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The Best Investment Plan Ever, Part 1          Rev. Lynell M. Caudillo 
Luke 16:1-13 New Living Translation                         November 14, 2021 
 
Jesus told this story to his disciples: “There was a certain rich man who had a manager 
handling his affairs.  One day a report came that the manager was wasting his employer’s 
money.  2So the employer called him in and said, ‘What’s this I hear about you?  Get your 
report in order, because you are going to be fired.’ 
3“The manager thought to himself, ‘Now what?  My boss has fired me.  I don’t have the 
strength to dig ditches, and I’m too proud to beg.  4Ah, I know how to ensure that I’ll have 
plenty of friends who will give me a home when I am fired.’ 
5“So he invited each person who owed money to his employer to come and discuss the 
situation.  He asked the first one, ‘How much do you owe him?’  6The man replied, ‘I owe 
him 800 gallons of olive oil.’  So the manager told him, ‘Take the bill and quickly change it 
to 400 gallons’ 
7“‘And how much do you owe my employer?’ he asked the next man.  ‘I owe him 1,000 
bushels of wheat,’ was the reply.  ‘Here,’ the manager said, ‘take the bill and change it to 
800 bushels.’ 
8“The rich man had to admire the dishonest rascal for being so shrewd.  And it is true that 
the children of this world are more shrewd in dealing with the world around them than 
are the children of the light.  9Here’s the lesson: Use your worldly resources to benefit 
others and make friends.  Then, when your possessions are gone, they will welcome you 
to an eternal home. 
10“If you are faithful in little things, you will be faithful in large ones.  But if you are 
dishonest in little things, you won’t be honest with greater responsibilities.  11And if you 
are untrustworthy about worldly wealth, who will trust you with the true riches of heaven?  
12And if you are not faithful with other people’s things, why should you be trusted with 
things of your own? 
 
PRAY 
 
When I was at camp as a youngster, I learned a song about heaven.  The lyrics would make 
an English teacher and a theologian cringe.  However, it makes a valid point, so rather 
than singing it, I shall recite a few stanzas for you-- 
Oh you can't get to heaven in a Chevrolet,  
cuz a Chevrolet don't know the way 
Oh you can't get to heaven in a Chevrolet,  
cuz a Chevrolet don't know the way 
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I ain't gonna grieve my lord no more! 
 
Or a more contemporary version: 
Oh you can’t get to heaven in a tesla car 
Cuz a tesla car, can't get that far... 
(repeat) 
 
You get the idea! 
 
That song came to mind when I read an article about a local man (now deceased) named 
Harold LeMay.  Perhaps you are familiar with him. 
According to the article I read, he had two major accomplishments in his life. 
 
First, he collected nearly 2,400 vintage vehicles in his life - including 300+ old Chevys, 300+ 
Cadillacs, not to mention numerous Fords, Packards, Hudsons, Rolls Royces, English 
double decker busses, and more - which he kept in 58 buildings in 5 different states!  That 
is a lot of vehicles!  He also sold cars - 6 of them, but the article stated that he felt so badly 
about it that he bought back 3 of them!  (See some at the LeMay Museum in Tacoma.) 
 
Harold's second accomplishment was the establishment of LeMay Enterprises - the 
largest private trash removal and recycling business in WA State, and the 10th largest in 
the country. 
 
I did not know this individual, however, based on this article I can make two observations 
about him.  One, Mr. LeMay invested a lot of money in vehicles that would not get him to 
heaven.  I do hope he enjoyed them during his 81 years of life. 
 
Two, as one who made his living in the trash removal business, he cared about the 
environment.  That "investment", if you will, is one which benefited a great many 
residents in our state. 
 
What was the best investment Harold LeMay ever made?  You decide.  Not now, after 
you hear the rest of the story....! 
 
Did you know that in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke an average of one out of 
every six verses deals with either material possessions or money?  Did you know that over 
half of the parables Jesus told had to do with the same?  Do you wonder why Jesus talked 
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more about money and possessions, than he did about heaven or hell?  I suppose it is 
because God know the tremendous influence and power that money has in our lives.  We 
spend a great deal of time earning money saving/spending/investing it, it is important to 
know how to use it wisely. 
 
More importantly, the Bible teaches that how we use money is a test - it is a spiritual test 
- v.11: "If you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you 
with true riches? 
 
The implication is that true riches do NOT consist of all of Harold LeMays’ vintage cars or 
his business and real estate holdings, nor in Bill Gates' billions, your and my financial 
portfolios.  
 
What are true riches?  
How may we find and acquire them? 
This is our focus this week and next. 
 
A parable is a story that Jesus tells to illustrate a point - a spiritual truth.  This particular 
parable is often misunderstood.  It appears at first glance, that Jesus is commending 
dishonesty.  But that is NOT what is happening.  In fact, he uses a clever crook as an 
example of something completely unrelated to dishonesty. 
 
First of all, the main character in the story is a steward or manager for a successful 
businessman.  The owner of the business somehow gets wind of the fact that the manager 
has been mismanaging his accounts.  Perhaps he was skimming money off the top.  Maybe 
he was taking a larger commission than he should, and the difference was coming out of 
the boss’s profits.  So he gets called in by the boss: "Give an account of your management, 
because you cannot be my manager any longer." 
 
Like the man in the story, ALL OF US are stewards of possessions that are ultimately 
'owned' by God.  None of us brought anything into this world, nor will be take anything 
with us when we die. 
 
