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A “Tested” Faith: No Favorites!         Rev. Lynell M. Caudillo 
Deuteronomy 10:12-22 & James 2:1-13            September 26, 2021 
 
Deuteronomy 10:12-22 NIV 
12And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God ask of you but to fear the LORD your 
God, to walk in obedience to him, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul, 13and to observe the LORD’s commands and 
decrees that I am giving you today for your own good? 
14To the LORD your God belong the heavens, even the highest heavens, the earth and 
everything in it.  15Yet the LORD set his affection on your ancestors and loved them, 
and he chose you, their descendants, above all the nations—as it is today.  
16Circumcise your hearts, therefore, and do not be stiff-necked any longer.  17For the 
LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, 
who shows no partiality and accepts no bribes.  18He defends the cause of the 
fatherless and the widow, and loves the foreigner residing among you, giving them 
food and clothing.  19And you are to love those who are foreigners, for you 
yourselves were foreigners in Egypt.  20Fear the LORD your God and serve him.  Hold 
fast to him and take your oaths in his name.  21He is the one you praise; he is your 
God, who performed for you those great and awesome wonders you saw with your 
own eyes.  22Your ancestors who went down into Egypt were seventy in all, and now 
the LORD your God has made you as numerous as the stars in the sky. 
 
James 2:1-13 
1My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must not show 
favoritism.  2Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine 
clothes, and a poor man in filthy old clothes also comes in.  3If you show special 
attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, “Here’s a good seat for you,” but 
say to the poor man, “You stand there” or “Sit on the floor by my feet,” 4have you 
not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? 
5Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the 
eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those 
who love him?  6But you have dishonored the poor.  Is it not the rich who are 
exploiting you?  Are they not the ones who are dragging you into court?  7Are they 
not the ones who are blaspheming the noble name of him to whom you belong? 
8If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your neighbor as yourself,” 
you are doing right.  9But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the 
law as lawbreakers.  10For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just 
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one point is guilty of breaking all of it.  11For he who said, “You shall not commit 
adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.”  If you do not commit adultery but do 
commit murder, you have become a lawbreaker. 
12Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom, 
13because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been 
merciful.  Mercy triumphs over judgment.                                           
 
PRAY  
 
I do it.  You do it.  We all do it.  Every one of us.  No exceptions. 
My five-year-old grandson is being taught to discriminate: he is learning the 
difference between a circle and an oval, between blue and purple, between upper 
case and lower-case letters.  We are taught to observe differences.  This kind of 
discrimination is helpful and serves a good purpose.  However, the problem arises 
when such information influences how we behave toward one another.   
 
While working at Marcus Whitman Presbyterian Church in Des Moines, on a hot 
summer day, two boys were playing in the church yard.  They ran in asking to use 
the drinking fountain, then ran back out to play again.  A while later they returned, 
asking to get another drink and use the restrooms.  These boys were familiar to me, 
having been participants in our afterschool program.  On their way out this time 
they stopped.  The African American boy asked me: “Why is this a white man 
church?”   
 
I was startled.  I asked where he got that idea.  He replied it said so on our sign.  I 
asked them to show me.  Then it hit me like a ton of bricks: He was reading 
“Whitman” as “white man”!  I asked what grade they were in.  They proudly 
exclaimed that they would be in the second grade!  I encouraged them to keep 
learning, and briefly explained that the church was named after an historical 
person.  But mostly I emphasized that the God we worship loves and welcomes 
everyone - men, women, boys and girls, and people of every color! 
 
James takes us to task: “believers must not show favoritism”.  The Greek root for 
that expression “show favoritism” means literally “to lift up one’s face” or to 
elevate on the basis of appearance or what is on the surface.  This is incompatible 
with all biblical teaching.  Over a dozen times in the Old Testament alone, we are 
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told that God shows no partiality and therefore it is inappropriate for us as God’s 
people, to show partiality. 
 
As the Gospel spread and the church grew during the first century, the majority of 
believers were poor, reflecting the fact that the majority of the populace in general, 
were poor.  James gives an example, a hypothetical: favor shown to an obviously 
wealthy person entering a place of worship.  This person is ushered into one of the 
best seats in the house, a place of honor.  But then, one who is clearly at the other 
end of the economic spectrum enters.  This person, though poor in material terms, 
may indeed be spiritually rich and mature.  But he is treated differently, based 
solely on his appearance.  
 
Would this happen today?  
In another church, in another time and place, an elder was escorting a visiting high 
school student to the youth room on a Sunday morning.  After introducing him to 
one of the adults and the student greeting at the door, the young man was 
welcomed in.  The elder then - surely thinking he was beyond earshot of the youth, 
said to the adult leader: “Treat this fellow well.  His dad owns one of the largest car 
dealerships in town.  He’d be in a position to become a major donor!”   
Wow.  
 
James illustrates how we use economics as a measure of status, as a measure of 
value, and as a measure of power.  
 
As a measure of status, money affords higher education, finer clothing, jewelry, 
vehicles, travel, vacation homes, etc.  Financial wealth is not necessarily correlated 
with spiritual maturity and therefore should not be considered as a qualification for 
leadership within the church.   
 
Likewise, money is a false measure of value - each one of us enters and shall exit 
this world empty handed.  Our value is derived not from the balance in our bank or 
investment accounts.  Our value - and the value of each and every person - is found 
in being made in the image of God, and in being one for whom Christ died and rose 
again.  That gives each one of us inestimable worth!  
 
