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Grace + Gratitude = Generosity          Rev. Lynell M. Caudillo 
2 Corinthians 9:6-15                             November 8, 2020 
 
Introduction: The Apostle Paul is writing to the believers in Corinth, to follow up on 
a previous request that they take an offering to send to Jerusalem, to alleviate the 
poverty of the believers there.  The Corinthians had previously agreed to do so, and 
now Paul is encouraging them to follow through.  (They do.) 
 
2 Corinthians 9:6-15 New Living Translation (NLT) 
6Remember this - a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop.  But 
the one who plants generously will get a generous crop.  7You must each decide in 
your heart how much to give.  And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure. 
“For God loves a person who gives cheerfully.”  8And God will generously provide 
all you need.  Then you will always have everything you need, and plenty left over 
to share with others.  9As the Scriptures say, 
“They share freely and give generously to the poor.  Their good deeds will be 
remembered forever.”    (Psalm 112:9)  
10For God is the one who provides seed for the farmer and then bread to eat.  In 
the same way, he will provide and increase your resources and then produce a 
great harvest of generosity in you. 
11Yes, you will be enriched in every way so that you can always be generous.  And 
when we take your gifts to those who need them, they will thank God.  12So two 
good things will result from this ministry of giving - the needs of the believers in 
Jerusalem will be met, and they will joyfully express their thanks to God. 
13As a result of your ministry, they will give glory to God.  For your generosity to 
them and to all believers will prove that you are obedient to the Good News of 
Christ.  14And they will pray for you with deep affection because of the overflowing 
grace God has given to you.  15Thank God for this gift too wonderful for words! 
 
PRAY 
 
The phone rang.  The caller identified himself as an employee of Sears.  “I’m calling 
to arrange delivery of your new washer and dryer.” 
“What?!”  I explained he must have the wrong number.  We had not ordered any 
new appliances. 
“Are you Mrs. Caudillo?” he asked, as he correctly confirmed our address.  
“There must be some mistake.” I protested.   
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“No mistake!” he replied.  “When can we bring these over?” 
 
At the time our two very active sons were in grade school, it seemed as if our 
washer and dryer were in constant use.  They were definitely showing signs of age.   
Someone had made a gift of new ones - how could we refuse?  It was a totally 
unexpected blessing! 
 
Paul begins with a well-known truth. 
Every gardener or farmer is well acquainted with the reality that if one plants or 
sows seed sparingly, one will reap a proportionately small harvest.  However, if one 
is generous in planting, one will reap an abundant harvest. 
 
When first married, Rob and I lived in student housing.  Ours was the end unit in a 
fourplex, and we had a strip of ground next to ours where I decided to plant a 
garden.  A couple of tomato starts, zucchini, carrots, etc.  What I did not know then, 
was how prolific one zucchini plant can be - and I had planted three!  I was able to 
supply all my neighbors with as much zucchini as they wanted! 
 
Paul encourages the believers to give, offering three guidelines: 
1. Giving is an individual decision or a decision made by one’s household.  It is 

personal to you and/or your spouse. 
2. Giving requires resolve.  That is, “as each has purposed” or “to make up one’s 

own mind”.  To give, is to make a deliberate choice.  (This is one reason I 
would encourage you to use the pledge card you will receive in the mail.)  
When I complete my pledge card, return a portion to Calvary, and keep the 
other part - it is a tangible reminder of my material and spiritual 
commitment: first to Christ, and then to Calvary.  It is an expression of my 
desire to give, and of my spiritual discipline of tithing. 

3. Giving is an expression of love - “God so loved, that God gave his one and 
only son…” (John 3:16).  We give out of gratitude for this gift we have 
received from God.  Our motivation is love and gratitude.  Our motivation is 
not to gain attention.  All of us seen people on television, and as the cameras 
roll, they hold huge oversize cardboard “checks” representing corporate and 
sometimes, individual, contributions to a cause.  It is good to give, but 
privately, not for publicity sake.  
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Jesus warns: “Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be 
seen by them.  If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. 
2“So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by others.  Truly 
I tell you, they have received their reward in full.  3But when you give to the needy, 
do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your giving 
may be in secret.  Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward 
you.  (Matthew 6:1-4) 
 
If we are giving reluctantly, out of guilt not gratitude, out of obligation not out of 
love, we should not give.  Giving freely, joyfully, lovingly from our hearts - this is 
what God desires.  Giving is the natural outcome of a loving relationship with our 
Savior. 
 
When we give, there are at least four beneficiaries: 
1. - The one who gives! (v.8-11)   
The promise of God is to give generously to meet our needs - not our greeds - with 
enough left over to share.(v.8)  
Do you trust that GOD will provide for you?  One of God’s names in the Old 
Testament Hebrew translates “Provider”. 
What do you think of “leftovers”?  I suppose it depends on what is left over!  If we 
are talking about food, or if we’re talking about money or whatever.  I learned 
recently about a slightly different concept relative to giving, called “Overflow”.  
 
“Overflow”…comes not from our planned giving or pledge but from deliberate 
cutting back in other areas of our budget so that we can be generous to others.  For 
example – maybe you budget so much per week for food/groceries.  Suppose that 
at the end of the month you realize that you have spent less than you budgeted. 
The “overflow” can be given away to those in need.  Or you may decide to forgo 
your daily latte, save that amount, and give the “overflow” to a particular cause. 
 
