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By way of introduction, I want to provide some background for understanding the 
Pentateuch, which is a name for the collected works of the first five books of the 
OT, traditionally attributed to Moses as the author. 
 
I want us to think about the role of “oral tradition” and how that informs this 
narrative of Noah and the flood.  Families today have oral traditions.  Think about 
it, when families get together and Uncle Joe starts telling stories about his siblings 
and growing up together—that is “oral tradition”.  
 
I shared two weeks ago that our son and daughter in law are expecting a baby in 
the spring.  When they told our 3-year-old grandson Caden that he would be having 
a little sister, he replied, “No…Brother!!”  No doubt, that story will become part our 
family’s oral tradition, just as a similar story about Caden’s dad is a part of our 
family’s oral tradition.   
 
Coincidental to my second pregnancy, Disney released the VHS version of the 
animated movie, “Dumbo”.  Our son Chris, then 3 and a half years old, had viewed 
it several times.   
 
It must have been on his mind, when we took him with us to a Dr. appointment.  
He was listening intently to the baby’s heartbeat, when the Dr. asked him: “What 
is that?” 
Chris pronounced: “It’s an elephant!”  (Thankfully it was NOT!) 
 
Imagine if you will, having a human family reunion say, during the time of Moses—
both the maternal and paternal sides of the family will be gathering.  Now this big 
family has had many shared experiences.  And since this is long before the invention 
of the printing press, and prior to literacy as we know it, we are dealing with “oral 
traditions”.   
 
At the time that Genesis was written—during the Babylonian exile—these two 
traditions are called the “Yawhist” tradition and the “Priestly” tradition.  One is not 
better than the other, they are different and bring complementary contributions to 
the story.  This is, in part, the explanation of why there is so much repetition in 



these chapters of Genesis surrounding the flood narratives.  This explains some of 
the differences in how the animals are counted for, as well as the variances in the 
time frame concerning the flood.  Again, one is not right/wrong, or better/worse.  
It is simply the coming together of two streams, if you will, two similar but different 
oral traditions, which at some point--much after the fact--were recorded or written 
down. (I hope this makes sense!) 
 
READ GENESIS 7-8:19 
7The LORD then said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and your whole family, because 
I have found you righteous in this generation.  2Take with you seven pairs of every 
kind of clean animal, a male and its mate, and one pair of every kind of unclean 
animal, a male and its mate, 3and also seven pairs of every kind of bird, male and 
female, to keep their various kinds alive throughout the earth.  4Seven days from 
now I will send rain on the earth for forty days and forty nights, and I will wipe from 
the face of the earth every living creature I have made.” 
5And Noah did all that the LORD commanded him. 
6Noah was six hundred years old when the floodwaters came on the earth.  7And 
Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives entered the ark to escape the 
waters of the flood.  8Pairs of clean and unclean animals, of birds and of all 
creatures that move along the ground, 9male and female, came to Noah and 
entered the ark, as God had commanded Noah.  10And after the seven days the 
floodwaters came on the earth. 
11In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, on the seventeenth day of the second 
month—on that day all the springs of the great deep burst forth, and the floodgates 
of the heavens were opened.  12And rain fell on the earth forty days and forty 
nights. 
20The waters rose and covered the mountains to a depth of more than fifteen 
cubits.  21Every living thing that moved on land perished—birds, livestock, wild 
animals, all the creatures that swarm over the earth, and all mankind.  22Everything 
on dry land that had the breath of life in its nostrils died.  23Every living thing on the 
face of the earth was wiped out; people and animals and the creatures that move 
along the ground and the birds were wiped from the earth.  Only Noah was left, 
and those with him in the ark. 
8But God remembered Noah and all the wild animals and the livestock that were 
with him in the ark, and he sent a wind over the earth, and the waters receded.  
5The waters continued to recede until the tenth month, and on the first day of the 
tenth month the tops of the mountains became visible. 



6After forty days Noah opened a window he had made in the ark 7and sent out a 
raven, and it kept flying back and forth until the water had dried up from the earth.  
8Then he sent out a dove to see if the water had receded from the surface of the 
ground.  9But the dove could find nowhere to perch because there was water over 
all the surface of the earth; so it returned to Noah in the ark.  He reached out his 
hand and took the dove and brought it back to himself in the ark.  10He waited seven 
more days and again sent out the dove from the ark.  11When the dove returned to 
him in the evening, there in its beak was a freshly plucked olive leaf!  Then Noah 
knew that the water had receded from the earth.  12He waited seven more days 
and sent the dove out again, but this time it did not return to him. 
13By the first day of the first month of Noah’s six hundred and first year, the water 
had dried up from the earth. … 
15Then God said to Noah, 16 “Come out of the ark, you and your wife and your sons 
and their wives.  17Bring out every kind of living creature that is with you…so they 
can multiply on the earth and be fruitful and increase in number on it.” 
18So Noah came out, together with his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives.  19All 
the animals …came out of the ark, one kind after another. 
 
PRAY 
 
It is curious that throughout this entire episode, Noah is completely silent.  Noah is 
not a talker, Noah is a do-er, a man of action.  He does what God commands.  That 
is the essence of a person of faith. 
7:5 Noah did all that the LORD God commanded him. 
In the NT epistle of James we find this:  
22Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves.  Do what it says.  
23Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone who 
looks at his face in a mirror 24and, after looking at himself, goes away and 
immediately forgets what he looks like.  25But whoever looks intently into the 
perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it—not forgetting what they have 
heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in what they do.   James 1:22-25  
 
Knowing what we are supposed to do—and actually doing it, living it, are two 
different things. 
 