Thirdly, money as a measure of power was an issue in the first century as it is today.  
Too often money or the desire to accumulate more of it, can motivate exploitation 
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and abusive behavior toward others.  Material wealth can be a danger to our 
spiritual health.  There are numerous warnings in scripture about wealth; Jesus 
himself warned us against being seduced into loving money more than we love 
God! (Matthew 6:24) 
 
All too often we are quick to assign status, value, and power to people.  Showing 
favoritism based on these or any other criteria - age, sex, race, gender, education, 
religion, political affiliation, etc.—is wrong.   
Why? Because such discrimination breaks the law of love! 
 
Most of us are familiar with the “top ten” commandments. In an effort to be really 
clear, men (yes, I mean “men”) spent a lot of time and energy parsing those ten 
into hundreds of additional commands in the OT.  Later, when questioned by a 
teacher of the law as to which was the “greatest commandment”, Jesus was able 
to boil them all down to two.  

 

37Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind.’  38This is the first and greatest commandment.  39And the 
second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  40All the Law and the Prophets 
hang on these two commandments.”      Matthew 22:37-40 
 
Now this love that Jesus is speaking of, is not just a good idea, or a warm fuzzy 
feeling.  This love is expressed not merely in words, but primarily in ACTION.  He 
illustrates it with the story of the “Good Samaritan”, which raises the question: 
“Who is my neighbor?”  The irony of the story is that in the Jewish mindset, there 
was no such thing as a “good Samaritan” - because the Samaritans were their sworn 
enemies!  
 
Besides, Jesus was not content with the status quo.  Jesus was always (as a friend 
of mine says) “going from preaching to meddling”.  Jesus says even pagans love 
those who love them!  We are to love our enemies and pray for those who persecute 
us! (Matthew 5:43-38) 
 
What does loving one’s enemies - and not playing favorites - look like in real life? 
Will Campbell was born in poor, rural south of Amite County, Mississippi in 1924, 
he died 8 years ago.  As a Christian, he had a varied career and improbable life. 
After WWII he got a college education and served briefly as a pastor before 
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becoming Director of Religious Life at the University of Mississippi.  His activism in 
support of integration, drew death threats, so he left the university, to work for 
civil rights on the staff of the National Council of Churches.   
 
Campbell was one of four white men who escorted the nine black students into 
Little Rock’s Central High School during integration; later he was the only white 
person to be present at the founding of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference by the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.  Hate mail poured in from one side 
of the political/ideological/religious spectrum.  
 
As he grew to a deeper understanding of the complexities of both his Christian faith 
and his culture, he had the uneasy feeling that he had begun to hate those who 
hated him and the cause for which he was working.  He said he came to the 
realization that he enjoyed thinking that God hated all the same people he hated. 
In the process, he realized that he had shaped God in his own image, reflecting 
Will’s own personal and political likeness. 
 
Through a series of encounters with some unlikely teachers, Will said God revealed 
to him that he had played favorites and taken sides; he had subverted the 
indiscriminate love of God for all people - without conditions, limits, or exceptions 
- into a ministry that fit his own personal ideology, not biblical theology! 
 
Convicted by God’s word, he began to befriend his “enemies” - those whom he 
knew were known members of the Ku Klux Klan, including the Grand Dragon of 
North Carolina.  He went to their weddings and funerals, was at their bedsides 
when they were ill.  Then the hate mail came from the other side of the spectrum!  
 
There is a necessary connection between loving God and loving one another, which 
is spelled out by Jesus, but by Paul (Romans 13:8-9 and Galatians 5:14) and by 
James (James 2:8) and also by John: 
20Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar.  For whoever 
does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, 
whom they have not seen.  21And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves 
God must also love their brother and sister. 1 John 4:20-21 
 
While most of us would be loathe to admit that we are prejudiced in any way, 
shape, or form, this word from James should make us pause and take serious 
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inventory.  Do we judge others on the basis of age/race/sex and all the various 
categories we can conceive, including political party or dare I say, vaccination 
status?  
 
I began by saying “I do it.  You do it.  We all do it.”  That is because we may be 
unconsciously or implicitly biased.  Will Campbell came to the realization that while 
he championed the rights of those who were oppressed by overt and institutional 
racism, that he was practicing reverse discrimination when he came to hate ‘the 
haters’.  We may be unable to “see” our own biases.   
 
Lots of research has been done on this topic of implicit bias, and it is well-
documented.  (see some sources in notes below*) 
 
We would do well to pray with the Psalmist: 
“Search me God and know my heart; Test me and know my anxious thoughts.  See 
if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”   Psalm 139: 
23-24 
 
Given the polarization in our culture today, we would do well to not only pray this 
prayer but to seek out those with whom we disagree, and “be slow to speak and 
quick to listen” in hopes that we can begin to understand each other’s point of 
view.  
 
We would do well to remember “The LORD does not look at the things people look 
at.  People look at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” (1 
Samuel 16:7) 
 
The challenge is to love one another as Christ has loved us, and to find our common 
ground in Christ, where, according to Paul: 
“There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and 
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”  Galatians 3:28   
 
Pray! 
 
* Implicit Bias (Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy) 
Racial Cognition and the Ethics of Implicit Bias (purdue.edu) 
Implicit Bias (cornell.edu) 
Hidden Brain Podcast | Hidden Brain Media 

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/implicit-bias/
https://web.ics.purdue.edu/~drkelly/KellyRoedderRacialCognitionEthicsFinal2008.pdf
https://courses2.cit.cornell.edu/sociallaw/student_projects/Definingbias.html
https://hiddenbrain.org/