Other forms of overflow occur when we receive unexpected gifts or income that 
moves us beyond our budget – … an unexpected raise in pay, receiving a tax refund, 
a rebate, or an unexpected inheritance.  
 
Remember our new washer and dryer??  Mystery solved!  When “Vera”, a dear 
friend, unexpectedly received a small inheritance from a distant cousin.  She 
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decided to give it away.  She had heard me express our need for new appliances 
and purchased the washer and dryer for us as a surprise! 
 
Being a divorced, single mom, who lived very modestly and worked well into her 
70’s, Vera could have easily stashed this “overflow” in her retirement account.  But 
for the joy of giving to others, Vera surprised us - and several others, with very 
generous gifts!  She could hardly contain her joy when we saw her.      
 
“Overflow… is the thrill and satisfaction of giving, resulting from decisions about 
our way of life.  Overflow provides a direct line between giving up something or 
changing our style of living and the giving of the gift to where it is needed.”  (from 
God’s Managers, by Ray and Lillian Bair)* 
 
“Overflow” can provide fresh opportunities for us to be generous beyond our 
normal giving. 
 
Besides the giver, who else benefits? 
2 - The recipients. (v.12).  In this passage, Paul says the needy ones in Jerusalem 
will benefit and in receiving the gifts from the Corinthians. 
 
3 - God, who receives thanks, praise, and glory (v.11-12).  Since God is the greatest 
giver of all, and all gifts originate with God, God gets and deserves the credit, when 
we share God’s gifts with others.  The mistake we sometimes make is in thinking 
that what we have is ours.  Everything we have is a gift from God, we are stewards 
or managers of it. 
 
4 - The church also benefits (v.13-14).  Stewarding and sharing God’s gifts are 
expressions of our discipleship and our “obedience to the Good News of Christ”.  
Giving—sharing—is evidence of our relationship with Christ and is a spiritual 
discipline.  Generosity should be integral to our lifestyle of love for God and for all 
God’s children, especially the most vulnerable (as we learned in our series on 
Biblical Justice.) 
 
Imagine going to a foreign country to visit for several months.  Then a pandemic 
hit.  You and your family are stuck.  You cannot return home.  God has graciously 
provided a place for you stay, but nothing is “normal”.  With two special needs 
teens, who thrive on routine and “normalcy”, this situation creates challenges.  This 
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has been the case for John and Heather WItherow, our missionaries from S. Africa, 
and their sons Jake and Caleb.  Heather was accustomed to home schooling, so she 
did her best to re-create a “normal” school year for them, following their South 
African school schedule.  When we zoomed with them early in October, she told us 
that they were finding small victories to celebrate, just to get through.  The boys 
completed their junior year of high school on October 29th.   
 
As a result of this conversation, the idea of a surprise celebration box was born - 
many of you contributed cards for both boys.  Also included were some party 
supplies, and a gift card so they could select favorite foods or whatever they chose 
to add to their celebration!  This is a great example – we benefited from giving, the 
recipients could not have been more surprised and pleased (as you can see from 
the photos in the bulletin, p.11) and they gave thanks and praise to God!  The entire 
body of Christ, the church, is the beneficiary! 
 
Giving joyfully comes from a heart that trusts in God’s ready, daily provision.  Verse 
8: “God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in ALL things at ALL times, having 
ALL that you need, you will abound in every good work.” 
 
God is not half-hearted but open-hearted, not tight-fisted but open-handed, not 
begrudging but gracious.  God is the One who provides, and God invites us into a 
trusting reciprocal relationship.  The world sends a different message: No one will 
take care of you but you.  Get all you can while you can.  Grab for the gusto.  One 
can never have enough. 
 
The biblical message is quite different. Steve Simon once said: God tells us to give 
because it builds our trust in God as our provider and because it keeps us from 
being enslaved to the “god of More.” 
 
We must resist and counteract this message of our consumer-oriented culture.  
God is One who provides, who promises enough for our needs, plus enough to 
share.  “More is not better”, as it is a denial of God’s sufficiency and ability to 
“provide for all our needs according to his riches in Christ Jesus.”  
((https://www.lynnebaab.com/blog/money-generosity-and-transformation-into) 
 

https://www.lynnebaab.com/blog/money-generosity-and-transformation-into
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Giving/tithing is a spiritual discipline intended to reflect God’s generosity and 
provision.  Such generosity transforms us more and more into the image of Jesus 
Christ, who gave His all for us and for our salvation. (2 Corinthians 8:9) 
 
The word for Grace… 
   …Gift… 
    Gratitude (or thanks) 
All share the same root word in Greek.  Here in these 9 verses, Paul uses this word 
10 times! 
 
In addition, the word for “abundant” or “abound” (these two share the same root 
in Greek) occurs 6 times! 
 
It is in God’s very nature - it is in God’s DNA - to give gifts abundantly, lavishly, 
grace-fully. 
We do nothing to deserve these gifts!  They are ours to share.   
When we do so, we reflect our family resemblance, as those made in the image and 
likeness of God. 
 
“Thanks be to God for this gift too wonderful for words!” 
2 Corinthians 9:15NLT 
 
PRAY 
 
*https://godspacelight.com/2011/09/27/gods-managers-balancing-finances-in-a-
changing-world/   


