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The Incredible Journey 
Acts 27:1-28:16 

Rev. Lynell Caudillo 
 

 
Are we there yet? Are we there yet??  This is the familiar refrain of 

youngsters in the back seat on a car trip.  A problem occurs when 
this question is voiced and the vehicle has not left the driveway!!  Patience is 

a virtue (and one of the fruits of the Holy Spirit!) And trust in God's timing 
is, as well. 

 
Life itself is a journey, and Life is not without its "ups and downs".  Paul's life 

and this actual journey had both! 
 

After the Risen Lord visited Paul in prison (in 23:11), informing him that Paul 

would indeed, go to Rome, this had been Paul's focus.  After four trials and 
various imprisonments, he is now on his way to Rome so that his appeal can 

be heard by none other than Caesar himself.  But getting there proved to be 
an incredible journey! 

 
Paul's journey begins to look up, when after a perilous voyage, they finally 

come within sight of land.  But things take a turn for the worse when, in an 
attempt to enter the harbor, the ship runs aground and begins to break 

apart. 
Fearing the prisoners would escape, the guards intend to kill them. (By 

Roman law, if one's prisoner escapes, the person responsible will suffer the 
death penalty).  But things look up when Julius, the centurion, intervenes on 

behalf of the prisoners.  All made is safely to shore! 
 

The natives of Malta respond to these shipwreck victims with unusual 

kindness and hospitality, helping them build a fire, etc.  Paul experiences a 
brief downturn when he is bitten by a snake, but things look up when he 

suffers no ill effects.  Things continue on the upswing as Publius, a 
prominent local citizen, invites some of the shipwrecked victims to his home 

for several days.  During their visit, the host's father falls ill (that's a 
downer). But Paul prays and lays hands on him.  God heals Publius' father! 

(That's an upper!)  This initiates a significant ministry of healing for Paul. 
 Paul's predominant ministry is teaching and preaching, however, here God 

uses him to bring healing.  Others hear of what God did and come to Paul for 
healing as well.  On this occasion, God speaks through Paul's actions as 

much as through his words. 
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After three months on Malta, winter gives way to spring.  Paul and his group 

continue their journey.  Notice that Luke, who is writing this account, uses 
first person plural pronouns--"we"--he is himself, apparently along for the 

cruise to Rome!  Paul--Luke--and Julius the Centurion (who appears to be a 
believer in Jesus) --all give God credit for intervening and sparing their lives 

on this incredible journey! 
 

Now they sail north from Malta to Syracuse on Sicily, next to Rheguim on 
the tip of Italy's boot and finally to Puetoli, the port of Rome.  Luke says that 

there they found believers and were invited to stay for a week!  They could 
not have stayed over, without the consent of Julius the centurion, who was 

the official charged with keeping Paul in custody. 
 

Finally, at long last, Paul concludes his long, tedious journey, making the 
last leg of his trip overland to Rome.  As he does so, something 

unprecedented occurs!  A welcoming committee of Christian brothers and 

sisters travel a significant distance--between 30-40 miles on foot--in order 
to welcome him!  Paul is greeted not as a defeated captive in chains, 

but more like a triumphant general!  Luke uses an expression that normally 
would be used to describe the official entourage that would meet and greet a 

newly arrived dignitary and escort him to his destination! 
 

It is apparent that the believers in Rome were eagerly anticipating Paul's 
visit.  The church in Rome had grown from a small group of Jews in 

Jerusalem at Pentecost to include Hebrew merchants/travelers, 
"liberati" or slaves who had purchased their own freedom, as well as 

converts from among the Jews as well as the Romans, including some even 
in Caesar's household. 

 
While the church there was eager to welcome Paul, surely it was mutual! 

 Paul had written a letter to those in Rome, and had endured the long, 

treacherous journey to arrive at his Christ-appointed destination.   
 

Though Paul might have despaired at ever reaching Rome, how his heart 
must have soared as the welcoming committee came out to meet him! 

Their enthusiasm, their faith, their heart-felt love came through to Paul, loud 
and clear! Luke says (v.15) that Paul had a two-fold response: 

Paul gave Gratitude to God and he "took courage", or "took heart' (vs. 
disheartened!)  

