
1 
 

How Shall We “Do Justice”?                               Rev. Lynell M. Caudillo 
Amos 5:4,14-15, 21-24                                         October 27, 2020 
Acts 6:1-7                 
 
This is what the LORD says to Israel: “Seek me and live;” 
14Seek good, not evil, that you may live. 
Then the LORD God Almighty will be with you, just as you say he is. 
15Hate evil, love good; maintain justice in the courts. 
Perhaps the LORD God Almighty will have mercy on the remnant of Joseph. 
 
21“I hate, I despise your religious festivals; your assemblies are a stench to me.  22Even 
though you bring me burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them.  
Though you bring choice fellowship offerings, I will have no regard for them.  23Away 
with the noise of your songs!  I will not listen to the music of your harps. 
24But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream! 
 
Acts 6:1-7 (NIV) 
6In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenistic Jews 
among them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being 
overlooked in the daily distribution of food.  2So the Twelve gathered all the disciples 
together and said, “It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of 
God in order to wait on tables.  3Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from among 
you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom.  We will turn this responsibility 
over to them 4and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.” 
5This proposal pleased the whole group.  They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and 
of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from 
Antioch, a convert to Judaism.  6They presented these men to the apostles, who 
prayed and laid their hands on them. 
7So the word of God spread.  The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, 
and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith. 
 
About this time each year, Linus Van Pelt (Peanuts comic strip) begins his search for 
the most sincere pumpkin patch.  Why? Because he believes that on Halloween night, 
the Great Pumpkin will rise up, fly into the air with his bag of toys for all the good 
children in the world.  (Who knows? Maybe this year it will be at Thompson’s Pumpkin 
Patch, or just maybe Cathy Matson’s Farm!) 
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Charlie Brown is walking with his friend Sally.  He asks her: “How do you feel about 
what Linus is doing?  Doesn’t it concern you to know that one of your friends is going 
to spend Halloween night sitting in a pumpkin patch waiting for the Great Pumpkin?” 
Sally stops in her tracks, shrugs her shoulders and replies: 
“It doesn’t bother me, because it doesn’t affect me… 
Horrors!!  What do you want me to do, get INVOLVED???”  
 
Friends, when it comes to matters of injustice, we do not have the luxury of saying: “It 
doesn’t bother me, because it doesn’t affect me…”! 
As disciples of Jesus, yes, God expects us to get involved! 
Last week the message focused on answering the question: “Why shall we ‘do 
justice’”?  Why shall we? 
 
First, because it is our obedient response to God’s command (to do justice). 
And second, to express “our family resemblance” – in other words, being made in the 
image of God, we are--with the help of God’s Spirit--to express God’s character, we 
are to look like and act like Jesus! 
 
An old rabbi was asked: “Why did God create Adam - just one man - as the father of 
us all?”  To which the old rabbi responded: “So that no one could say, ‘My father is 
better than your father!’”      
 
So, we understand the WHY of doing justice, but perhaps even more challenging is the 
question we are considering today: “How shall we do justice?” 
 
The Bible clearly states that God cares deeply about the vulnerable - the poor, the 
widows, orphans, differently-abled, immigrants - all of these are of great concern to 
God and therefore to God’s people.  This is repeated throughout the scriptures, from 
the first page to the last.   
 
We have studied these great Hebrew concepts of Mishpat=Justice, 
Tzedekah=Righteousness (making things ‘right’), motivated by 
hesed=lovingkindness/mercy/compassion. 
 
We have an example from the early church in the book of Acts, chapter 6.  Since 
Pentecost and the coming of the Holy Spirit, the numbers of believers had been 
growing exponentially.  One characteristic of this growth is that it cut across cultural 
lines.  There were people from a broad cross-section of society who were responding 
affirmatively to the message of salvation.   
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Furthermore, we are told…32All the believers were one in heart and mind.  No one 
claimed that any of their possessions was their own, but they shared everything they 
had.  33With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus.  And God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them all 34that there were 
no needy persons among them.  For from time to time those who owned land or houses 
sold them, brought the money from the sales 35and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it 
was distributed to anyone who had need.  Acts 4:32-35 
 
This is a remarkable testimony to the power of the Word and the work of the Holy 
Spirit.  The church experienced unity of heart and mind; generosity to the end that no 
one was in need.  Everyone shared what they had, so that…”there would be no needy 
persons among them.”  Wow - wouldn’t that be wonderful!  No doubt it was! 
 
