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A Season of Thanksgiving             Pastor Amelia Besola 
2 Corinthians 9: 6-11 & Proverbs 3:1-10    November 6, 2022 
 
November is both a month of Thanksgiving and a time for listening to the Holy 
Spirit's leading as we move forward with Calvary's Stewardship campaign.  Next 
week we will be dedicating the pledge cards and I invite each of you to prayerfully 
consider what you will be pledging to Calvary.  Please listen to the Holy Spirit's 
leading as you consider what the Lord is putting on your heart to pledge. 
 
Today's sermon is about approaching life and our presence in this world with an 
attitude of gratitude.  With the changing of the season comes an opportunity-as 
the leaves are shaken loose, and the winter winds whip down from the mountain 
we can make a choice - that choice is to choose giving thanks and praise to the 
source of all good things, the Lord Almighty.   
 
Not only does November signals a change in the weather patterns and the 
marching forward through the last quarter of the year, but it is also a time when 
as a church family we plan the finances for the upcoming year.  This is a time 
when we are each invited to reflect on the way in which we want to pledge our 
giving to Calvary.  I know that times are tough for many people with fixed 
incomes. Gas prices are high, grocery bills are high - the news is filled with 
ominous warnings about war, conflict, inflation, and all sorts of scary and 
intimidating things. 
 
Our New Testament lesson comes from Paul's letter to the Corinthians.  The 
context of this letter is that in the late-40s A.D., a famine swept across Judea, and 
Christians in Jerusalem were in need.  The leaders of the Jerusalem church, James, 
Cephas, and John requested Paul “to remember the poor."  Jerusalem Christians 
were really suffering, and they needed to buy food.  The offering that was to be 
taken for the Jerusalem church would meet both physical and spiritual needs.   
Paul began by encouraging Christians in the Greek peninsula to contribute to an 
offering to provide relief for Jerusalem Christians.  
 
Pledging funds for the Jerusalem Christians is a theme seen in several places 
throughout the New Testament.  In Romans 15:25-29, Paul will mention this 
offering again, acknowledging that the churches in Macedonia (the province to 
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the North) and Achaia (the province to the south) both contributed to the 
offering.  
 
At the end of his first letter to the Corinthian church (1 Corinthians 16:2-3)., Paul 
introduced the subject of the offering for the Jerusalem church, saying, “On the 
first day of the week, let each one of you save, as he may prosper, that no 
collections be made when I come.  When I arrive, I will send whoever you approve 
with letters to carry your gracious gift to Jerusalem.”   
 
Then, in this second letter to the Corinthians, Paul mentioned the offering once 
again, using the response of the Macedonian church as an example.  The 
Macedonian church had contributed to this offering generously “of their own 
accord” (8:3) despite their poverty.  Paul raised the challenge to the Corinthian 
church by talking about Christ, who “for your sakes… became poor, that you 
through his poverty might become rich” (8:9).  In the previous chapter, 2 
Corinthians 8-9, Paul continues to emphasize the offering for the Jerusalem 
church, encouraging the Corinthian Christians to “arrange ahead of time the 
generous gift that you promised before” (9:5).   
 
Paul is saying that the same is true in financial generosity.  A person who is 
generous will usually be rewarded.  The reward doesn’t always come in money, 
and it doesn’t always come in this life, but God does bless people who are 
generous.  Paul writes in verse 7, “Each of you should give what you have decided 
in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver."  If we feel obligated to give, if we resent the offering, if we dread 
the request, then we are not really generous.  True generosity is an act of 
obedience, following the Lord's leading.  It's about an attitude of the heart.  I 
invite each of you to listen for the Lord's leading and to remember this: You 
cannot outgive God.  
 
Everyone should make their own decisions about how much to give.  Paul is 
pointing out some factors we may want to keep in mind as we consider how 
generous we can be.  “God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at 
all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work” (9:8).  
God is generous, supplying all that we need, so we do not need to hoard 
everything we have.  He wants us to abound in good works, and generosity is one 
of them.  
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Paul makes the promise even more clear when he says, “Now he who supplies 
seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of 
seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness” (9:10).  Paul is using 
“seed” as a metaphor.  He is writing to people who live in a city, not on a farm.  
His point is that God is the source of all blessings.  
 
Whatever our source of money is, God can cause the source to prosper, so that 
we will in time receive more and more.  He can work in the entire picture, from its 
beginning in seed, to its final result in bread.  And Paul is saying that if we are 
generous, then God will bless our source and our results.  
 
But the most important blessing is the harvest of righteousness, the gift of being 
counted as righteous through faith in Jesus Christ.  We are counted as righteous 
by his grace, and we are simultaneously called on to live in righteousness, to 
conform our actions to what he wants, and this includes generosity.  The harvest 
of thanks: “You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on 
every occasion, and through us, your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God” 
(9:11). If you are generous, God will bless you, Paul promises, so you can be 
generous in future occasions, too.  He will bless the beginning of your income and 
the results of your work.  He will supply your needs, so you can continue to give 
to others.  And as you do that, Paul says, people will be thanking God for what 
you do.  This collection meets a real need, and the people who receive it will 
appreciate it and be thankful for it.  We have many good reasons to feel good 
about helping them.  
 
