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A “Tested Faith”: Reaction to Worldliness                       Rev. Lynell M. Caudillo 
James 4: 1-17, and John 17: 13-23                             October 17, 2021 
 
John 17:13-23 – Jesus’ prayer for his disciples just prior to his arrest, trial, death 
and resurrection.                 
13“I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so 
that they may have the full measure of my joy within them.  14I have given them 
your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more 
than I am of the world.  15My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but 
that you protect them from the evil one.  16They are not of the world, even as I am 
not of it.  17Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.  18As you sent me into 
the world, I have sent them into the world.  19For them I sanctify myself, that they 
too may be truly sanctified. 
20“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me 
through their message, 21that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me 
and I am in you.  May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have 
sent me.  22I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as 
we are one—23I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete 
unity.  Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you 
have loved me. 
 
James 4:1-17 
What causes fights and quarrels among you?  Don’t they come from your desires 
that battle within you?  2You desire but do not have, so you kill.  You covet but you 
cannot get what you want, so you quarrel and fight.  You do not have because you 
do not ask God.  3When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong 
motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures. 
 
4You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world means 
enmity against God?  Therefore, anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world 
becomes an enemy of God.  5Or do you think Scripture says without reason that he 
jealously longs for the spirit he has caused to dwell in us?  6But he gives us more 
grace. That is why Scripture says: “God opposes the proud but shows favor to the 
humble.”  
7Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.  8Come 
near to God and he will come near to you.  Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify 
your hearts, you double-minded.  9Grieve, mourn and wail.  Change your laughter 
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to mourning and your joy to gloom.  10Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he 
will lift you up. 
11Brothers and sisters, do not slander one another.  Anyone who speaks against a 
brother or sister or judges them speaks against the law and judges it.  When you 
judge the law, you are not keeping it, but sitting in judgment on it.  12There is only 
one Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save and destroy.  But you—who 
are you to judge your neighbor? 
13Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend 
a year there, carry on business and make money.”  14Why, you do not even know 
what will happen tomorrow.  What is your life?  You are a mist that appears for a 
little while and then vanishes.  15Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, 
we will live and do this or that.”  16As it is, you boast in your arrogant schemes.  All 
such boasting is evil.  17If anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do and 
doesn’t do it, it is sin for them. 
 
PRAY 
 
In our series on James’ epistle, we can observe that he likes to compare and 
contrast faith and action, speaking and doing, worldly and godly wisdom.  James 
continues chapter 4 with similar themes of pride and humility, and the inherent 
tension of living in the world but not being of the world.  
 
There’s a story about a man who was stranded for several years on a desert island.  
At long last he was able to get the attention of a passing boat.  When it landed, the 
skipper came ashore to greet him.  The skipper asked: “Are you here alone?”  
The castaway replied: “Yes, I am alone.” 
“What are those three huts you’ve built?” asked the skipper. 
“That first hut is my house.  The second one is my church.”  
The skipper pointed to the third one and asked: “What about that one over there?” 
“Oh,” he replied, “That’s where I used to go to church.”    
 
We laugh, but our laughter betrays the truth that James describing.  He declares 
that yes, even good, Bible believing Christians are not immune to disagreement. 
Quarrels and conflict arise from the desires that battle within us!  This is true of 
each one of us, as individuals.  Put two or more people together and the chances 
of conflict will grow exponentially! 



3 
 

Whether the battle is within us or between us, the outcome is two-fold: First, God 
is grieved.  Our relationship with God is broken, and second, this brokenness 
extends to our human relationships as well. 
 
James is contrasting two different kinds of people or lifestyles: One seeks godly 
wisdom and friendship with God.  The other’s focus is friendship with the world, 
through the pursuit of pleasure and self-indulgence.  
 
As much as you and I may desire to live out a “tested”, mature faith, that reflects 
friendship with God, there is a problem.  Let me spell it out.  In a word, S-I-N.  What 
is at the center of sin?  “I” am.  
 
So, this scenario can go one of two ways: 
In the first, I pursue friendship with the world and its wisdom, in which I know best!  
It’s all about me, myself and I.  James describes it as boastful, ambitious, envious, 
self-centered.  The focus is on fulfilling my desires, my needs, my way, no matter 
the cost.  If someone or something prevents me from getting what I want, I will 
deny the truth, resulting in chaos and disorder.  Others matter little to me, as I am 
bound to use others for my own purposes. 
 
Following one of his lectures, C.S. Lewis was asked which of the world's religions 
gives its followers the greatest happiness.  Lewis paused and said, "While it lasts, 
the religion of worshipping oneself is best."*  
 
A few years ago, in the same issue of GQ Magazine, two starkly different 
worldviews were evident in two different interviews.  The first, was in an interview 
with actor Matthew McConaughey, whom they named GQ’s “Man of the Year”.  
McConnaughey said: "I'm a fan of the word selfish.  Self.  Ish.  When I say I have 
gotten a lot more self-ish, I mean I am less concerned with what people think of me 
… Selfish has gotten a bad rap.  You should do for you." 
 
