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INTRO: 
The first two chapters of Genesis relate to us a Hebrew understanding of creation—
its order, its beauty and its goodness—all reflective of the One who creates it.  The 
‘one-not-good-thing’—that man was alone--was addressed by the Creator, in the 
creation of woman as a helper/companion to man.  We also saw how being created 
in God’s image reflected the sense of community that is present within the Trinity 
of Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  The resulting harmonious relationships—of creation 
with humanity, and between God and humanity—is a blessed and gracious gift. 
 
Now in chapter three, the wheels come off rather quickly!  Things go sideways, as 
it were.  How did we get what was so right, to go so wrong?   
 
Listen as I read, Genesis Chapter 3. 
Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had 
made.  He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree 
in the garden’?” 
2The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 
3but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the 
garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’” 
4“You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman.  5“For God knows that 
when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing 
good and evil.” 
6When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to 
the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it.  She also 
gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.  7Then the eyes of both 
of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves 
together and made coverings for themselves. 
8Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in 
the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees 
of the garden.  9But the LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?” 
10He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; 
so I hid.” 
11And he said, “Who told you that you were naked?  Have you eaten from the tree 
that I commanded you not to eat from?” 
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12The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from 
the tree, and I ate it.” 
13Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” 
The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
14So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, 
“Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals!  You will crawl on your 
belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life.  15And I will put enmity between 
you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, 
and you will strike his heel.” 
16To the woman he said, “I will make your pains in childbearing very severe; with 
painful labor you will give birth to children.  Your desire will be for your husband 
and he will rule over you.” 
17To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from the tree 
about which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat from it, “Cursed is the ground 
because of you, through painful toil you will eat food from it all the days of your 
life.  18It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the 
field.  19By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the 
ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.” 
20Adam named his wife Eve, because she would become the mother of all the living. 
21The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them.  
22And the LORD God said, “The man has now become like one of us, knowing good 
and evil.  He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree 
of life and eat, and live forever.”  23So the LORD God banished him from the Garden 
of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken.  24After he drove the 
man out, he placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming 
sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life. 
 
[PRAY] 
 
The oldest computer can be traced back to Adam and Eve. 
It was an apple but with extremely limited memory.  Just 1 byte.  And then 
everything crashed! 
Oscar Wilde said: I can resist everything except temptation!  Sorry, I just could not 
resist sharing that joke! 
 
By way of reminder, when God put Adam and Eve in the garden, they were given 
responsibilities: to fill the earth and subdue it or have dominion over it, which 
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meant they were given caretaker responsibilities (1: 28), Adam was given the job 
of naming the animals (2:19) and the job of tilling and caring for the garden (2:15). 
 
Chapter three begins in a very unlikely way: a speaking serpent engages Eve in a 
theological discussion about God’s word!  What needs to be said here at the start 
is that serpents or snakes were prominent figures in contemporaneous ancient 
religions.  However, nowhere is the snake or serpent equated with evil or Satan.  
That is a much later development.  In other words, the ones who first heard this 
text—the Israelites in captivity in Babylon--did not have that association in their 
minds either.   
 
Rather, this text is focused on freedom, on living within the parameters that the 
Creator has determined for the good of humanity, on what it means to live as God’s 
creatures, in God’s world, on God’s terms.  The Creator’s intentions and deepest 
desires are consistently for the good of God’s creation.  Therefore, there is great 
freedom and permission: 16And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free 
to eat from any tree in the garden; 

There is one prohibition, and with it comes a dire consequence: 17but you must not 
eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you 
will certainly die.”    Genesis 2:16-17 
 
Humanity is given both freedom and freewill—the ability to choose, within limits.  
Choosing to cross God-given boundaries and move out of God’s express will/desires 
for us will result in death.  Ultimately, death means separation from God.  We 
should note that this prohibition is not a mere suggestion, it is a commandment 
(2:16).  In other words, God takes this seriously.  To obey God’s word is life-giving; 
to disobey God’s command results in death.  God’s instructions are clear, no need 
for guess work on our part.   
 
Before we jump to a conclusion that God’s keeping the good stuff from us, think 
about it: as parents, we give our children boundaries.  Don’t play in the street or 
play with matches.  Doing so can result in injury or death.  So God’s 
rule/commandments/boundaries are put in place because God loves us and desires 
the best for us. 
 
Enter a new character. 
The serpent asks the woman: “Did God really say…?” 



4 
 

A seed of doubt is planted—not only to doubt God’s word, but to doubt God’s 
character: Is God really good?  Does God really provide food for you?  Does God 
really intend good toward humanity?  In raising this question about God’s word, 
which was previously a given, it is now presented as an option.  The serpent further 
twists God’s words, and in doing so, distorts reality. (W.Bruggemann p.48)  
 
“Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 
2The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 
3but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the 
garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’” 
 
Eve does come to God’s defense, but she embellishes what God had said, with yet 
another twist: “you must not touch it”, which is not only a distortion but patently 
untrue.  It is a lie.  And as we know, one lie frequently leads to another, and another, 
and so on.  This conversation continues to go down a slippery slope. 
 