We can be confident that God will supply all our needs and give us blessings we 
can share with others.  As we share material blessings, we also form spiritual 
bonds between brothers and sisters in Christ.  Paul states a principle that would 
be obvious to any farmer or gardener.  The person who measures seed too 
sparingly will likely go hungry when winter comes.  Stingy people, in the end, will 
pay a penalty for their miserly behavior.  
 
That principle holds in other realms as well.  The employee who watches the clock 
and gives only minimum effort is not likely to be selected for promotion.  Parents 
who have no time for their children when they are young are likely to find that 
their children have no time for them once they have grown up and left home.  
The word “sparingly” is a good translation of the Greek word pheidomenos.  Both 
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words speak of holding back - using restraint - being careful - measuring by the 
teaspoon instead of by the liter or gallon - calculating by inches instead of miles. 
Restraint can be good or bad, depending on how it is applied.  It is a good idea to 
apply criticism sparingly - and angry words - and violence.  It often helps to 
exercise restraint with money.  When the prodigal son spent wastefully, he soon 
found himself eating pig slop and humble pie (Luke 15:11-24).  There are times 
when we should throw caution to the winds - when we should really extend 
ourselves.  In the end, it’s a judgment call - a “best guess” decision that could 
prove right or wrong - but we need to remember that we are not likely to reap 
bountifully if we sow sparingly.  In verse 6 we see this quote, “He who sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully."  Paul then states the reverse principle - that 
the person who gives generously is likely to receive generosity in return.  In the 
verses that follow, Paul will speak of God’s generosity - and God’s inclination to 
bless those who are generous to others.  Generosity has the potential to bring 
great and long-lasting joy.  How sad it would be if these Corinthian Christians 
were to feel sorrow instead of joy because of their contribution.  
   
Note the global nature of Paul’s language.  He speaks of “all grace,” “all 
sufficiency,” “everything,” and “every good work.”  Paul is a man of faith, and his 
faith assures him that the God who “gives seed to the sower and bread to the 
eater” (Isaiah 55:10).  The Lord would provide abundantly for these Corinthian 
Christians.  Just as the Lord provided for the Corinthians, the Lord will provide for 
us.  
 
God, of course, is the one who supplies seed and bread.  As we see in Matthew, 
we serve the same God who feeds the birds of the sky, who don’t sow or reap or 
gather into barns.  It is the same God who gives “rains from the sky and fruitful 
seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness.  It is the same God who so 
loved the world “that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish, but have eternal life." 
 
The offering that Paul was encouraging would l have two effects.  First, it would 
serve the physical needs of Jerusalem Christians, for whom it is intended.  Their 
situation is dire, because of the Judean famine.  The offering will help them to 
import food.  
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Giving should be motivated by the purposes of our own hearts.  It should never be 
coerced or manipulated.  We should give because we want to give and because 
God has put it in our own hearts to give.  Our giving should not be done 
grudgingly or from a sense of dread.  God does not want our giving to be grudging 
or regretfully given with plenty of complaining) or of necessity (given because 
someone has made us or manipulated us into giving).  This is more the spirit 
behind taxation, not Biblical giving.  Finally, giving is a private, not public decision.  
Christians should not be looking for any kind of public recognition for their giving. 
Christians should desire to give because the Lord gave us His Son, Jesus Christ. 
When we celebrate communion, we are remembering this awesome gift.  
  
God’s promise to the farmer is His promise to the generous giver.  He will provide 
what they need and the seed for next year’s harvest.  He will increase our 
material “seed” so that we can use it to bless others - the more we give, the more 
we get.  The more we get, the more we give.  The world thinks this is foolish, but 
Paul knew it was a reality to the Christians.  Paul is encouraging a life of 
generosity that flows from the believer with a giving heart.  God will provide for 
the needs of those who generously give to the needs of others.  He will give so 
they can continue to bless others.  
 
No farmer sows without exercising simple faith in the law of the harvest.  If he 
had no faith, he would not sow at all.  If your giving is from a grateful heart, it 
does not matter if it is the smallness of the "widow's mite.  The Lord does not 
judge the size of the gift-he looks at the attitude of your heart.  There is also the 
return of our giving, as seen in verses 8 through 10, "And God will generously 
provide all you need.  Then you will always have everything you need, and plenty 
left over to share with others.  For God is the one who provides seed for the 
farmer and then bread to eat.  In the same way, he will provide and increase your 
resources and then produce a great harvest of generosity in you.”  
 
The Lord has so richly blessed each of us-we have so much to be Thankful for.  I 
invite each of you to rejoice in his goodness.  He WILL fill our cups to overflowing. 
He is ever-loving and faithful! 