Noah is graciously chosen by God, before he does anything.  Noah is as much a 
sinner as everyone else on the earth, but once chosen by God, Noah is obedient.  



And we should note, Noah obeys even when, what God asks him to do does not 
make sense….build an ark in the middle of the desert?  Nor does God tell Noah why 
he is to build it or what God’s larger purpose is. 
 
As gracious as God is, as often as God has made a new way for the human family 
outside the Garden of Eden, etc.  Now the extent of violence and corruption is so 
pervasive that it has totally invaded every human heart—God decides to start over.  
God’s love is greater than God’s deep grief over the path of rebellion and self-
destruction that humanity has chosen.  God spares Noah and his family and a 
selection of animal species with which to begin a ‘new’ creation. 
 
As mentioned previously, the Hebrews were surrounded by other cultures whose 
religions also had flood stories.  What is unique to the biblical flood story is the 
reason for it, and the involvement of Yahweh God who is totally different in 
character from the remote, detached gods of the Babylonian culture.  The flood 
comes about because God is utterly broken hearted over the choices humanity has 
been making, choosing self- destruction vs. obedience to God’s will. 
 
Whether this is a localized flood or worldwide is not relevant to the story.  What 
we are meant to understand, is that God has graciously spared Noah and his family 
in order to start again.  God’s whole mode of operation, God’s whole purpose is 
only and always redemptive!  
 
It is one thing to wait throughout the forty days and nights of rain and flooding, to 
watch as all that is familiar, disappear under the water.  But it is quite another to 
wait while the water recedes.  Three times Noah sends out a bird (raven first, and 
doves later) to discern the extent of the flooding.  What underlies these actions are 
not only the waiting and passage of time, but the HOPE that God will keep God’s 
promises.  
 
The pivotal verse in this passage is chapter 8, verse 1: “But God remembered 
Noah…” 
There are three aspects to human memory—sensory, short-term and long-term—
and each uses a different part of the brain.  Memory makes us who we are.  Without 
the help of memories, we would struggle to learn new information, form lasting 
relationships, or function in daily life.   



Furthermore, while there is individual memory, there is also corporate memory—
this is critically important for the people of God—both in the OT and yes, even now.  
Corporate memory is at work in the oral traditions that carry God’s word and God’s 
actions (track record) from one generation to the next, the story of God’s 
interactions with God’s people.   
 
The function of memory is important as we noted last week, in Communion.  Jesus 
infuses the Passover meal with new meaning, not only with regard to a new 
covenant, but emphasizing that we are to “do this in remembrance of me”!  We are 
to remember Jesus’ self-sacrificing love! 
In Genesis, God remembers Noah.  
 
I want to tell you about Edward.  I will never forget him.  He was one of my 
Kindergarten students at Hill Ave. Lutheran School.  He always had a smile on his 
face.  One particular morning, it seemed he was just bursting with joy.  
I asked him: “Edward, what are you so happy about?”  
He stopped and grinned at me.  “I just LOVE school!  I’m going to learn everything 
I need to know, to be an entomologist!” 
Go figure!!  (That is a person who studies insects, by the way.  Noah might have 
been able to use one!) 
Edward and his classmates were just beginning to understand and use humor. So I 
want to share with you a ‘knock-knock’ joke that Edward told me.  I’ve never 
forgotten it!  
But I need your help, so please go along with me at the beginning…so answer these 
questions affirmatively. 
Will you remember me a week from now?  (YES is the expected answer) 
Will you remember me an hour from now?  (Yes)  
Will you remember me 5 minutes from now?  (Yes) 
Knock-knock… 
Who’s there? (Your part!) 
What?  You forgot me already??? 
 
God remembered Noah.   
This expression, “God remembers” occurs 73 times in the Bible.  Every time God 
remembers, it means God will act on behalf of his people according to God’s 
covenant promises.  (We talked about covenants last week—a covenant being a set 
of agreements or promises made between two parties, each one receiving 



something in return. God loves us, we agree to be God’s faithful people.  In a 
wedding ceremony the couple make promises and enter into the covenant of 
marriage. etc) 
 
When God remembers, God acts—God will surprise, stun, overwhelm, and lavish 
unexpected and undeserved goodness and grace on his people.  When God 
remembers Noah, the flood waters begin to recede.  When God remembers Rachel, 
she becomes pregnant.  When God remembers the Hebrews enslaved in Egypt 
under Pharaoh’s iron grip, God acts to bring about their freedom in the Exodus 
story of redemption.  When God remembers, it’s not just mental activity, it is 
redemptive activity!  (“God Remembers”, Matt Woodley) 
 
Once again, Yahweh surprises.  Unlike the gods of contemporaneous religions, 
Yahweh is not immune to the plight of humanity.  The very good news of this story 
is that,—in spite of humanity’s determination to self-destruction—we are not 
forgotten.  God remembers!  
 
For those who—due to the ravages of memory destroying diseases—have 
forgotten not only who they are but who God is—fear not.  God has not forgotten 
them.  God remembers! 
 
The idea of God’s remembering has two components: the first is God’s faithful love 
that God has set upon us.  You and I, your loved ones and mine who’s memories 
are fading—they are, and we are God’s beloved.  Although human memory may 
fail, God will not forget God’s beloved!  We are always and forever held in God’s 
loving memory.  And second, in this gracious act of God, God moves to intervene 
on behalf of the ones God loves.  God yearns for us, delights in us, God has 
compassion on us…all of which are part of God’s memory; all of which reflect the 
fact that God is a promise-keeping God. God will keep this covenant with Noah, and 
the “new covenant” made through Christ with us! 
 
Because God is irrevocably, graciously, and completely committed to God’s 
beloved; God will never, never forget.     
 
[Pray] 


