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Why Shall We ‘Do Justice’?                               Rev. Lynell M. Caudillo 
Psalm 146: 7-9, Isaiah 58          October 18, 2020 
 
Isaiah 58 NIV 
“Shout it aloud, do not hold back.  Raise your voice like a trumpet.  Declare to my 
people their rebellion and to the descendants of Jacob their sins.   
2For day after day they seek me out; they seem eager to know my ways, as if they 
were a nation that does what is right and has not forsaken the commands of its 
God.  They ask me for just decisions and seem eager for God to come near them.  
3‘Why have we fasted,’ they say, ‘and you have not seen it?  Why have we humbled 
ourselves, and you have not noticed?’  “Yet on the day of your fasting, you do as 
you please and exploit all your workers.  4Your fasting ends in quarreling and strife, 
and in striking each other with wicked fists.  You cannot fast as you do today and 
expect your voice to be heard on high.   
5Is this the kind of fast I have chosen, only a day for people to humble themselves?  
Is it only for bowing one’s head like a reed and for lying in sackcloth and ashes?  Is 
that what you call a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD? 
6“Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen to loose the chains of injustice and 
untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke?  7Is it 
not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with 
shelter - when you see the naked, to clothe them, and not to turn away from your 
own flesh and blood?   
8Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear; 
then your righteousness will go before you, and the glory of the LORD will be your 
rear guard.  9Then you will call, and the LORD will answer; you will cry for help, and 
he will say: Here am I.  “If you do away with the yoke of oppression, with the 
pointing finger and malicious talk, 10and if you spend yourselves in behalf of the 
hungry and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, then your light will rise in the 
darkness, and your night will become like the noonday.   
11The LORD will guide you always; he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land 
and will strengthen your frame.  You will be like a well-watered garden, like a spring 
whose waters never fail.   
12Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins and will raise up the age-old 
foundations; you will be called Repairer of Broken Walls, Restorer of Streets with 
Dwellings.  
13“If you keep your feet from breaking the Sabbath and from doing as you please 
on my holy day, if you call the Sabbath a delight and the LORD’s holy day honorable, 
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and if you honor it by not going your own way and not doing as you please or 
speaking idle words, 14then you will find your joy in the LORD, and I will cause you 
to ride in triumph on the heights of the land and to feast on the inheritance of your 
father Jacob.”  For the mouth of the LORD has spoken. 
 
In this series on we have focused on Biblical justice, based on three Hebrew words: 
Mishpat= righteousness, Tzedekah=justice and hesed=lovingkindness, this last one 
being the motivator behind right action.  
Doing the right thing is important, even when we want to do it.  Take for example, 
Charlie Brown.   
Charlie is talking to Lucy who is sitting in her Psychiatry booth when he says: 
“My trouble is, I never know if I’m doing the right thing.  I need to have someone 
around who can tell me when I’m doing the right thing…” 
Lucy replies: “Okay…You’re doing the right thing…That’ll be five cents, please! 
Charlie Brown walks away with a smile on his face. 
In no time at all he returns. 
“Back already?”  Lucy asks.  “What happened?” 
“I was wrong…it didn’t help.  You need more in life than just having someone 
around to tell you when you’re doing the right thing…” 
Lucy responds: “Now, You’ve REALLY learned something, Charlie Brown! 
That’ll be another five cents, please!” 
 
We have God’s Word to inform us about “doing the right thing”, and today we hear 
God speak through the prophet Isaiah, who will tell us why we are to “do justice”. 
 
But first, we must start at the beginning, Genesis 1 and the creation account.  When 
God was creating the world and all that is in it, everything was good.  The Very Good 
creation included humanity - all people - who are made in God's own image.  
 
Why would God do such a thing?  God’s purpose is to reveal to everyone, God’s 
own character: as God’s creations, we will reflect God’s likeness, we will “look” like 
God, we will act and speak in ways that reflect who God is, that we will take care of 
God’s creation in partnership with the Creator.   
 
Recently I have been going through boxes of miscellaneous cards, photos, 
paperwork.  In one, I came across old photographs that had been received in 
Christmas cards in years past.  It was fascinating to see the family resemblances - 
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offspring that so clearly reflected the smile of one parent, the eyes of the other.  
Clearly the people in the photograph were related to one another - all of them had 
the same dimples!  The family resemblance was unmistakable!   
 
God’s intention in creating us in God’s own image, is that we will “bear an 
unmistakable” resemblance to our Creator!  Not so much in a physical way, but 
much more in our character, in our attitudes and actions.  By creating us in God’s 
own image, God is sure to be glorified, and we will recognize God in one another. 
At least we should! 
 