In the same issue, a few pages later is an interview with the GQ “Life Coach of the 
Year”, an award-winner fiction writer named George Saunders.   Saunders said, 
"The big kahuna of all moral questions, as far as I'm concerned, is ego.  How do you 
correct the fundamental misperception that we are all born with - [namely, the idea 
that] “I” am central?  All of the nasty stuff in this life comes out of that 
misunderstanding."**  Mr. Saunders is no theologian, but he got it right! 
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In contrast, if we are seeking friendship with God, and desire to live according to 
godly wisdom, we will be humble.  Fully aware of our own sinfulness, and our need 
for God’s grace, we will possess a proper sense of sorrow over our shortcomings.  
Likewise, we shall extend to others, the grace we have received. 
 
In a friendship with God, the “I” at the center of SIN must be displaced.  This 
requires a change of mind.  This is the definition of repentance: To change one’s 
mind - in this instance, about oneself/myself.  It means to acknowledge that we are 
not god, nor are we the boss of anything/everything, we are not in control!  It 
requires that we humble ourselves, admitting that we are sinners in need of God’s 
grace.  That is the bottom line. 
 
To do so, requires humility.  Humility is often misunderstood.  It is perhaps easier 
to say what humility is NOT, rather than what it IS.  It is NOT weakness, but strength.  
It is not being a doormat for others to use/abuse. 
 
C.S. Lewis describes it concisely: “Humility is not thinking less of oneself, it is 
thinking of oneself less.”   One of my mentors frequently said: “You’ve got to get 
yourself out of the way!”   
In other words, “It’s not about you!”  “It’s not about me!” 
 
This realization is the beginning of true wisdom!  One who is humble, does not 
always have to be the center of attention, does not always have to be right.  A 
humble person is able to listen to and learn from others and is able to gracefully 
both give and receive.  The truly humble find value and worth in pleasing God, and 
much less in pleasing people.   
 
While James draws a sharp contrast between these two ways of life, the truth 
remains that some of both of these characteristics reside within each one of us. 
(Sorry!)  Like fish in water, we cannot escape the fact that we are sinners who live 
in a fallen world, even though we are believers. 
 
So what would James have us takeaway from this passage? 
First - wise up!  Seek godly not worldly wisdom.  Paul instructs: “Do not conform to 
the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then 
you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is - God’s good, pleasing and 
perfect will.”  (Romans 12:2) 
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Second - Embrace the truth!  Turn in repentance to God, in sincere sorrow; 
dethrone the “I”, and give God, God’s rightful place in the center of our lives.  When 
we do so, we will live in submission to God’s will and desires for us. 
 
The result?  God will “wash our hands” and “purify our hearts” (Baptism!) to the 
end that we will no longer experience divided loyalty (v.8) but be single-minded 
and whole-hearted in our devotion to God alone. 
 
Third, James mentions at least twice “evil spirits” or influences which would seek 
to draw us away from God.  His advice?  Take decisive action: Resist the devil and 
flee from evil! Instead…”draw near to God and God will draw near to you” and me! 
 
Finally, just as Jesus prayed fervently for his disciples just prior to his passion, he 
continues to pray for us today: Because the world will hate us just as it hated him, 
he prays that God the Father will protect us from the evil one.  He prays for us to 
know and be strengthened by the truth.  Why?  Because the truth will become the 
object of scorn and derision.  There will be those who will question the veracity of 
the Word of God and belittle or disparage our faith.  Friends, may we take heart, 
knowing that Jesus is still praying this prayer for us today.  
 
Living a godly life, possessing a “tested” faith, is not a mystery.  It is revealed here 
within the pages of scripture, in the life and example of Jesus.  No need to wonder, 
no guesswork required.  The Word of God reveals the truth about who we are, and 
how to live wisely.  The question for us is this: Will we humble ourselves, get 
ourselves out of the way enough, to let God have our whole-hearted love and 
devotion? 
 
PRAY 
 
 
*C.S. Lewis, "Answers to Questions on Christianity," Q. 11, God in the Dock: Essays on Theology 
and Ethics, Ed. Walter Hooper (Eerdmans, 1970), pages 33-34; source: Jill Carattini, "Question and 
Answer," A Slice of Infinity (8-17-16) 
** Jessica Pressler, "Man of the Year," GQ (12-13); Byard Duncan, "Life Coach of the Year George 
Saunders," GQ (12-13)                                             


