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“Not to Decide, is to Decide”                        Rev. Lynell M. Caudillo 
Acts 24:1-27 and                    October 9,2016 
Deuteronomy 30:15-19     
   
            
Procrastination…all of us do it.  Some of us have a more serious case of it, than others. 
When my husband and I were in graduate school, someone gave us a poster.  It pictured a huge polar bear, 
sprawled across an ice flow, appearing to be totally relaxed.  The caption read: 
“Every time I get the urge to study, I lie down until the feeling goes away!” 
Obviously, one cannot wait until the “urge to study” strikes.  If that were the case, I’d still be in grad 
school! 
 
Procrastinating can have unintended consequences.  When I was in high school, the pastor at the church I’d 
attended for the previous 8 years, was leaving.  Lloyd Hovland, one of our youth leaders, told us:  “If Pastor 
Brown has meant anything to you, be sure and tell him.” 
 
On his final weekend, there was an all church retreat day on Saturday.  I attended, but was helping care for 
the preschoolers during some of the gatherings.  I wanted to talk to him, but there were lots of people, and I 
was busy, and I thought “I’ll tell him tomorrow.”  I knew that after worship the next day there would be a 
reception for him and his wife.  I’ll talk to him then. 
 
The next morning when I arrived at church, I could tell immediately that something was wrong.  As it 
happened, Allen Brown had suffered a heart attack and died in the early morning hours of that Sunday 
morning.  I learned a hard lesson that day about the consequences of procrastination! 
 
This--the 3rd of five "trials" of the Apostle Paul--is before the Roman governor Felix.  It is not substantively 
different from the first tow in content.  However this time, the Jews employ the services of a slick trial 
lawyer named Perry Mason/Tertullus. 
 
With nauseating flattery, Tertullus attempts to gain favor with Felix.  He then presents his case:  with half-
truths and twisted lies, he makes three accusations: that Paul is 1--a troublemaker (implying that he is a 
political threat to the powers that be) and 2, the ringleader of a religious sect, and 3--that he has 
desecrated the temple.  Since the Roman Tribune, Claudius Lysias had declared Paul innocent as far as 
Roman law was concerned (23:26-30),  His opponents attempt to portray Paul as a threat to law and order 
and to the security of the Empire. 
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Paul’s problem, as he points out in his own defense, was NOT political, but theological.  His defense here is 
consistent with his earlier ones:  He truthfully denies being a troublemaker and desecrating the 
temple.  Then he focuses on the theological issues by declaring his continuity with the Jewish faith in these 
4 affirmations: 
1--His worship of the same God 
2--His belief in the same truths Law/Prophets 
3--His shared hope of the resurrection 
4--His common goal:  to keep a clear conscience 
 
Now Felix the Roman governor, must make a decision. 
What does he decide?  He decides, not to decide.  He procrastinates! 
v.22 "he put them off” saying he'd decide later when Lysias came to town. 
This is illogical:  Lysias had already declared Paul innocent.  He had broken no Roman law (23:29). 
 
Felix could not convict Paul.  So he put him in a type of protective custody, with liberal visitation rights 
(v.23). 
What did Felix hope to accomplish by doing this? 
v.26 he hoped for a bribe $$ 
v.27 he hoped to gain favor with the Jews 
 
But perhaps there is something else.   
Just what is known about this fellow Felix?? 
A reading of Roman history indicates that Felix rose from very humble beginnings--he was born a slave--
and he rose through the ranks of the Roman socio-political system by means of intrigue, an insatiable thirst 
for power, and a series of "politically correct" marriages. 
 
Drucilla, a Jewess, daughter of Herod Agrippa I (Acts 12:1-23) is his current wife. 
She was previously married to someone else, but with the help of a magician, Felix seduced her and took 
her as his 3rd wife.  (Sounds like a soap opera—whoever says the Bible is boring, hasn’t read it!) 
 
 
So, Paul was imprisoned. What happens next, astounds me!  Felix and Drusilla do something totally out of 
character.  "They sent for Paul, and listened to him as he spoke about faith in Christ.” (v.24) 
 
Perhaps in the midst of the depravity of their lives, there was a genuine spiritual hunger.  And so they 
listened to Paul. 
 
What did Paul say about "faith in Christ"? 
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Luke does not give us a verbatim record of the conversation. He summarizes, indicating that Paul covered 
three topics: 
 
1--Justification by faith --"Since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, we are justified by grace 
as his gift.  Romans 3:21-26 
2--How to overcome temptation to sin and gain self-mastery (Romans 6) 
3--urgency of response in the face of final judgement of God (Romans 6:23) 
 
When confronted with the TRUTH, Felix is faced with a decision: What does he do? 
He is "alarmed, afraid', he makes excuses, he delays his decision. 
V. 25   "Go away for present...when I have an opportunity, I'll call you. 
 
Felix is a classic study in procrastination.  The result of his indecision was that he missed the opportunity to 
move from "living death, to deathless  life".  
He missed the opportunity to allow the Lord to fill the emptiness of his materialistic, power-hungry heart. 
 
Felix was stuck—he could not decide about Paul…about Christ, or about himself. 
 
Ironically, within two years he is deposed as governor.  His life is spared then, only at the intervention of his 
brother with the emperor. 
 
Each of us face an abundance of decisions in a lifetime.  How do we make choices? On what basis do we 
make decisions? 
 
Sometimes we gather facts, weigh the pros and cons, consider all our alternatives.  We may ask the advice 
of others.  We may pray and seek God’s guidance as well. 
 
In the OT passage read for us this morning, Moses knew his days were numbered, his life was nearing the 
end.  He also knew the nation of Israel was at a crossroads.  They were facing a major decision.  Soon they 
would enter the promised land. 
 
Moses said: 15 “See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death and destruction….choose life!” 
 
A life giving choice results in blessing.  A life-destroying decision brings death.  Overly dramatic? Perhaps.  
 
Paul was faced with a decision -to risk death in order to share the good news with Felix.   
Felix when confronted with the Gospel, procrastinates.  I think that is ultimately a life-destroying choice, 
although we don’t know for sure. 
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You and I make numerous choices each day.  When we perceive the prompting of the Holy Spirit -the “sure 
but quiet nudge” as a friend of mine calls it - how do we respond? 
 
Do we respond like Felix?  “Don’t call me, I’ll call you!” 
 
Some of us are not only good at procrastinating, we have developed a wide assortment of excuses: 
 
“Let somebody else do it.” 
“That’s just not me.” 
“I don’t have time.” 
“Maybe later, Lord.” 
“Don’t call me, I’ll call you.” 
 
What decision would the Lord be prompting you to make today? 

Perhaps it is to open your heart to Christ’s offer of a fresh start… 

Or, to ask forgiveness of another, to work toward reconciliation 

…to take a step of obedience in changing a destructive habit 

…to risk sharing what Christ means to you, with a friend or relative 

…to try something new 

…to volunteer to serve in a new capacity 

…to pick up the phone and take the first step in reaching out to one you’ve lost contact with… 

Only you and the Lord know what decision you are facing …only you and the Lord know at which crossroads 
you stand. 

Listen and respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit…do not delay…do not procrastinate. 
19 “This day I call the heavens and the earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and 
death, blessings and curses. Now choose life.” 

Not to decide, is to decide… 

Let’s pray… 