Eve “takes and eats” the fruit, which she shares with Adam who does the same.  
There is nothing inherently evil in the fruit itself.  The problem is their choice to 
disobey God’s word/clear prohibition.  Rather than submitting to God, these two 
exert their own will, asserting their independence and rebelling against God.  They 
make themselves their own moral authority as they themselves determine what is 
right and what is wrong. 
 
The consequences are immediate. 
They become estranged from each other.  Mutual vulnerability and transparency 
that existed between the sexes originally, is gone.  They experience shame and 
attempt a cover up.  (Honestly, we’ve been doing this ever since!)  
 
What follows next is revealing in a different way.  God is pictured strolling in the 
Garden, in the cool of the evening.  If we listen carefully to the conversation that 
ensues, God asks four questions in rapid succession: 
“Where are you?” (v.9) 
“Who told you that you were naked?”  
“Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” (v.11) 
“What is this you have done?” (v. 13) asked of Eve. 
Each of these questions is an invitation to the couple to come clean before God, to 
own up to their actions, but neither responds to this invitation. 
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In fact, note that each of their responses turn inward: 
“I heard….I was afraid…I was naked…I hid…I ate…I ate…” (3: 10-13) 
 
If they were once preoccupied with the Creator, they are now preoccupied with 
self.  What is at the center of “sin”--S-I-N?  I am!  When I make myself the moral 
authority of my self-centered universe, I am in trouble!  In doing so, I have 
disregarded God’s authority and God’s Word.  But underlying all of this is the fact 
that I no longer believe God is good and that God has my best interest at heart. I 
disobey, because I do not trust in the goodness of God. 
 
There is a light moment in the midst of this story…the finger pointing and passing 
the blame—Adam to Eve, and Eve to the serpent.  It reminds me of a comic strip.  
For Better or Worse features a nuclear family, mom, dad and three kids.  The oldest 
child, Michael plays on an ice hockey team.  After a game in which Michael’s team 
lost, the family is shown leaving the arena.  Michael and a teammate are talking:  
It’s all Gordon’s fault.  If he’d played better defense, we wouldn’t have lost the 
game. 
Nah, says his friend, the coach kept playin’ Robert.  He shoulda had Dave in there 
in the last period. 
Michael replies: That stupid goalie!  He just never looks!  He misses everything! 
Mom speaks up: Michael, this kind of talk is ridiculous!  You play hockey for the fun 
and the sport of it!  Remember, it’s not winning or losing that counts. 
Yeah, pipes up the dad.  It’s how you lay the blame! 
 
The blame in Genesis 3 is shared equally among the three participants.  The 
consequences…God’s judgement is also shared equally among the three.  Each 
one—the serpent, the man and the woman will bear unique punishment.  While 
the immediate consequences are serious, they do not die immediately, however 
death becomes inevitable.  Death in this instance does mean expulsion from the 
Garden, which is an immeasurable loss in itself.   
 
How did everything go so wrong, so quickly??  Seven year old Jessica had learned 
this story in Sunday school.  A few weeks later she fell ill and had to stay home from 
school.  Feeling miserable, she told her mom: “If only Adam and Even hadn’t eaten 
that fruit, I wouldn’t be sick.”  Then she added: “Of course if they didn’t eat it, we’d 
be sitting here naked.” 
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In the midst of judgement, there is grace: God expresses continued care for his 
creation as God provides clothing for them.  God’s intent is not to add to their 
shame, but to offer grace.    
 
Human guilt and shame meets God’s grace, and grace wins!  That does not mean 
that there are not lasting consequences to our sin.  Sadly no.  We no longer live in 
Eden.  We do not live in transparency and vulnerability with one another or with 
God, as God intended.  We still hide from God—or try to—and we still play the 
‘blame game’ rather than take responsibility for our actions.  However, friends, 
even in the midst of this sad story of sin and separation, there is good news. 
 
The apostle Paul says it in his letter to the Romans: 8But God showed his great love 
for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners…. 10For since our 
friendship with God was restored by the death of his Son while we were still his 
enemies, we will certainly be saved through the life of his Son.  11So now we can 
rejoice in our wonderful new relationship with God because our Lord Jesus Christ 
has made us friends of God. 
15… For the sin of this one man, Adam, brought death to many.  But even greater is 
God’s wonderful grace and his gift of forgiveness to many through this other man, 
Jesus Christ. 
18Yes, Adam’s one sin brings condemnation for everyone, but Christ’s one act of 
righteousness brings a right relationship with God and new life for everyone. 
(Romans 5: 8,10-11, 15,18) 
WHAT IS THE GOOD NEWS FOR US?  We have renewed freedom to 
choose…freedom to trust..freedom to live within God-given boundaries. 
Will we trust that God is good and has our best interest at heart?  
Will we choose obedience to God’s Word—lies or distortion of the truth? 
Will we choose life? 
Where are you?  This is the invitation of our loving and good Creator. 
No more reason to hide.   
IT’s as easy as A-B-C— 
Admit that we are sinners in need of God’s grace/ 
Believe that Christ can and will restore our relationship with God 
Commit our lives to Christ, to obeying God’s Word and live accordingly.  What will 
you choose?? Choose Life!    
 
[PRAY] 


