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Scripture Reading: 

Treasures in Heaven 

19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and rust 

destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves 

treasures in heaven, where moths and rust do not destroy, and where 

thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your 

heart will be also. 

22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good,[a] your whole body 

will be full of light. 23 But if your eyes are bad,[b] your whole body will be full of 

darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that 

darkness! 

24 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the 

other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot 

serve both God and money. 

 

Prayer: 

Lord, open our heart to your word and help us to understand what you are 

revealing to us through it. Let the words that I speak now be your words and 

may they reveal what you would say to this congregation. Give them power 

to change lives and proclaim your kingdom and your will to all who hear 

them. Let the words that I speak come from you, be about you, and be for 

you and your will for us as individuals and as a congregation. In Jesus holy 

name, Amen 

 

If I were to ask you “what do you have to do to earn your salvation, what is 

the cost to you how would you answer? You would say “nothing, it’s free” 

and you would be correct. Salvation is a gift of god from his grace that is 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6%3A+19-24&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23305a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6%3A+19-24&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23306b
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given to all who accept his son Jesus as their savior. We don’t earn or even 

deserve it but it is given out of love from God through Christ. However, 

discipleship is different. To be a disciple of Christ means to accept his 

teachings, and help spread them and most importantly to live them. That is 

the definition of disciple. So what we have been looking at is the question 

“what does it take or ‘cost’ to do that?” 

 

Let’s imagine that your life is a circle with rings going out from a central 

core. The rings represent different aspects of your life like hobbies, job, wife, 

kids, house, car, church etc.… and where at the center is the thing that is 

most important to you. That is what the rest of your life revolves around and 

what most of your time and effort is spent on. Consider what is at the center 

of you circle.  

 

Is it you job? Do you spend your life working all the time, do you “live for 

that job” is it so important to you that you would sacrifice your time with 

kids and your family or church to do it? Maybe it’s your family. I love my 

wife and my children very much, I sacrifice a lot of things that I want in 

order to give them what they want. I do this willingly and happily because I 

love them. I would give my life in order to save any one of them. Is it your 

retirement money? Are you constantly calling your financial advisor and 

checking the stock market? Is it a car that you keep in the garage and wipe 

down with a soft cloth diaper and never drive? Is it a community 

organization like rotary, lions or the wellness foundation that gets all of your 

attention and time? Are you focused on your wealth or your position in the 

community? 
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Ecclesiastes 5:10New International Version (NIV) 

10 Whoever loves money never has enough; 

    whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with their income. 

    This too is meaningless. 

 

We send teems to Africa on mission trips and what do we hear when they 

get back? How these people that have hardly anything as far as material 

possessions are concerned are filled with joy and happy to have the dirt that 

they walk on and the air that they breathe. And we who have so much that 

we have storage areas full of stuff, live our life in anguish. We are never 

satisfied, never stop accumulating, always going for a little more. 

 

Ecclesiastes 5:15 

15 Everyone comes naked from their mother’s womb, 

    and as everyone comes, so they depart. 

They take nothing from their toil 

    that they can carry in their hands. 

All of the things we have worked our entire life for, our home, car, money, 

power and standing, everything… stay here. These are the treasures on 

earth that Jesus is talking about in Mathew.  

 

What needs to be at the center of your life? 

 

 


