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God’s Grief, God’s Grace                                Rev. Lynell M. Caudillo 
Genesis 6:5-22                                                       October 6, 2019 
 
INTRODUCTION: For the purpose of context, we need to be reminded that the 
message of Genesis was first crafted and heard by Israel when they were in their 
Babylonian captivity.  They are familiar with surrounding religions, which 
worshipped gods that were considered impersonal, remote, and uninvolved with 
creation.  The faith of Israel is in a God and Creator who is markedly different, as 
we shall see.  Furthermore, flood stories were common among some of these 
religions, but the Hebrew story conveys an important truth about Yahweh, and 
about us.  These opening verses are very sobering.  Listen as I read, Genesis 6:5-22. 
 
5The LORD saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become on the 
earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil 
all the time.  6The LORD regretted that he had made human beings on the earth, and 
his heart was deeply troubled.  7So the LORD said, “I will wipe from the face of the 
earth the human race I have created—and with them the animals, the birds and 
the creatures that move along the ground—for I regret that I have made them.”  
8But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD. 
9This is the account of Noah and his family. 
Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked 
faithfully with God.  10Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham and Japheth. 
11Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of violence.  12God saw how 
corrupt the earth had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted their ways.  
13So God said to Noah, “I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled 
with violence because of them.   I am surely going to destroy both them and the 
earth.  14So make yourself an ark of cypress wood; make rooms in it and coat it with 
pitch inside and out.  15This is how you are to build it: The ark is to be three hundred 
cubits long, fifty cubits wide and thirty cubits high.  16Make a roof for it, leaving 
below the roof an opening one cubit high all around.  Put a door in the side of the 
ark and make lower, middle and upper decks.  17I am going to bring floodwaters on 
the earth to destroy all life under the heavens, every creature that has the breath 
of life in it.  Everything on earth will perish.  18But I will establish my covenant with 
you, and you will enter the ark—you and your sons and your wife and your sons’ 
wives with you.  19You are to bring into the ark two of all living creatures, male and 
female, to keep them alive with you.  20Two of every kind of bird, of every kind of 
animal and of every kind of creature that moves along the ground will come to you 
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to be kept alive.  21You are to take every kind of food that is to be eaten and store 
it away as food for you and for them.”  22Noah did everything just as God 
commanded him.  
 
[PRAY] 
 
This is perhaps one of the best known, most familiar of Biblical stories.  Countless 
versions of Noah and the Ark have been portrayed in children’s story books.  It’s a 
good story, with a happy ending right?  Yes, it is.  I saw a cartoon with a mother 
sitting at her child’s bedside, reading a storybook.  She explains to her child: “There 
are no dinosaurs because they missed Noah’s boarding call and were put on 
standby. 
 
But I saw one l liked better: A pair of tyrannosaurus rex dinos were standing at the 
foot of the ramp into the ark, conversing with Noah.  One says to him: “No thanks, 
Noah, we’ve booked ourselves on a Carnival Cruise.” 
 
However, I propose that we take a closer look at the biblical narrative because 
there is much more here than a children’s story. 
 
“In the beginning” God created the universe and humanity.  Beauty, community, 
harmony and goodness were woven into the entire creation.  Humanity, made in 
God’s image and for relationship with our Creator, was given immense freedom, 
including the freedom to choose.  And yet with only one prohibition, humanity 
chose to exert their will over against God’s.  This rebellion led to consequences, as 
sin usually does.  Judgement was tempered with grace however, and life goes on 
outside of the Garden.  Last week we saw the destructive effects of sin in the sibling 
rivalry of Cain and Abel.  Yet again we observed both God’s judgement and grace. 
 
The one command of the Creator that the people obeyed, was to “be fruitful and 
multiply!” (Genesis 1: 28)  But as the population proliferates, so does sin!  To the 
degree that God sees the great wickedness of humankind, and that “every 
inclination of the thoughts of their hearts was only evil continually”.  Whoa…that is 
quite an indictment! 
 
God is looking into the hearts of humankind.  In the Hebrew way of thinking, the 
heart is not only the seat of emotion, but also of the understanding and the will. 
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Thus, in addition to experiencing emotion, the heart’s function is to thoughtfully 
decide and direct one’s actions.  It is tragic that humanity’s heart condition has 
deteriorated to the degree that “every inclination of the thoughts of their hearts 
was only evil continually”.   
 
The juxtaposition of those three words---“only evil continually”-- could be likened 
to what in English would be a triple negative, when we only ever have a double 
negative.  In other words, this choice and succession of words serve to underscore 
the complete, total and utter sinfulness of humanity’s hearts.  They paint a 
devastating picture. 
 
What follows is an unprecedented glimpse into the very heart of God: And the 
LORD/Yahweh was sorry that he had made humankind on the earth and it grieved 
him to his heart. (v.6)  
 
This is unprecedented!  Quite in contrast to other contemporaneous gods, the God 
of the Hebrews is personal, not detached and stoic.  This God feels and feels deeply 
about his creation.  God is not angry with, but deeply disappointed in humanity.  If 
we grieve to the degree that we love, God’s grief-stricken heart is not merely 
broken, it is shattered. 
 
Perhaps we as human parents can identify a bit, for we also can be broken - hearted 
when our children make poor choices and suffer the consequences; we too grieve 
at such a time.  But the immensity of what the Creator must feel over the utter 
lostness of his creation is beyond our imagining. 
 
The narrator goes on: 7So the LORD said, “I will wipe from (blot out from) the face of 
the earth the human race I have created—and with them the animals, the birds and 
the creatures that move along the ground—for I (am sorry) regret that I have made 
them.” 
 