The creation accounts in Genesis (Ch 1&2) describe the fact that God gives to us, human 
beings made in God's own image, the responsibility for the careful 
management/stewardship of the earth, and all its resources. 
Deut. 8:17-19 reminds us that it is "the Lord our God who gives us power to get wealth." 
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It is very easy to take credit for all that we have earned and accomplished.  But the reality 
is that EVERYTHING - including our health, our genes, our brain power, our education, our 
families, our homes, our possessions, and our bank accounts - ALL are gifts from God.  
Ultimately - were it not for God's grace, we would have none of it. 
 
We are like the fellow in the story - managers of all we have, which ultimately belongs to 
God.  One day each of us will give an account of how we have managed what God has 
given us. 
 
HOW WE WILL HAVE INVESTED OUR TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE TO FURTHER THE 
KINGDOM OF GOD?? 
 
In this passage, Jesus is speaking with his disciples, but Luke says in v.14 "The Pharisees, 
who were lovers of money, heard all of this and they ridiculed him."  The Pharisees - were 
the self-righteous religious leaders of the day.  They thought they had no need for Jesus. 
 
I think Jesus liked to tell stories when he knew the Pharisees were eavesdropping, 
especially ones with some shock value.  Here he says: "I'm going to give you a role model 
- and this guy is a crook!"  That got their attention!!  Does it get yours?? 
 
No doubt about it - this guy was a thief and a crook, but he did something right!  Let's take 
a look at where he went wrong, and what he got right. 
 
Jesus says: The boss commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. 
Why is this shrewdness commended? 
 
The guy knows he's been caught with his hand in the boss's bank account.  He knows is 
days are numbered.  Soon, he'll be cleaning out his desk, and start looking for a new job.  
He also knows himself well enough to know that he cannot handle physical labor, and 
that he is too ashamed to beg.  So, he devises a scheme - this time, his plan is not to 
defraud the boss, but to get in the good graces of the boss's clients so that when he is 
unemployed, they might take mercy on him and "welcome him into their homes." 
 
What is the FIRST THING HE does right?   
He had Foresight. 
He saw not only the consequences of his actions (unemployment), but he also thought of 
a way to try to remedy it. 
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The SECOND THING HE DOES?  HE PLANS AHEAD (v.4) 
"I know what I'll do"...he takes action. 
He approaches each of the boss's clients and reduces each bill by the amount of his 
commission.  Who wouldn't be happier to owe less money?  One bill he reduces by half, 
the second one by 30 percent (no reason given for the difference). 
 
THIRD, HE ACTED QUICKLY. 
He wasted no time in taking action to cover himself, but he is fooling no one. 
The boss knows all of this - yet he commends him!  Why is this crook held up as a model 
for us? 
"The master commended him because he acted shrewdly." 
 
The KEY Verse is 8, where Jesus adds this editorial comment: "For the people of this world 
are shrewder in dealing with their own kind, than are the people of the light. 
I tell you, use worldly wealthy to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you 
will be welcomed into eternal dwellings." 
 
What is Jesus saying? 
Many unbelievers are wiser in how they manage their money than believers are.  We can 
learn from them, even if we do not share their values.  We can admire a quality in a 
person, without approving of all they do - as in the parable that Jesus told. 
 
We need to be wise and discerning stewards, investing in the Kingdom of God. Remember 
Harold LeMay?  What if he’d invested even a fraction of his wealth in people, not vehicles? 
 
I doubt that you've heard of Oseola McCarty.  For most of her 87 years, she did one thing.  
She did laundry for the well to do families of Hattiesburg, Mississippi.  When she began, 
she earned fifty cents a load.  Each week, she tucked away some of her hard-earned 
money in a savings account. 
 
When she finally retired, she asked her banker how much she had saved.  An amazing 
quarter of a million dollars! 
This shy, single woman said: "I had more than I could use - I can't take it with me when I 
die, so I thought it best to give it to some students to get an education.  It is more blessed 
to give than to receive.” 
She donated the bulk of her wealth to nearby University of Southern Mississippi, creating 
a scholarship fund for African American students.  
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What an investment she made - sharing her wealth by investing it in people whose lives 
will be changed by the education they receive.  And in turn, these college graduates will 
go on to touch even more lives! 
 
This is an example of what Jesus is saying: she used her worldly wealth to gain friends for 
herself here, and she will be welcomed into eternal dwellings!  That's investing in 
heavenly treasure - using her affluence for a positive influence.  That is the purpose of 
giving!  
 
Harold LeMay, Osceola McCarty, you and I - each one of us will give to God an account for 
our own stewardship of the gifts God has given us. 
With regard to our finances and true riches - are they one and the same? 
Jesus says to "store up for yourselves treasure in heaven, where rust and moths do not 
destroy - where our treasure is, there our hearts will be also." 
 
Ah, our hearts.  Where is your heart?  What is the condition of your heart?  (Get it: "heart 
condition"??) 
It your heart consumed by possessions?  Focused on financial security?  OR  
is your heart hungering for knowing and serving God and God’s Kingdom?  
 
Each one of us has 24 hours in a day.  How are we investing our time? 
Each one of us has been given a spiritual gift, along with skills.  How are we investing 
these and leveraging them for the Kingdom of God? 
We all have varying amounts of “treasure” - “assets”, be they financial or otherwise.  How 
are we investing these with eternal rewards in mind? 
What will be your/my lasting legacy?  What will be Calvary’s lasting legacy? 
How are we using our resources/”affluence” to influence others for Christ’s Kingdom?  
Worldly riches are temporary. Spiritual riches and relationships - with God and with 
others--these are lasting, eternal riches. 
How are you - How is Calvary - investing in the Kingdom of God? 
How are we impacting the lives of people here in Enumclaw, that will have a lasting, 
eternal consequence? 
How might we invest in "true riches"?   
 
Let us pray. 