This is the first indication of value that is conveyed upon us.  The value and dignity 
of being made to reflect the Creator's beauty, goodness and diversity is a gift given 
to us through no effort of our own.   
 
Genesis 1:27 
No equivocation - no exceptions.  This verse informs us and gives us the very least 
we need to know about each person, it is our starting point: Each one is a reflection 
of the Creator. This is a glorious truth! 
 
There are two implications of this truth: 
Every person - regardless of age, color, gender, creed, class or whatever - carries 
the same amount of dignity and value as a child of God.  This is the first implication 
of being image bearers! 
 
The second implication is equally significant: we exist to demonstrate who God is, 
to demonstrate/reveal God’s character through our attitudes and actions.  For 
those of us who claim to be Christians, we are filled with and empowered by the 
Holy Spirit in order to live and act according to the Biblical ethic of love and justice, 
mercy and forgiveness.  Why?  Because when we do so, we bear the family 
resemblance, we reflect our Creator’s character. 
 
Psalm 146 spells it out: 
God ‘executes’ justice for the oppressed.  What does that look like? 
Giving food to the hungry, setting prisoners free, opening the eyes of the blind, 
lifting up those who are bowed down, watching out for the welfare of the stranger, 
the widow and the orphan. 
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The book of Isaiah was written 700 years before Jesus was born.  At the time, the 
nation of Israel had been divided into the Northern Kingdom of Israel and the 
Southern Kingdom of Judah.  The Northern Kingdom had already been judged and 
taken into exile.  Why?  Because they had become idol worshipers who 
incorporated infanticide into their worship, and they failed to care for God’s people 
as they knew they should.   
 
Now the Southern Kingdom is also in danger of going astray, so God issues a 
warning to them through Isaiah: “Turn back before the same thing happens to 
you!”  Judgement and exile await unless they change their ways.  In addition, the 
people have failed to show compassion and have tolerated injustice.   
 
So, the Prophet calls them (and us) out: “Listen up, people! Pay attention!  This is 
important!  It matters!  You are putting up a good front - you are going through the 
motions, but your fasting does not fool God!  You hope to please God, but these are 
only outward actions, your hearts are not in it.”  
 
The people were hypocritical…fasting on the Sabbath in the hope of gaining God’s 
favor and attention but behaving badly the rest of the week abusing/exploiting 
their workers, not paying them a living wage.  Quarreling and strife lead to violence! 
(v. 3-4)  This is clearly NOT what God had in mind! 
 
I am reminded of that collection of old photographs.  One in particular, was taken 
in Heritage Park, a “living history” park in Calgary, Alberta.  There they have 
recreated what life was like on the Canadian prairies from the 1860’s to the 1950’s.  
Actual historic buildings and re-creations have been built, staff dress in costume, 
there are horse drawn carriages and one can ride a steam powered train.  The 
photo pictured friends of ours standing behind life-size wooden cutouts.  Their 
faces peered through openings, so that the man appeared to be gentleman in 
period costume: a fancy suit and top hat.  The woman’s elaborate long dress was 
adorned with ruffles and a bustle, topped with a plumed hat, carrying a matching 
parasol.  The truth, of course, was that these were two tourists, standing behind a 
painted façade.  They were not the “genuine article”.  
 
And that is exactly what God is saying here, through the prophet Isaiah: “Get real, 
Israel!  There is no point in paying attention to you because you are faking it.  When 
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your actions match your words, and my/God’s will for you, then you’ll get my/God’s 
full attention.” 
 
On more than one occasion in the OT we are told that God is not pleased by 
sacrifices or ritual keeping.  “To do righteousness and justice is more acceptable to 
the LORD than sacrifice.”  Proverbs 21:3  
“To obey is better than sacrifice.” 1 Samuel 15:22 
 
Having called Israel out, the prophet proceeds to spell out at least five actions that 
would constitute “an acceptable fast” to the LORD, in v. 6-10.  You will notice that 
not one of these preferred actions seems at all “religious” or “spiritual”! 
 
What are those actions?  These constitute “doing the right thing”! 
1—To break the bonds of wickedness, loosen the straps of the yoke, so the 
oppressed are freed. 
2—Feed the hungry! (v.7) 
3—House the poor/homeless 
4—Clothe the needy 
5—Put an end to “pointing fingers, belittling and malicious talk” (v.9) 
 
Wow.  Do not tell me the Bible is not relevant to 2020!!! 
My first impression is how little things have changed in 2700 years!  To imagine that 
these issues were a concern 700 years before the birth of Christ, and they certainly 
are current now, Covid or not!  Election year or not! (#5!!) 
 