However, as the church continued to grow numerically and in all its diversity, a 
problem arose which we read about in Acts 6.  Two particular groups are mentioned: 
the Aramaic speaking Jews from Palestine (Hebrews) and the Greek speaking Jews 
from outside Palestine (Hellenists).  This last group were either immigrants or 
descendants from Jews who were dispersed after the Babylonian Exile.  Now these 
folks are sisters and brothers in Christ—together they are the church.  
 
Notice that there is a difference in culture and a language barrier that may have 
contributed to the issue at hand: The Greek speaking widows were being overlooked 
in the daily distribution of food.  Uh-oh.  That is a problem.  Remember widows are 
among the vulnerable groups that both the OT and the NT command us to care for. 
 
This incident has an upside and a downside:  
Upside? The church of Jesus Christ is growing! 
Downside?  It is growing so rapidly; an administrative problem develops as evidenced 
by the fact that one group of widows were omitted during the daily food distribution.  
That is wrong! 
 
The first “right/eous” thing that happens in this situation is that someone gives voice 
to the widows, and the second “right/eous” thing that happens is that the leadership 
listens.  In ancient middle east, women - particularly widows - had no voice, no power, 
no influence.  Remarkably, someone spoke up on their behalf, and they gained a 
hearing. 
 
Those are two very significant actions!  There are those in our own society who are 
vulnerable,  have little or no voice, no power, or influence.  Who will speak for them?   
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Sisters and brothers, there may well be occasions when it is ours to come alongside 
and to add our voices to the voices of the vulnerable in order that they gain a hearing!  
And if they are unable to speak for themselves, we must speak on their behalf.  This is 
something we can do. 
 
Making headlines this week was news about another vulnerable group: children 
orphaned at our southern border over two years ago.  Who will speak for the 545 
children separated there from their parents?  Who will speak for those now deported 
parents who have no idea where their beloved children are?   
 
We “do justice” by giving voice to the voiceless, as well as by listening. (Last week we 
talked about the importance and weight that our words carry, but of equal importance 
is our ability to listen!)   
 
“Discernment involves listening with love and attention to our experiences, to each 
other, to the inner promptings of the Holy Spirit deep within ourselves and others, to 
Scripture and Christian tradition, to pertinent facts and information, to those who will 
be affected most deeply by our decisions, to that place in us where God's Spirit 
witnesses with our spirit about those things that are true.”         Ruth Haley Barton, 
Strengthening the Soul of Your Leadership (IVP, 2008) 
 
All too often the vulnerable populations among us still today, have little or no voice. If 
and when the voices of the vulnerable, of the powerless, of the minority are heard, 
too often they are summarily dismissed.  No one listens.  Sisters and brothers, listening 
is always important; listening to the vulnerable is essential/critical.   
 
Having heard the voice of those in need, the next question is: What action shall we 
take?  Are we part of the problem or part of the solution?  How do they/we right what 
is wrong?  How do they/we correct injustice?  Because justice is not about “just us”!! 
 
By observing the early church, we can learn a few things about how to ‘do justice’.   
First, someone speaks on behalf of the widows, and the leaders listen!  Together-as a 
group-they address the issue. 
There is a “division of labor” according to spiritual gifts.  That is, responsibilities are 
shared and delegated.  The apostles are clear about their calling/gifts, which are to 
pray and preach the Word. 
They ask the group to select from among themselves, leaders to take up the 
responsibility of administering the meal program.  (Maybe the early church was 

https://www.preachingtoday.com/search/?type=author&query=Ruth%20Haley%20Barton,%20%3Cspan%20class=%22text2%22%3EStrengthening%20the%20Soul%20of%20Your%20Leadership%3C/span%3E%20(IVP,%202008)&order=rating&sourcename=all
https://www.preachingtoday.com/search/?type=author&query=Ruth%20Haley%20Barton,%20%3Cspan%20class=%22text2%22%3EStrengthening%20the%20Soul%20of%20Your%20Leadership%3C/span%3E%20(IVP,%202008)&order=rating&sourcename=all
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Presbyterian after all, as this functioned as the first Nominating Committee, 
nominating the first “deacons”!) 
Qualifications? They are to be wise and full of the Holy Spirit (v.3).  Seven men are 
chosen by the group and presented to the Apostles.  They are then prayerfully 
commissioned for this specific work. (v.6)      
Result? Need is addressed, the church is unified, and it continues to grow! 
 
