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2Then Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two spies from Shittim.  “Go, look over the land,” 
he said, “especially Jericho.”  So they went and entered the house of a prostitute named 
Rahab and stayed there.  2The king of Jericho was told, “Look, some of the Israelites have 
come here tonight to spy out the land.”  3So the king of Jericho sent this message to 
Rahab: “Bring out the men who came to you and entered your house, because they have 
come to spy out the whole land.” 
4But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them.  She said, “Yes, the men came 
to me, but I did not know where they had come from.  5At dusk, when it was time to close 
the city gate, they left.  I don’t know which way they went.  Go after them quickly.  You 
may catch up with them.”  6(But she had taken them up to the roof and hidden them 
under the stalks of flax she had laid out on the roof.)  7So the men set out in pursuit of the 
spies on the road that leads to the fords of the Jordan, and as soon as the pursuers had 
gone out, the gate was shut. 
8Before the spies lay down for the night, she went up on the roof 9and said to them, “I 
know that the LORD has given you this land and that a great fear of you has fallen on us, 
so that all who live in this country are melting in fear because of you.  10We have heard 
how the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and 
what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the Amorites east of the Jordan, whom 
you completely destroyed.  11When we heard of it, our hearts melted in fear and 
everyone’s courage failed because of you, for the LORD your God is God in heaven above 
and on the earth below. 
12“Now then, please swear to me by the LORD that you will show kindness to my family, 
because I have shown kindness to you.  Give me a sure sign 13that you will spare the lives 
of my father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them—and that 
you will save us from death.”  14“Our lives for your lives!” the men assured her.  “If you 
don’t tell what we are doing, we will treat you kindly and faithfully when the LORD gives 
us the land.”  15So she let them down by a rope through the window, for the house she 
lived in was part of the city wall.  16She said to them, “Go to the hills so the pursuers will 
not find you.  Hide yourselves there three days until they return, and then go on your 
way.” 
17Now the men had said to her, “This oath you made us swear will not be binding on us 
18unless, when we enter the land, you have tied this scarlet cord in the window through 
which you let us down, and unless you have brought your father and mother, your 
brothers and all your family into your house.  19If any of them go outside your house into 
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the street, their blood will be on their own heads; we will not be responsible.  As for those 
who are in the house with you, their blood will be on our head if a hand is laid on them.  
20But if you tell what we are doing, we will be released from the oath you made us swear.”  
21“Agreed,” she replied.  “Let it be as you say.”  So she sent them away, and they departed.  
And she tied the scarlet cord in the window. 
 
INTRODUCTION: Throughout James’ epistle, he is making a case for those things that 
constitute a mature Christian disciple, one whose faith has been tested.  First and 
foremost, he argues that a “tested” faith is one that is completely centered in God’s Word 
(1:19-27).  The next “test” is how we respond in faith to prejudice or partiality (2:1-13).  
The “test” in this passage focuses on the expression of our faith in the real world, as 
evidenced by “works”. 
 
James 2:14-26          14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have 
faith but has no deeds?  Can such faith save them?  15Suppose a brother or a sister is 
without clothes and daily food.  16If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm 
and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it?  17In the same 
way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 
18But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.”    Show me your faith without 
deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds.  19You believe that there is one God.  
Good!  Even the demons believe that—and shudder. 
20You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless?  21Was 
not our father Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son 
Isaac on the altar?  22You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his 
faith was made complete by what he did.  23And the scripture was fulfilled that says, 
“Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness,” and he was called 
God’s friend.  24You see that a person is considered righteous by what they do and not by 
faith alone. 
25In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she 
did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction?  26As 
the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead. 
 
PRAY 
 
Suppose you and I were put on trial for being Christians.  What kind of evidence might be 
presented in court?  Would there be enough evidence to convict us, or acquit us? 
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This passage raises some significant questions, starting with: 
What is saving faith?  Do James and Paul disagree?  I think they agree but emphasize 
different aspects.  In his letter to the church in Rome and Galatia, the Apostle Paul writes: 
“We…know that a person is not justified by the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus 
Christ.  So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in 
Christ and not by the works of the law, because by the works of the law no one will be 
justified. (Romans 3:28 and Galatians 2:16) 
 
In Paul’s letter to the church in Ephesus, he writes: “For it is by grace you have been 
saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, 
so that no one can boast.” Ephesians 2:8-9 
That seems pretty straight forward: we do nothing but receive a gift/the grace of God 
which is our salvation.   
 
If faith in Christ is the bottom line for salvation, but what does that mean? 
Does it mean intellectual adherence to a set of doctrines, such as those included in our 
Book of Confessions?  It is filled with thoughtful, articulate, biblical statements of faith 
written by committed Christians throughout history.  People who were willing to die for 
their faith, and some did. 
 
