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Do stewardship sermons make you uncomfortable?  Me too!  Money 

is hard to talk about.  I will talk about money today, but the bigger 

picture I want us to consider is this: 

What does it mean to be a disciple?   

What does it mean for us to live out lives of faith in relationship to 

this question: 

How much is enough?   

And how do we figure out the answer to that, in relationship to love, 

joy, and gratitude? 

First, what does it mean to be a disciple? 

In today’s passage from Luke’s gospel (14:25-33, Jesus is talking to 

crowds…lots of people are being swept up in the excitement of 

Jesus’ healing and teaching. People are drawn to Jesus’ charismatic 

personality, his ability to heal and to teach with authority.  I imagine 

the enthusiasm of the people is contagious.  Perhaps in an effort to 

thin the crowds, to sift down to the committed ones who “get it”, 

those who will stick with him through and beyond the cross, Jesus 

does not mince words here concerning discipleship and the cost of 

following him. 

Let’s be clear about two things.   

First of all, the word “disciple” means “learner”.  I like that, because 

as a “learner” I am “in process”. I have not yet arrived. I am not yet 

fully mature in my faith, and that is ok because as a disciple, I am 

first and foremost, a “learner”!  So are you. 



I know personally, as both a learner and as a teacher, that some 

lessons are harder than others.  In fact, what Jesus teaches us in 

this passage about the costliness of being a disciple, is hard to hear.   

Second, Cindy talked last week about the language in this passage. 

Jesus says a disciple must “hate” his/her family…this is hyperbole, 

exaggeration in order to make a point.  In Greek the implication is 

that a disciple must love Jesus more than all others.  Jesus demands 

preeminence or priority in all our relationships.  Jesus is the 

disciple’s first and truest love, above all others. 

However, in Greek, this expression which translates “to hate”, also 

means “to turn away from, to detach oneself from.”  There is nothing 

of that intense, negative emotion or feeling that we associate with  

“hatred”.  If that was true, v.26 alone would cancel all the calls to 

love, to care, to nourish, especially one’s own family, in both Old and 

New Testaments.  (p. 181-82, Fred Craddock, Luke (Interpretation Commentary). 

What Jesus is saying here is nothing new.  The first commandment 

clearly states: “You shall have no other gods before me.”  Or as 

Jesus himself stated positively, “Love the Lord your God with all 

your heart, mind, and strength, and love your neighbor as yourself.” 

But I wonder if Jesus is not also here teaching us about how we are 

to relate to our stuff…our possessions.   

33 In the same way, those of you who do not give up everything you have 

cannot be my disciples. 

If we “hate” or “love God more than” our possessions, we will “turn 

away from” or “detach ourselves from” our stuff! 

The question is: Do we possess our stuff, or does it possess us?  Do 

we grasp onto it tightly, or do we hold it lightly? Do we share it 

grudgingly or do we share it generously?  (Are we tight-fisted or 

open-handed? As the OT reading phrased it.) 

I read recently a study that asked people about contentment and 

what it would take for them to have “enough”.  The majority of 

people responded that if they had 10% more income, they would be 

content and have “enough”.    



But a follow up study with the same people indicated that once they 

achieved greater success and had managed to receive that higher 

standard of living, they still did not feel as if that was “enough”.  

Still they felt they needed an additional 10% more and then they 

would have “enough”.  Can you see where this is going??  It 

becomes a vicious cycle, and one will never have “enough”, because 

“enough” is a moving target. 

How many of you would agree that you probably have “enough” 

when it comes to stuff/possessions/material goods?  (Just ask 

anyone who is in the process of moving/downsizing…oh my.) 

My guess is that the majority of us have enough…enough, in fact, to 

be able to share, or to give away some of the excess.  I’ve got more 

shoes and coats than I can wear…the women’s shelter in Burien has 

been the recipient of these.  Today an announcement was made 

about items that are needed for the Corner of Love trip to Nicaragua 

in February.  Without spending a dime, I bet we could fill several 

suitcases with the items requested if we just clean out our drawers 

and closets! 

Let me ask you this:   Would you like to experience more JOY in your 

life??  How many of you have enough JOY? I saw that they are 

running a special 2 for1 special on joy at Fred Meyer this week!  Oh 

no!? There are some things money cannot buy!  So where do we find 

joy?? 

Does all the stuff give us JOY?   

I can answer for myself…no.  Stuff requires maintenance.  Stuff 

occupies space.  Space is a limited commodity.  Just call the PUBLIC 

STORAGE people.  You can have all the space you want--for a price!! 

According to the Internet (statisticsbrain.com) Americans alone pay 

22 billion dollars a year to store stuff that they can’t fit into their 

houses or garages, etc.  $22. billion dollars! Talk about counting the 

cost?! 

The promise of God is this: 2 Cor 9:8,11 

“And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things, at all 

times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good 

work….You will be enriched in every way so that you can be 



generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will 

result in thanksgiving to God.” 

So one way we can give—assuming God makes good on his 

promise—so that we have ALL we need-- is to share the stuff that we 

have.  That is stewardship, as much as anything we put in the 

offering plate.  Consider how you might leverage your “stuff” for the 

Kingdom of God. 

In Exodus 36, the children of Israel have been instructed by God 

through Moses to build a tabernacle or sanctuary which will house 

the ten commandments/Ark of the Covenant.  So skilled craftsmen 

have been enlisted to build the building, and the people have been 

asked to provide supplies for the job.  Listen to Exodus 36:2-6. 

