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“Don't Give UP”           Pastor Cindy Ehlke 
Psalm 98 & Luke 21:5-19                November 13, 2022 

 
One of the themes in today's scripture has to do with the impermanence of human 
achievement.  When I first began to focus on this text, the title of the sermon came to me 
in a very non-scriptural way.  I was thinking about my frustration when I try to order 
things online using my cell phone.  You can likely identify with this.  “Log in.  Enter your 
password.  Sorry, we do not have any record of that.  Check your email for a passcode.”  By 
the time I look in my email and return to the log in, the passcode no longer was valid.  In 
frustration I slammed my cell phone on my desk and said, “I give upl!l”  That attitude is 
definitely not part of today's lesson. 
 
Finding a source of hope is a persistent theme in this text.  There is the contrast between 
the reality of our daily living and our hopes and dreams.  Take the reference to Temple in 
Jerusalem for example.  People were talking about the Temple and how it was so 
beautifully decorated and that these decorations were gifts offered to God.  Jesus warns 
them to be careful not to be fooled by placing such an emphasis on a physical building.  
Unfortunately, we often place our trust in temporary “stones.”  After Jesus warning to the 
people, he goes on to discuss the difficult events that are to come. 

 
Verses 10-12 describe catastrophic events that could easily describe our world situations 
today.  “In various places there will be great earthquakes, sicknesses and a lack of food.”  
Most of us could relate to these events as the very ones we hear about in our news.  It 
goes on to say that Jesus’ followers will be persecuted for their faith.  This is pretty grim 
stuff.  As a literary form, this text is referred to as apocalyptic literature.  It is, on the 
surface, considered a description of events on a catastrophic scale.  On a first reading of this 
text, one may come away with a sense of a bleak outlook and very little reason to hope.  
Consider the similarity between the description of these catastrophic events and what we 
experience in our present day. 
 
To be very honest, I find the world events pretty discouraging.  It is hard not to be 
discouraged when I see people returning to their homes that are reduced to rubble and 
they have lost so many treasures such as photos and other memorabilia.  Then I hear 
stories about families who cannot afford enough food.  
 
One particularly haunting story was the comment of one mother who said she had run out 
of edible plants and insects that they used for food.  It seems at times like even at our best 
efforts to help, the scale of need is overwhelming.  Yet, in commentaries about this text, 
the common thread is that this passage is grounded in hope.  So, the question to be 
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answered is how do we find hope in the midst of difficult times? 
 
In Psalm 9g, it says “All the ends of the earth have seen God's power to save.” When we 
consider the sacrifice, the Lord has made for each one of us, it becomes easier to trust in 
our future even when things have gotten so bad that it feels like the world is closing in 
upon us.  “Don't give up” sums up the attitude that is ours when we follow the Lord. 
 
We can trust that even when we face the most difficult of times, we should keep up our 
trust in God because God remains ever-present and faithful.  Looking at the catastrophic 
events in our present times, there are still signs of hope.  I have become so thankful for the 
many ways people have stepped up to ease these stresses.  There are many disaster relief 
groups that enter these situations, providing food, medical assistance and all forms of 
supplies intended to help bring relief.  There are so many people who are motivated to help 
one another.  People participate in prayer chains, offering prayers for healing and comfort. 
 
Organizations work together to provide temporary housing.  Goods and services are offered 
at reduced rates.  The list can go on and on.  The concept of sacrifice becomes a requirement 
for hope.  As incongruous as this sounds, consider again the sacrifice of our Lord.  Giving up 
life itself.  That priceless gift becomes our source of hope.  So, in response, what might we 
need to give up in order to ease some of the problems that have been mentioned in our 
scripture?  Or to put it another way, should our focus, or our goals be readjusted to reduce 
the risks of these difficult events?  To reiterate, we need to change our focus away from 
temporary human institutions to God's desires and plans for us. 
 
In the most recent issue of Presbyterians Today, the front page has the title “Changing 
the World One act and one word at a time.”  The picture on the front cover is of a letter 
written to Santa. It reads, “Dear Santa, I wish you could bring me: 

-a computer  - a bicycle  - a dog 
 
But the list has been edited.  There are red lines drawn through the requests. Instead, 
the revised list reads “I wish you could bring me love-peace-justice.” 
 
This says it well.  To change the focus of our world's priorities, we move away from purely 
more purchases to changing the situations that have created some of the catastrophic 
events.  We turn to God to guide us.  By putting Him first, we accept the challenge to 
change our lifestyles to reflect a sacrificial life for the betterment of our lives and our 
world. 