Columbia University researchers found that the number of people living in poverty 
has doubled to 8 million since the beginning of the pandemic.  This study was 
conducted following $2 trillion in financial assistance provided by the government’s 
CARES Act.  The US government classifies a family of four as poor if they live in a 
typical city and their annual income falls below $28,170.  
(https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/millions-more-people-in-poverty-
during-covid-19/) 
 
Poverty is a yoke of oppression that must be broken!  While of course the causes 
of poverty are complex, right now they are complicated by job losses due to Covid.  
We must act and pray as much for the yoke of poverty to be broken, as we pray for 
an effective vaccine to be found! 

https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/cares-act-covid-19-menstrual-products-fsa-hsa/
https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/millions-more-people-in-poverty-during-covid-19/
https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/millions-more-people-in-poverty-during-covid-19/
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Items 2-3-4 are always with us: Feeding the hungry, housing the poor, and clothing 
the needy.  You will see in the bulletin today a notice from the local Ministerial Assn 
in partnership with POM.  After much prayerful discussion it was determined that 
we would not offer Winter Shelter this year due to Covid19.  BUT a plan has been 
put in place.  ORCA cards will be offered to shelters in Puyallup and Auburn.  Two 
kinds of bags - one of personal care items and one of “Ready to Eat” food items - 
will be prepared by local churches and supplied to the homeless through POM.  
Also, our session allocated over $3000 for POM’s Rent Assistance program in the 
hopes that this will indeed help keep some families remain housed through this 
challenging time.  Should you feel the impulse to give to this fund, you are 
encouraged to do so.    
 
I do want to acknowledge your generous and ongoing support of our food banks, 
Blessing Box, and I am confident Calvary will do our part to support these efforts in 
concert with the Ministerial Assn. and POM.  Perhaps you are not able to contribute 
to these causes.  No problem.  What can you do?  PRAY.  Pray for a vaccine to be 
found.  Pray for our local, state and national leaders.  VOTE.  Pray for the basic 
needs of people to be met during what is not just a national, but a global crisis. 
 
The fifth item is a tough one.  Sadly, we see the finger pointing daily.  We hear 
belittling/malicious talk, and worse.  The level of discourse among public leaders 
has sunk to a new low, and with it, personal discourse as well.  It is as if the one 
gives permission to the other, to say whatever comes to mind without any filter at 
all.  If your mom were at all like mine, she would say: “If you can’t say something 
nice…don’t say anything at all!”  Silence is golden!!  Too bad no one heeds that 
advice anymore.   
 
This is not without drastic effects.  Prof. Alex Theodoridis of Univ. of Mass. was 
interviewed 1 about the danger of this.  If language can dehumanize, it can lead to 
violence.  For months before the Rwandan Genocide in 1994, over the radio and tv 
messages were repeatedly broadcast, calling the members of the Tutsi, Twa, and 
moderate Hutu tribes, “cockroaches”.  What does one do with a cockroach?  Step 
on it!  Kill it!  And such dehumanizing language led to the killing of over one million 
innocent people!  The language we use has consequences and yes, there is 
evidence that in the extreme, it can lead to violence! 
 

 
1NPR Sunday Edition, 10-18-2020 
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So, what can you and I do??  First, turn down the heat.  De-escalate.  Start at home.  
In your family.  In your workplace.  In our neighborhood.  How do we engage those 
with whom we disagree?  James writes about the power of the tongue - the power 
of our words.  They can honor God and the image of God in each person, or not.  
Words have the power to build up or tear down.  Which will it be?  How shall you 
and I speak and act?   
 
We are back to the beginning.  Charlie Brown wanted somebody to tell him when 
he was doing the right thing.  Lucy told him, but like Israel and Isaiah, knowing the 
right thing to do, and doing the right thing are not always the same! 
 
But if we indeed, go back to the beginning, we see God’s intention.  That every 
person is made in the image of God.  When we act and speak, we reflect our family 
resemblance.  Will what we say and do look like/sounds like a loving, 
compassionate God? 
 
The “why” we shall ‘do justice’ or “do the right thing” is simple:  
1 - It is God’s command, which we should obey.  And 
2 - To express our “family resemblance”! 
 
This is why we shall work…  
—To break the bonds of wickedness, loosen the straps of the yoke, so the 
oppressed are freed. 
—To feed the hungry! (v.7) 
—To house the poor/homeless 
—To clothe the needy 
—To put an end to “pointing fingers, belittling and malicious talk” (v.9) 
 
We will work toward these goals because it is the right and just thing to do.  And in 
so doing, I trust that others will notice that we “look like Jesus…and when we speak, 
we “sound like Jesus”.  
 
That, my brothers, and sisters, is why we ‘do justice’/ the ‘right thing’!  
 
PRAY. 


