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Mission Possible 

Imagine a voice speaking to Paul at the beginning of his ministry:  Good evening, 
Paul. Your mission, should you decide to accept it, is to travel throughout the 
Roman Empire telling them about the Lord.  The   Lord, whose followers you have 
previously persecuted, but now serve. You will endure all kinds of hardship: 
hunger, sleeplessness, homelessness, beatings, riots, shipwreck and multiple 
imprisonments - but you will survive them all. Your goal is to preach the good 
news about salvation in Jesus, even to Caesar in Rome.  As always, should you or 
any of your Impossible Mission Force be caught or killed, the Secretary will 
disavow any knowledge of your actions.  “This tape will self-destruct in five 
seconds. Good luck, and God bless.”  We all know that Paul managed to fulfill this 
mission. For him it was not Mission Impossible, but Mission Possible.  It was quite 
a feat, this ministry of his.  And in our lesson for this weekend, we look at Paul’s 
longed-for l trek, the mission to Rome. 

Now at long last, Paul is on his way to Rome. His cherished dream was about to 
come true.  He expressed this desire in Romans 1: 8-15. He expresses his 
eagerness to proclaim the Gospel to citizens in Rome.   

Paul and his companions have survived the shipwreck and have now arrived in 
Rome.  The centerpiece of his ministry has been to fulfill the Great Commission 
given by Jesus prior to his ascension into heaven recorded in Acts 1: 8-9 “But you 
will receive power when the Holy Spirt comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.” 

    In Rome, Paul is still under house arrest, but he is allowed to live by himself.   
He is always bound to a soldier who was guarding him.   Paul could not go to the 
synagogues to preach, so the Jews were invited to where Paul was.  The Jews 
living in Rome had not heard anything negative about Paul or his ministry in 
Jerusalem.  They did, however, have a negative impression of the Christian 



message. “But we would like to hear from you what you think for regard to this 
sect we know that everywhere it is spoken against. Paul spoke to them at length, 
all day and into the evening, testifying using both the law of Moses and the 
prophets. Some were convinced and some refused to believe. In one final 
argument, Paul made the last statement taken from Isaiah.  “Go to the people and 
say, You will indeed listen, but never understand, and you will indeed look, but 
never perceive. For this people’s heart has grown dull, and their ears are hard of 
hearing, and they have shut their eyes; so that they might not look with their eyes, 
and listen with their heart and turn- and I will heal them.” 

Then Paul states that the salvation of God is going to be taken to the Gentiles and 
they will listen. In Paul’s letter to the Romans, he says, “for I am not ashamed of 
the gospel; it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who has faith, to the 
Jew first and also to the Greek. From that time on, Paul welcomed those who 
would come to him. And he proclaimed the Gospel with “all boldness and without 
hindrance.”  And with this, the Gospel of Acts comes to an end.  Or does it?  
Maybe Luke, the writer of Acts left it open-ended on purpose.  

It is very possible that Luke left the gospel open-ended because the story is not 
finished.  

Consider that centuries later the church is still alive and well, despite barriers, 
roadblocks, controversy and bottlenecks. We are still to fulfill the great 
commission.  I would like to suggest that the conclusion in Acts is both the end 
and the beginning.  We could consider our willingness to share the story of the 
gospel as the 29th chapter of Acts, the end of one mission and the beginning of 
another. 

So, if we are being told by God that our mission, if we choose to accept it, is to 
share the good news of salvation through Jesus to Enumclaw and around the 
Plateau, what might our response be?  Uh, yes,… well maybe. Do we have 
reluctance because we are fearful of rejection or because we do not feel we have 
the appropriate skills? What kinds of personal characteristics would it take to be 
successful on this mission?     If we take a look at some of the characteristics of 
Paul, we may find the tools we need to succeed in our mission. We will consider 
the following: concern, conviction, courage and confidence. 

Concern: Paul was a loyal Jewish man who wanted only the best for the Jewish 
people whom he served. That is why it was so important to him that they know 



that he was not guilty of any wrongdoing. He wanted to defend his integrity so 
they would be more inclined to his preaching. In all of this, his concern was not so 
much for himself but that Jesus would be believed by them and they would 
experience the hope that they had been promised. 

Conviction:  Paul never lost sight of his purpose. He sought to convince his 
hearers about Christ and his message for all believers. He was convinced of the 
value of the gospel and did not ever feel the need to apologize for his message. 
He was persuasive and passionate about his message. 

Courage: Looking at Paul’s life one cannot help but see his courage. He endured 
all kinds of hardships, imprisonment, beatings, you name it. And he did not back 
down on his message. He boldly declared the message and did not give up. 

Confidence:  Paul had confidence. He was outspoken, frank, plain and open. He 
spoke clearly and candidly. It is important to note that his bold speech   was 
because of his strong belief and not from belligerence. 

In the end, the summation of Paul’s ministry was continuance.  Because of his 
ministry, Christianity took hold and spread within Rome and outward. It produced 
large numbers of believers. 

So, back to the question: Are we ready and willing to carry out our mission?  We 
discussed this in a recent staff meeting.  In various ways we expressed things that 
would turn most people off from listening to the gospel message. There is a big 
difference between “beating people over the head” with the gospel and telling 
our personal stories with concern for the other person. It is not about carrying 
signs in public places or using fear tactics or condemnation to convince people of 
the value of the message. In the last verse of Acts, it says that Paul “welcomed all 
who came to him…”   

How we share our story needs to incorporate a conviction on our part that we 
believe in Christ’s message so much that our words and actions match up. 
Nothing is more convincing that a person who “walks the talk.”  It does also take 
courage to speak up. If we are genuine in our approach, it will not matter that we 
are not polished.  People will sense our genuineness over a polished message. 
Above all, if our message is done with concern for others that cannot be   over-
emphasized. Most persons respond to concern and friendliness.  As Erin so aptly 
described it, “I do not push my message on people. Instead, I just share what 



having faith has done for me. Then it is up to them to decide. We cannot make a 
person decide, we just have to lead them to find it for themselves.” 

So, the story did not come to an end in Acts. It is just the end of the beginning.  
Our job is to add to Acts.  Our stories become the 29th chapter of Acts; the 
continuation of the story of our faith. 

 

    

      

  

 

 


