 
as he is doing today.  19If you do forget the LORD your God and follow other gods to 
serve and worship them, I solemnly warn you today that you shall surely perish.  
20Like the nations that the LORD is destroying before you, so shall you perish, 
because you would not obey the voice of the LORD your God. 
 
16 Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and 
charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property.  2So he 
summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you?  Give me an 
accounting of your management, because you cannot be my manager any longer.’  
3Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is taking 
the position away from me?  I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to 
beg.  4I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people 
may welcome me into their homes.’  5So, summoning his master’s debtors one by 
one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’  6He answered, ‘A 
hundred jugs of olive oil.’  He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make 
it fifty.’  7Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’  He replied, ‘A 
hundred containers of wheat.’  He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’  
8And his master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted 
shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own 
generation than are the children of light.  9And I tell you, make friends for 
yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may 
welcome you into the eternal homes. 
10“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is 
dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much.  11If then you have not been 
faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches?  12And 
if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what 
is your own?  13No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one 
and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other.  You cannot 
serve God and wealth.”  
 
PRAY 
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The Associated Press reported an unlikely story about a family living in a home in 
West Palm Beach, Florida.  They had given permission to a film crew to use the 
exterior of the house, in shots for an upcoming television show.  They agreed to 
this, knowing that the scenes included vehicles crashing violently on the front lawn. 
 
While cars collided in the front yard, neighbors called the homeowner in New York, 
demanding to know what was happening.  It seems that the people living in the 
house were only the tenants.  They had no right to allow the property to be used 
in a such a way! 
 
Often, we proceed through our lives, under the mistaken impression that 
everything we have belongs to us.  According to God’s Word, we are merely 
stewards or managers – everything we have is ultimately a gift from God.  Like the 
fellow in the parable Jesus told - which was our focus last week - all of us will have 
to give an account to God of how we have managed the resources God has given 
to us:  time, talent or skill, possessions, and finances. 
 
Today our focus will be on several life principles relative to money that can help 
us be better stewards of all God has given us. 
 
What is the purpose of giving?     
First, to experience joy - of both the giver and the recipient.  
 
Recently we cleaned out a lot of closets here, in the various buildings and filled the 
lower CE room with toys, books, furnishings, etc.  Then came the “give away day”. 
It was great to see usable items find new homes.  In more than one instance 
participants told us “now our children/grandchildren will have Christmas”!  This 
was a win - win.  We were glad to share our abundance, and folks were pleased to 
select items they could use! 
 
When we use our worldly wealth to “gain friends” for ourselves, there is an added 
benefit of our being welcomed into “eternal dwellings”, a reference to heaven (v.9)  
When we give, we gain friends in the present.  When was the last time you made a 
new friend??  
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No doubt, longstanding friendships are a blessing!  But we miss out on a lot if we 
limit ourselves to those.  We are indeed blessed to make new friends at any stage 
of life. 
 
Jesus says that if we introduce these friends to him, they can become “forever” 
friends/members of God’s family. 
 
I brought an antique with me today to illustrate: a yardstick.  Imagine this as a 
measure of time.  Our earthly lives represent less than an inch…the remainder 
represents eternity (which actually never ends!)  Where will you and I spend the 
most time?  In eternity!!  Given that reality, the best use of our resources is to invest 
our time, talent and treasure in something that will outlast our earthly lives!  Using 
our affluence for a positive influence, can have an eternal impact. 
 
Imagine this scenario: 
You arrive in heaven and are approached by someone you do not recognize.  
This person says to you: “I want to say thanks.  I’m here in heaven because of you.” 
You are polite in your reply: “I don’t think I know you.  I don’t recall ever meeting 
you or sharing with you, my faith in Christ.” 
The person replies: “You were part of Calvary PC.  You supported Winter Shelter 
which housed me, you supported Plateau Outreach Ministry who helped feed and 
clothe me.”  
OR 
“You were my teacher at Vacation Bible School when I was a kid.” 
OR 
“I am the child you supported monthly through World Vision, or Faith in Action in 
the Philippines or Village Steps in South Africa.” 
“Because you gave, I was fed, clothed, educated. And because of your gifts I heard 
the Good News of salvation.” 
So YOU are responsible for someone else’s hearing the Good News of salvation that 
Christ offers! 
 
That’s what I call an eternal investment!!   
 
