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Love One Another           Rev. Lynell M. Caudillo 
Matthew 22:34-40 & Romans 13:8-14             September 25, 2022 
 
Matthew 22:34-40 
34Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together.  
35One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: 36“Teacher, 
which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 
37Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind.’ 38This is the first and greatest commandment.  39And the 
second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  40All the Law and the Prophets 
hang on these two commandments.” 
 
Romans 13:8-10 
8Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, 
for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law.  9The commandments, “You shall 
not commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not 
covet,” and whatever other command there may be, are summed up in this one 
command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  10Love does no harm to a neighbor. 
Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 
 
PRAY 
 
This is the final message in a series based on the “one another” texts in the New 
Testament: Welcome one another, serve…confess to, forgive and pray for one 
another.  Accept, don’t judge one another.  Encourage and bear one another’s 
burdens.  Have fellowship with and be at peace with one another. 
 
All of these, as with all of the commandments in the Bible can be summed up in 
three words: Love one another. 
 
Simple, right? Not so much. 
Love.  Everyone needs it.  No one survives without it.  It is the subject of 
thousands if not millions of songs, poems, novels, movies and yes, even sermons! 
 
What is love?  Here are a few responses from some children, ages six, seven and 
eight.  They range from the cute to the profound. 
“Love is when your puppy licks your face, even after you left him alone all day.” 
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“Love is when Mommy sees Daddy—all smelly and sweaty—and still says he is still 
as handsome as the day they first met.” 
“Love is like a little old woman and a little old man who are still friends, even after 
they know each other so well.” 
“Love is what is in the room with you at Christmas, if you stop opening presents 
and listen.” 
“When someone loves you, the way they say your name is different.  You know 
that your name is safe in their mouth.”  (What is Love—from a kid’s point of view, 
LightSinger, 3.14.20) 
 
Love is central to our Christian faith.  We believe that we were created by a loving 
God to be in relationship with our Creator, with creation, and with one another.  
Yet the English language is limited to one word which we use to describe our 
affection for family and friends, our devotion and deep commitment to our 
spouse, as well as our preference for a favorite sports team or favorite food: 
Love!  In each instance, we mean something quite different! 
 
In NT Greek, there are four words for love, each one expressing a different 
nuance of the meaning of love: 
EROS—is descriptive of romantic, sensual love. 
STORGE—is descriptive of love between friends. 
PHILEO—is descriptive of familial or “brotherly” love, hence Philadelphia is the 
“city of brotherly love”. 
AGAPE—is descriptive of God’s sacrificial and unconditional love for us, expressed 
most eloquently in the life/death/resurrection Jesus Christ. 
 
The dictionary says love is both a noun and a verb.  What is clear about love in 
the Bible is that love is less a feeling, than it is an action.  It involves one’s will 
(making a choice) and one’s behavior - taking action on behalf of and for the 
benefit of others.  
 
Words are important.  An 8 year old said, “If you love someone and mean it, you 
should tell them a lot cuz people forget.” 
God didn’t just send love letters, God sent his son, love wrapped in human flesh. 
10This is love: not that we loved God, but that God loved us and sent his Son as 
an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 1 John 4:10 
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Love originates with and is initiated by God, however having become recipients of 
God’s love, we are to pass it on to others. 
 
One of our sons’ businesses involves the buying/selling of vehicles. Often, he 
purchases cars at auction.  In advance of the actual auction, there is a preview 
time.  One can look over the vehicle, start up the engine, “kick the tires” and so 
on, but there is always the disclaimer: Buyer beware.  All vehicles are purchased 
“as is”.  If you get a lemon, it’s yours to try and make lemonade!   
 
The truth of it is, God knows everything about each one of us - —the good, the 
bad and the ugly.  The Good News is that God was not deterred by any of that. 
God knew what he was getting lemons all!  The fact is, God is crazy in love with 
you and me!  Through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, God “purchased” 
our salvation.  That is what true agape love is - to love us “as is” - just as we are. 
“ But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still (lemons!) 
sinners, Christ died for us.” Romans 5:8 
 
Since Christ died to redeem us, Paul says we owe God a debt.  I don’t know 
anyone that likes to be in debt, especially to a family member or friend.  Better a 
credit card or mortgage company that is less personal.  But this is a debt we owe 
to God that we could never repay.  Our love for one another is a by-product of 
God’s generous love toward us.  When God’s Spirit indwells or lives within us, 
God’s love will be expressed in our lives and in how we conduct ourselves in the 
world. 
 
In Romans 12 Paul writes that believers have various obligations or 
responsibilities – to governing authorities, to our neighbors.  Specifically, Paul 
refers to the second half of the ten commandments which concern our human 
relationships: Do not commit adultery, do not murder, do not steal, do not covet.    
 