Perhaps this can serve as a template for how we too might address issues of injustice 
today.  In Acts 6, the injustice occurs within the Christian community of faith.  The 
church today is not immune from similar injustices occurring within it today, and 
certainly we see many situations in society where injustice occurs. 
 
In part, what contributed to the successful handling of the issue in the early church 
was that they were addressing one very specific issue.  Unfortunately, today the 
number/amount/kinds of injustices that occur on a daily basis are overwhelming. We 
cannot deal with all of them.   
 
The question arises:  Where do we begin?  We begin by listening.  Listening, if done 
well, takes time and it requires intention.  It means we must be quiet, while we focus 
our attention on listening to and paying attention to the needs of a vulnerable 
person/group.  Listening honors the humanity, the image of God, in each 
person/group.   
 
We practice discernment.  We pray.  We ask good questions.  Is God calling us to do 
something more than listen?  Are we being called to action? To act individually or to 
act corporately?  Are we being called to act in concert with others in our community? 
 
It all begins with listening.  We like to talk.  I like to talk.  But our first “How” of how to 
‘do justice’ is to listen to voices of those who are seeking justice.  In listening, we learn. 
 
There are countless issues.  We should focus on one issue.  Listen.  Learn.  Prayerfully 
discern in community–together-what action might God be calling us to take? 
 
A couple of weeks ago we wrestled with the familiar parable of the Good Samaritan.  
In his book Generous Justice, Tim Keller suggests a thought-provoking "sequel" to the 
parable.  Imagine that the next day the Samaritan is traveling the road again and 
comes across another person bleeding on the side of the road.  A few weeks later, this 
happens again.  And then again.  As it turns out, every time he makes the trip on the 
Jericho road, he comes across another injured person alongside the road.  Then he 
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looks up and sees hundreds of people likewise lying along the road, beaten, and 
robbed.  
 
What is going on?  Of course, when we encounter one person in need, our impulse is 
to help.  When we see multitudes in need, of course we still want to help, but it can 
be overwhelming.  In this case, we must begin to ask ourselves: What are the 
underlying conditions that may be contributing to or causing so many people to fall 
into this situation in the first place!*  Is there a systemic problem of injustice that 
needs to be addressed?   *(Matt Perman, "Business: a Sequel to the Good 
Samaritan," Institute for Faith, Work and Economics blog, 11-1-13) 
 
Friends, we are in an unprecedented time with millions of people now unemployed 
due to Covid19.  Plateau Outreach Ministries, one of our non-profit partners right here 
in Enumclaw, is fielding calls daily from people who are facing eviction.  Their requests 
for rent assistance are up 70% over this same time last year.  Calvary’s session has 
agreed to give a tithe of the Memorial Funds for this purpose to POM.  If you are able 
to contribute any amount for rent assistance, it is an opportunity to prevent families 
from becoming homeless, and to assist our neighbors in need. 
 
When it comes to injustice, we do not have the luxury of saying: “It doesn’t bother me, 
because it doesn’t affect me.”  Yes, God expects us to get involved! 
 
Biblical justice is about giving voice to the voiceless and listening with care. 
Biblical justice is about prayerfully using all the gifts God has given us to alleviate 
suffering and come alongside the most vulnerable among us. 
 
Because biblical justice is not about “just us”! 
 
Let us pray: 
“The world is now too dangerous and too beautiful for anything but love.  May your 
eyes be so blessed you see God in everyone.  Your ears, so you hear the cry of the 
poor.  May your hands be so blessed that everything you touch is a sacrament.  Your 
lips, so you speak nothing but the truth with love.  May your feet be so blessed you 
run to those who need you.  And may your heart be so opened, so set on fire, that 
your love, your love, changes everything.  And may the blessing of the God who 
created you, loves you and sustains you, be with you now and always, Amen.  (Excerpt 
from a Black Rock Prayer Book) 