 
Consider for a moment, all the challenges Paul had faced in addition to the 

four trials:  The bad weather on the voyage, the shipwreck, the threat of 
being killed along with the possible escape of prisoners, the snake bite, the 

delay during the winter months, finding another vessel to finish the voyage. 
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A lesser person might have given up or despaired at ever arriving at his 

destination, given the circumstances.   BUT remember:  Jesus showed up 
earlier to tell Paul that GOD'S plan, was to get him to Rome. (Acts 23:11) 

 
Again God shows up (27:21-26). 

 
21 After they had gone a long time without food, Paul stood up before 

them and said: “Men, you should have taken my advice(Y) not to sail 
from Crete;(Z) then you would have spared yourselves this damage 

and loss. 22 But now I urge you to keep up your courage,(AA) because 
not one of you will be lost; only the ship will be destroyed. 23 Last 

night an angel(AB) of the God to whom I belong and whom I 
serve(AC) stood beside me(AD) 24 and said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul. You 

must stand trial before Caesar;(AE) and God has graciously given you 
the lives of all who sail with you.’(AF) 25 So keep up your 

courage,(AG) men, for I have faith in God that it will happen just as he 

told me.(AH) 26 Nevertheless, we must run aground(AI) on some 
island.” 

 
Paul is assured that there will be no loss of life, only the ship, and again Paul 

was encouraged with the message that he was going to stand before Caesar, 
and need not be afraid. I have been asked on more than one occasion:  Why 

is it that, even when we are doing what we believe is God’s will for us, often 
times we still face so many challenges and difficulties?  Why is that? 

 
I wonder if it is not precisely because we are trying to do God’s Will!  Surely 

this was true in Paul’s situation. Clearly Paul had been praying, because God 
answered his prayers. In this instance, the lives of 275 people are spared 

because of Paul’s prayers! 
 

If I took a poll I am confident that 100% of us would agree that prayer 

makes a difference, and that God answers prayer…but why then do we not 
pray all the more?  Recently those of us who viewed the movie The War 

Room, saw how God—through the prayers of ordinary persons--praying with 
faith--could turn lives around!  We see the power of answered prayer in the 

life of Paul.  May we be encouraged to pray as well, and not lose heart! 
 

God had protected Paul, Luke and the others. 
God had intervened on their behalf. 

God had saved them, on more than one occasion, when they were on the 
brink of death. 

God was in charge! 
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts27&version=NIV#cen-NIV-27877Y
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts27&version=NIV#cen-NIV-27877Z
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts27&version=NIV#cen-NIV-27878AA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts27&version=NIV#cen-NIV-27879AB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts27&version=NIV#cen-NIV-27879AC
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts27&version=NIV#cen-NIV-27879AD
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts27&version=NIV#cen-NIV-27880AE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts27&version=NIV#cen-NIV-27880AF
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts27&version=NIV#cen-NIV-27881AG
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts27&version=NIV#cen-NIV-27881AH
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts27&version=NIV#cen-NIV-27882AI
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Luke as the author of Acts of the Apostles, emphasizes the role of the 

church, the body of Christ.  The church is the creation of God, composed of 
those who put their faith and trust in Jesus Christ as Savior.  The church, not 

the building but the people, are the new community formed by the Holy 
Spirit to be God's salt and light in the world. 

 
We are to be present for one another as a community of hope, and help; 

praying for one another, and providing mutual support and encouragement. 
  

We are a community of witness to the life changing love and grace of God as 
we share our stories, telling of God's faithfulness. 

 
We are a community of those who are citizens of the Kingdom of God, the 

values of which run counter to our culture.  Our "togetherness" is central to 
our witness, our outreach, our worship, our ability minister to one another 

and to the world. 

So we need one another for we are "aliens in a strange land"--we need to 
stick together, as well as reach out.  We must pray and work and witness 

 
This is significant for us, and for Paul.  His story is not yet finished.  Paul is 

still in chains and must know that a somber fate awaits him. 
 

This new trans-national, global community comprised of "all who invoke the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ in every place" (1 Cor. 1:2) is there for Paul, 

upholding him during his time of trial and tribulation.  God is clearly with 
him, as are the people of God, his brothers and sisters in Christ.   

 
As you proceed on your journey of life—with all its ups and downs, twists 

and turns, changes and challenges—know this: 
You are not alone. 

God is with you. 

Look around—you have many companions on life’s journey. 
God’s purposes will be accomplished as we seek to know God’s will, and do 

God’s will; as we pray and serve and walk together.  Are we there yet??? 
We’re well on our way… 

 
Let us pray: 
 