Our Mission Statement: 
Calvary Presbyterian Church is called to embrace our Christian faith and encourage 
all generations into a life changing relationship with Christ. 
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Our Vision Statement: 
Calvary Presbyterian Church is a worshiping family of believers, centered in Christ, led 
by His Holy Spirit, rooted in God's Word, growing in love, branching out in faith to 
serve God in our church, our community, and all around the world. 
 
When we donate our time or skill as volunteers, and our dollars to support various 
ministries, we do so in support of our values, expressed in our God-given mission and 
vision statements. 
 
Inherent in this passage, is a pattern for living that applies to all areas of life.  It is 
spelled out in V.11: Whoever can be trusted with very little, can also be trusted with 
very much, and whoever is dishonest with very little, will also be dishonest with very 
much. 
 
A few years ago, a man named Joe, living in Janesville, Wisconsin, received a check 
from the Social Security Administration for $40,945.  Though he was entitled to the 
funds, he was not to receive it directly.  Rather the check was supposed to go to him 
through a “responsible payee”.  That’s because Joe has an IQ of 70 and he has a 
history of mental illness.  Although he had worked various jobs, at the time the check 
arrived, he was unemployed.  
 
There’s one more significant thing about Joe that you should know: he had a 
gambling problem.  That was his undoing.  Whenever he had a few bucks, he’d find 
the nearest card room or casino.  In a few weeks, he had blown all the money. 
 
This was NOT the way he intended to spend it, no.  He planned to get into better 
housing, and a more reliable vehicle.  Instead, he missed a great opportunity, by 
gambling the money away.  Needless to say, the Social Security Administration has 
not sent any more checks directly to Joe. 
 
Those who cannot manage what they have been given, cannot expect to be given 
more.   That is one of the principles illustrated in this text. If we are faithful with what 
we have, then God can trust us with more.   
 
This principle is true in every area of life. 
If we have a small amount of money and manage it wisely, it will increase. 
If one has a talent or skill and work to develop it, it will improve and grow.  
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If one is dependable and reliable in small tasks, one will soon be promoted or given 
greater responsibilities.    
 
Ask any athlete, musician, salesperson, or craftsperson: If faithful in developing any 
skill, or in managing the small things, we will reap significant rewards.  This is a 
pattern for living which can apply in every area of our lives, not just money 
management. 
 
Here is another principle in this passage: There is a correlation between our 
relationship with time and money, and our relationship with God.  In other words, 
our calendars and our bank statements will reveal our priorities.  How and where we 
invest our time and money will demonstrate what we value.  (We may say we value 
our friendship with Christ, but if we do not introduce others to him, then how much 
do we really value him?) 
 
It comes down to this: Have you ever tried to work for two bosses, or tried to please 
two different people at the same time?  Those are ingredients for a migraine 
headache!  Jesus says it in V. 13: “No one can serve two masters.  Either he will hate 
the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other.  You 
cannot serve both God and money.” 
 
Nothing ambiguous there.  It is a matter of the heart.  Whom or what do you love 
above all else??  We must choose our greatest love.   
 
Only God can satisfy the deepest needs and desires of our hearts.  Yet we are 
constantly bombarded with messages that try to convince us otherwise.  Somehow, 
we are “not enough” unless we drive “x” make/model vehicle, or possess the most 
recently released iPhone.  Then there are those who ask us “What’s in your wallet?” 
implying that possessing a particular credit card will solve all our problems.  As if the 
constitution promises “Life, liberty, and the purchase of happiness”!!   
 
The first of the top ten, commandments, that is, says: “You shall have no other gods 
before me.”  God is ‘jealous’ of anyone or anything that would take first place - God’s 
rightful place - in our lives.  
 
God does not want to play second fiddle.  Anything or anyone to which I dedicate 
the majority of my time, my thought, my energy, and my income - has a tendency to 
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become a god.  If I live for money, it becomes my master.  If I give my money, it 
becomes my servant. 
 
Money is not evil.  “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil” (1 Timothy 
6:10).  This is why stewardship is a matter of the heart.   
 
If God’s rightful place is at the center of our lives, “in the driver’s seat” of our lives, 
guiding and directing our choices and priorities, we will be good stewards, making 
wise investments in God’s Kingdom and forever friendships.  
 
If money is the driving force in our lives, the outcomes will be quite different. 
It is up to you and me.  What will you decide? 
Who or what is your first love?  How is that love reflected in your calendar and bank 
statements? 
Will you invest in the here and now, with a long-term focus on eternal outcomes?  
Will you experience the joy of giving from a loving heart? 
 
God so loved, God gave his one and only Son in order that we might have eternal 
life! 
What are we willing to give, so that others may truly live? 
 
PRAY 