Is that what faith means?  Or does faith mean doing things, acting in compliance with 
what we say we believe, in order to be justified or made right with God?   
 
Faith is NOT about what we do, it is about what Christ has done - Christ has accomplished 
our salvation through his redemptive death and resurrection.  It is a gift of pure grace.  
We can do nothing to deserve, merit, or earn - salvation.  Faith is a relationship with a 
person.  It involves putting one’s complete confidence in the person and work of Jesus 
Christ who lived, died, and rose again for us.   
 
Jesus wasn’t all talk.  He didn’t just say: “I love you, you’re supremely important to me.”  
No.  Jesus took action.  He expressed that love when he laid down his life, dying for us, 
that we might be forgiven and set free to live and serve him.  So, faith involves a 
relationship of love and service, words and actions. 
 
When a couple marry, they make vows to one another.  Some of you have been married 
for decades, which is pretty awesome.  How is love and commitment expressed within 
this relationship?  Is it in the written word, in love letters?  After our mother’s death, my 



4 
 

sister and I found love letters that our parents exchanged when our father served in the 
Navy during WWII.  They were wonderful.  But if that is the extent of their love, it would 
be pretty hollow.  Love must be, by its very nature, expressed in word and deed. 
 
Being “saved by faith” is not about the least that we can do.  At times, some have tried to 
say that to be “saved” one need only believe “x” or do “y”.  But one would never enter 
into a relationship with someone who will put in the minimum!  An employer would never 
hire someone who asks: “What’s the least I can do to keep this job?”  Or if before the 
wedding, one partner asks the other: “Just what is the least you expect of me?” 
 
On the contrary - because we are saved by grace - the gift of Jesus’ self-sacrificing love - 
it is our joy and privilege not only to accept and receive this gift of love, but to respond in 
joyful service as an expression of gratitude for this costly gift!  We are not saved BY works 
or deeds, but we are saved by grace FOR good deeds of gratitude and service. 
 
James gives two examples of people, whose faith was expressed in action, Abraham, and 
Rahab.  Both people are not unlike us.  Far from perfect, they and we are sinners in need 
of God’s grace.  They each faced unique challenges in their lives, they did so placing their 
faith and trust in Yahweh.  From their lives we see that faith and action are inseparable. 
 
Abraham’s faith was proved by his willingness to trust implicitly in the provision of God 
when asked to sacrifice his son Isaac.  Yahweh proved trustworthy and did in fact, provide 
a ram after Abraham’s faith was made evident in his actions; his willingness to sacrifice 
Isaac. 
 
Similarly, Rahab, who was an outsider to the Covenant and a foreigner, cast in her lot with 
Joshua’s people and Joshua’s God.  Her faith was expressed her treatment of the spies.  
Both Abraham and Rahab were willing to risk it all in service of Yahweh who indeed kept 
His word and ‘saved’ Isaac, and ‘saved’ Rahab and her family.  Both individuals are named 
in Hebrews 11, the “roll call of faith” - a list of people, both “insiders and outsiders” to the 
covenant, who acted in faith and were rewarded by God. 
 
Ten times in this passage (and 16 times altogether), James links “faith” and “works” or 
“deeds”.  In his mind, the two are interrelated.  Like that old song “love and marriage…go 
together like a horse and carriage”, faith and works are inextricably linked in the mind of 
James.  
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Is faith intellectual ascent to correct doctrine?  Is faith trusting in Jesus as Savior and Lord?  
Is faith doing good works? 
 
Are faith and works - “either/or” OR “both/and”??  Clearly James says it is both/and, 
because “faith without works is dead” (James 2:26).   
 
There is a church in Naperville Illinois, in the Chicago metro area.  When the building was 
under construction, a bell tower was included but there was not enough money to 
purchase any bells.  They thought about adding banners or other ideas, but the bell tower 
remained empty until the church approached their 25th anniversary as a congregation.  
Then they decided to add bells to the belltower. The three new bells are quite attractive, 
but you’ll never hear them ring.  That is because they lack a clapper; they are made of 
resin.  They appear authentic, but something vital is missing!  They are lacking an essential 
component.  Not only that, but the bells are also made of resin, not metal. 
 
Author Donald Miller used to say that he believed it was important to tell people about 
Jesus, but he never did.  His friend Andrew, kindly called him out.  He said that if Don did 
not introduce others to Jesus, he didn’t really believe that Jesus was an important person.  
It didn’t matter what he said, what mattered was what he did! (Blue Like Jazz, p. 107) 
Faith alone is not enough. 
Words alone are not enough. 
Action alone is not enough. 
Faith=words + action. 
 
In conclusion I want to return to the first question I asked: 
Suppose you and I were put on trial for being Christians.  What kind of evidence might be 
presented in court?  Would there be enough evidence to convict us?  Or would we be 
acquitted? 
Think about that… 
 
Pray 