Twice, once in v.6 and again in v.7, God says he is “sorry” or he “regrets” that he 
created us!  The Hebrew word used, here is also translated “to repent”.  God hardly 
needs to repent in the same way that we do—to be sorry for our sins!  But the word 
“repent” also means “to change one’s mind”. 
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What Noah and the Ark kids’ stories leave out is the pathos and vulnerability 
revealed through the heart of God.  Is God immutable or unchanging?  Here we are 
presented with a view of Yahweh who is fully personal, who celebrates and grieves, 
who responds and acts with incredible freedom.  A crisis presents itself when the 
world and the people in it refuse, resist, and rebel against God’s best intentions for 
them.   
 
“The story …is about the hurt God endures because of, and for the sake of his 
wayward creation.” (W.Bruggemann, p. 79)  
 
But…suddenly a new possibility appears on the scene.  Little is known about Noah 
with the exception that he is named in the genealogy of Adam (ch 5).  
 
8But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD. 
Let’s be clear: there is nothing special about Noah.  Make no mistake, he is as much 
a sinner as everyone else on earth.  What differentiates him from the rest, is how 
God sees him: God looks on Noah with favor.  The Hebrew word for “favor” is the 
same word for “grace”.  
 
In other words, God chooses to look with grace upon Noah, in whom there is no 
inherent goodness other than the fact that, like all of us, he is made in God’s image. 
At this point in the narrative, Noah has not yet done anything to demonstrate that 
he is “righteous” or “blameless” as he is described in v.9.  He represents the 
possibility of embodied faith, and that is enough for God to modify his original 
judgement to blot out every living thing.  
 
Noah does obey God’s command to build the ark, without knowing God’s 
intentions.  It must have seemed strange and incomprehensible to build a ship on 
dry land.  Imagine what the neighbors said! “I just talked to that Noah guy.  He 
claims he’s building that thing for a rainy day.” 
 
In the NT we are told: “By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in 
holy fear built an ark to save his family.  By his faith he condemned the world and 
became heir of the righteousness that is in keeping with faith.  (Hebrews 11:7) 
 
The corruption of the earth and all that is in it, remains.  What is different now is 
God’s choice of Noah as one who will represent a new beginning, a “new creation”, 



5 
 

if you will.  While God has been committed to creation from the beginning, now 
God’s commitment is intensified.  Out of God’s grief and anguish, grows a new 
commitment. 
 
Verse 18 is the turning point of this entire text: 18But I will establish my covenant 
with you,… 
 
The word “covenant” is a legal term.  It was in common usage in contemporaneous 
cultures.  To enter into a covenant meant that two unequal parties enter into an 
agreement: For instance, a greater tribe might enter into a covenant with a lesser 
tribe: the greater tribe will provide protection for the lesser one, in exchange for 
their loyalty.  Each party makes promises.  Each party benefits.  For this reason, 
marriage is called a covenant. 
 
God choses to enter into a covenant with Noah, and in doing so, Noah obeys God’s 
commands; God saves Noah and his family.  This is the first of numerous covenants 
God will make with people, because people fail to uphold their side of the 
covenant/agreement.  God is always faithful, we are not.  God is a promise-keeper, 
we are not.   
 
Interestingly the word “testament” – as in Old Testament—refers to these old 
agreements with Noah, Abraham, and Moses.  They can be summarized simply: “I 
shall be your God and you shall be my people” (Leviticus 26:12). 
 
The New Testament refers to the New Covenant arrived at by God in an upstairs 
room in Jerusalem.  There at a Passover meal, surrounded by his disciples, Jesus 
summed it up by raising a chalice of wine and saying: “This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood.” (I Corinthians 11:25) 
 
The unique difference in this New Covenant is that…”God’s love becomes a 
suffering love: a love that suffers because it is not reciprocated, a love that suffers 
because we who are loved, suffer, and suffer precisely in our failure to reciprocate.” 
(F. Buechner, A Theological ABC, p. 16) 
 
“What is new about the New Covenant, is not the idea that God loves the world 
enough to bleed for it, but the claim that here God is actually…calling his own 
bluff…Like a mother who saying about her sick child, “I’d do anything to make you 
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well.”   Jesus Christ is what God does, and the cross is where he did it, is the central 
symbol of New Covenant faith.”  (F. Buechner, p.17) 
 
The most astonishing and unexpected Good News is this: God loves us no matter 
the condition of our hearts.  God loves us when there is nothing loveable about us, 
when we do not return that love and even and perhaps especially when we rebel 
against that love.   
 
To say that “God is love” is to know that love is so integral to God’s character, it is 
in God’s DNA (if God had DNA!)  In other words, God and love are synonymous.   
 
Frankly friends, very little in this world has changed since the days of Noah…just 
listen to the evening news or read the headlines.  But media outlets have missed 
the story of the millennium--and it is very, very good news:  
The God we worship and serve is madly in love with us! 
At every point, when humanity has been set on a path of self-destruction, God has 
determined to hit the reset button, and create a path of salvation! 
Furthermore, God has set his/her love on you and on me and on creation.  Why? 
Purely out of God’s gracious choice! 
 
God’s grief and God’s grace are both expressions of God’s love. 
  
If nothing else, I want you to leave worship today knowing in the core of your being, 
in your heart of hearts, how much you are loved.   
 
Today we celebrate World Communion.  It is appropriate for us to remember that 
“God so loved the world…every person in every age, from every culture and ethnic 
and linguistic group…that God gave his one and only Son…,that whoever believes 
in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”      
 
[PRAY] 