Saved by grace we are free to fulfill the greatest of all the commandments: Loving 
God and loving our neighbor as ourselves.  Jesus himself said that all the law and 
the prophets depend on and are summed up by these two commands.  
 
In the original language, the word “neighbor” does not appear in the text.  The 
word is “heteros” which literally translated means “the other”.  “Love does no 
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harm to the other/to a neighbor.” (Romans 12:10)  The implication is that we are 
to love the other, the one who is different from us.   
 
In our fallenness, we are inclined to love only those who are like us.  But Jesus and 
Paul instruct us to love the ‘heteros’ - the other - those who come from a 
different background, ethnically, economically, educationally, perhaps even 
theologically.  Friends, this is nothing new.  During the beginnings of the church 
those who came to Christ were as diverse if not more so, than the church today.  
 
We are to love the ‘heteros’ - the other - those who are different:   
Long hair, no hair, pink hair. 
Tattoos, piercings, or none at all. 
Republican, Independent, Democratic or Whatever. 
Single, married, divorced, widowed. 
Different ethnic, educational, or economic backgrounds. 
You get the idea…loving one another is not as easy as it would seem.   
 
Just this week in an advice column in the Seattle Times (9-22-22) ‘Ask Amy’ prints 
a letter from “Torn”.  “Torn” finds that a helpful and friendly neighbor of 30 years, 
whom she and her husband genuinely like has political views that are 180 degrees 
from theirs.  Because they have many other things in common, this had not been 
a problem until recently when the neighbor posted a large flag a few feet from 
the fence dividing the two yards.  It is so big that it cannot be ignored.  The “torn” 
couple do not want to ruin or lose what has been a good relationship for many 
years.  What to do??? 
What would Jesus do?  What does the law of love demand?? 
  
But Jesus really kicks it up a notch when he challenges us to love our “frenimies” 
…or rather, our enemies.  G. K. Chesterton wrote: “The Bible tells us to love our 
neighbors and our enemies; probably because they are generally the same 
people.” 
 
Paul is saying we owe a debt to Christ - a debt of love - to love those who are 
“other”; to love those who are different than we are, because of Christ’s sacrificial 
love for us.  
Jesus said: (in Luke 6:32-26) 
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32If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you?  Even sinners love 
those who love them.  33And if you do good to those who are good to you, what 
credit is that to you?  Even sinners (non-believers) do that. 
 
Now Jesus uses banking language of lending – owing - repayment: 
34And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to 
you?  Even sinners lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid in full. 
 
Remember the language of Paul in Romans - we owe a debt to Christ who paid 
the penalty for our sin on the cross.  Therefore, we owe to Christ and to one 
another, a debt which we can never repay, a debt of love!  (In the love chapter, 1 
Corinthians 13, Paul uses an accounting term: “Love keeps no record of wrongs.” 
No debts are entered in the ledger!) 
35But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to 
get anything back. 
 
Love them unconditionally, Jesus says! 
Then your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because 
he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked.  36Be merciful, just as your Father is 
merciful.   
 
Long before I showed up on the scene, Calvary has had a tradition (until Covid at 
least!) of concluding each worship service by holding hands and singing a 
particular song.  Let’s see…the lyrics are something like this… 
“They will know we are Christians by our big brick building in the center of town.”  
Oh. No? 
“They will know we are Christians by our correct theology and doctrine.”  NO?  I 
believe that solid theology and doctrine are important, don’t you? 
They will know we are Christian by our positive attitude and encouraging words.” 
No?  But aren’t attitudes and words important? Yes, sure they are. 
Remind me now…What are the lyrics?  Oh, that’s right…“They will know we are 
Christians…by our LOVE.”   Got it! 
 
But what does this LOVE look like?  What behaviors/actions will signal to the 
people of Enumclaw, our neighbors, and newcomers that we are Christians? 
It will be in how well - day in and day out - we live out all the “one another” 
commands: 
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Welcome one another, serve one another. 
Confess to, forgive, and pray for one another.   
Accept, don’t judge one another.   
Encourage and bear one another’s burdens.  
Have fellowship with and be at peace with one another. 
The sum and total of all: LOVE ONE ANOTHER. 
 
In closing, a very brief personal word.  
One of my mentors, Rev. Dr. Gloryana Hees told us seminarians:  
“If you do nothing else, love the people God gives you.”   
By God’s grace, I have tried my best, to do that.   
Now, Calvary it is yours to move ahead into the future God has for you, as you pay 
it forward on the debt we owe.  
Love one another—and love the “other”,  
as God in Christ, has loved you.         
 
PRAY 