 
2 Then Moses summoned Bezalel and Oholiab and every skilled person to 

whom the LORD had given ability and who was willing to come and do the 

work. 3 They received from Moses all the offerings the Israelites had brought 

to carry out the work of constructing the sanctuary. And the people 

continued to bring freewill offerings morning after morning. 4 So all the 

skilled workers who were doing all the work on the sanctuary left what they 

were doing 5 and said to Moses, “The people are bringing more than 

enough for doing the work the LORD commanded to be done.” 

6 Then Moses gave an order and they sent this word throughout the camp: 

“No man or woman is to make anything else as an offering for the 

sanctuary.” And so the people were restrained from bringing 

more,7 because what they already had was more than enough to do 

all the work. 

 

That is my dream!! To be able to say to you: “Stop giving!! We have more 

than enough!! God can and will supply all our needs and we will have MORE 

THAN ENOUGH!! 

 

Several years ago a church in Southern California caught the vision 

God gave them to build a pediatric health clinic for children in 



Malawi, Africa.  Their goal was to raise $160.000. dollars, more than 

they had ever raised before, for mission.  They wanted to do 

something big for God.  Their elders and pastors shared this vision 

with the congregation and decided to set Christmas Eve as the time 

when they would receive this special offering.   

Everyone was invited to participate, from the children, the youth 

group, on up.  They were challenged to find ways to leverage their 

stuff for God and the children of Malawi. 

The pastor, Bill Ankerberg said: 

The mood was electric on Christmas Eve as people brought their gifts to the 

front and put them in large baskets. Women cried, children ran up smiling, 

people gave with the greatest joy we have ever seen. They were delighted to 

give to God that which cost them something…. People even came from the 

community, who had heard of the project and wanted to participate. 

Children had sold toys, candy, saved allowances, youth babysat, and gave 

up Christmas presents to be able to give to the children of Malawi. Adults 

had given up Christmas presents; they had hosted dinners, sold stock, 

donated savings, sold cars and given up winter vacations. One couple had 

donated money they would have used for fertility drugs for the month in the 

hopes that maybe they could help save the life of someone else. People dug 

down deep and made personal sacrifices to achieve this goal. 

It took hours to count, but when the counting was complete, the 

congregation had not only exceeded their goal, but they had raised a 

staggering $525,057 for the children in Malawi!  

They had received more than enough for several clinics!! 

Who is your role model for loving and giving? 

Let’s look at the quintessential role model:  God.  

God so loved the World/you/me…that he gave…his one and only 

Son, that whosoever believes in him should not perish but have 

everlasting life!  (John 3:16) 

God so loved, that he gave… 

Ah…our giving should be for us an expression and a reflection of 

LOVE!  The result of our LOVING and GIVING we receive JOY! 



Advertisers want us to fast-forward from Halloween to Christmas. 

Thanksgiving is entirely overlooked.  No commercial value in being thankful.  

But, there is huge spiritual value in being thankful.  

And gratitude gives us JOY.  If we follow God’s example--God is self-giving, 

and the more we become like God in self-giving.  In giving thanks, we 

receive more joy!  

Jesus Christ was a sacrificial giver. He sets an example for us.  He gave up 

everything in heaven, came to earth, and died on the cross. But understand 

this: According to the writer of Hebrews 12:2, Jesus, for the JOY set before 

him, endured the cross….  In love and self-giving, Jesus suffered, yes.  But 

there was a bigger payoff: The JOY of saving his beloved people…you and 

me! 

We are the recipient of such amazing grace, such lavish love, such 

forgiveness so freely given!  Gratitude for these gifts, which no amount of 

money can buy, will give us immense joy.  It will also require a response. 

This week you received a stewardship letter with a pledge card enclosed. 

There are lots of numbers on the pledge card you received. Please 

don’t be bothered by those.  The most important number is NOT on 

there.  What number is that? 

Count your blessings.  Total them up.   That is the most important 

number. 

As you gather with family and friends for Thanksgiving, give God 

thanks for these blessings.  As you contemplate your financial giving 

for 2017, pray. 

Pray: 

Lord how can I use the “stuff” of life that you have blessed me with, 

to bless others? 

But I’ll warn you: The answer to that question is bigger than a 

number on a pledge card.  The answer has to do with whole-hearted 

living and learning as disciples 

God expects wholehearted living in spite of its cost, because God 

also promises joy to those who follow. How many of us have missed 



the joy of wholehearted living because we have been too afraid of 

the cost? 

We must take this question to God, who alone knows the answer. 

Only Jesus Christ, who bids us follow him, knows where the path will 

lead. But we know that it will be a path full of mercy beyond 

measure, of lavish love, and unbounding joy. 

2 Cor 9:7, 8, 11 

7 Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is 

able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that 

you need, you will abound in every good work. 

11 You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every 

occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 

 

Someone has said: “Give until it hurts.”  Don’t you dare!  I don’t 

want anyone to give even one nickel, if it hurts. 

Give until it feels good, give until you experience JOY! 

When we have “more than enough”, we can give until it feels good. 

God bless you as you pray and as you give in response to God’s 

generosity toward you! 

 

Let us pray: Save us, O God, from a timid, half-hearted faith that 

shrinks from the Cross. Help us to trust you wholeheartedly and hold 

our lives and our stuff, lightly.  Give us courage in the moments of 

decision, that we will accept the cost of discipleship with Jesus and 

thus learn to know its joy. Amen. 

 

 


