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Psalm 92:12-15 
12The righteous will flourish like a palm tree, they will grow like a cedar of 
Lebanon; 
13planted in the house of the LORD, they will flourish in the courts of our God. 
14They will still bear fruit in old age, they will stay fresh and green, 
15proclaiming, “The LORD is upright; he is my Rock, and there is no wickedness in 
him.” 
 
When our cohort first began meeting, I looked up the definition of the word 
thrive.  It means to flourish or prosper.  The following verse from Jeremiah 29:11 
says: “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”  The other 
information I found helpful is this description from the Seattle Presbytery. “...it is 
essential to learn how embracing communities can allow faith and theological 
commitments to find new life through community relationships. ...the aim of the 
initiative is to prepare congregations to be transformational learning 
communities able to faithfully and creatively confront social and cultural 
challenges.” 
 
Our reading this morning from Psalm 92 brought up a poignant memory of how 
large trees like the Cedars of Lebanon or our own Old Growth Redwoods continue 
to grow and support new life in younger trees.  There is a labyrinth of roots that 
travel beneath these trees, and they connect with one another.  As the trees fuse 
their roots, they share nutrients with one another.  A smaller, younger tree may 
not yet reach up beyond the large boughs of the parent tree, but the nutrients 
reach them, and they can eventually grow stronger on their own as their boughs 
reach the sunlight.  In Psalm 92 it makes a comparison that the people who trust 
in God will grow, produce good fruits, and remain healthy and fresh. 
 
Recently our cohort members at Calvary shared their thoughts about Thriving 
Congregations and these appeared in our bulletins.  There are some common 
themes that surface in these reflections that are worth reiterating.  First, Thriving 
Congregations is a process that involves learning.  We learn more about God's 
will for us.   We learn more about the community in which we live.  We discover 
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what they have to offer us as well as what we hope to offer them.  Like I said in 
one of my reflections, this is a two-way exchange that leads to growth.  It is a 
matter of “service with” rather than merely “service to” the community. 
 
Thriving congregations does not involve a project that comes to an end.  It is an 
ongoing activity.  It is better to visualize this as a learning process; one that 
involves openness to new possibilities both for our church and for our 
community. It is a matter of discerning God's will for us.  There is a role for each of 
us in this process.  Our cohort members have corresponding prayer partners.   
 
There will ongoing needs for prayer as we move forward with our learning 
activities. Some of Calvary's members may share expertise on how to proceed 
with a given project. All of us can “keep our ears to the ground” when someone 
mentions a community need or a special skill or project that they wish to develop. 
We will be learning more soon as people stop by our booth at the “Back to the 
Future” at the fairgrounds today. Stay tuned. God is at work among us! 
 
In his teaching, Jesus often used examples from nature.  We saw these the 
previous two weeks, as he used the example of the sparrow, the birds of the air 
and wildflowers that grow, as those who do not fear and do not worry because 
God provides and cares for them.  In the gospel passage today, Jesus compares 
the Kingdom of God to the planting of seeds. 
 
Mark 4:26-32 
The Parable of the Growing Seed 
26He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like.  A man scatters seed on 
the ground.  27Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and 
grows, though he does not know how.  28All by itself the soil produces grain—first 
the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the head.  29As soon as the grain is 
ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has come.” 
 
The Parable of the Mustard Seed 
30Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable 
shall we use to describe it?  31It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of all 
seeds on earth.  32Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all 
garden plants, with such big branches that the birds can perch in its shade.” 
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PRAY 
 
Many of you are gardeners. Even my husband and I tried our hand at planting 
some vegetables in some raised beds.  Most of what we planted, however, we 
planted from “starts”- small seedlings that we purchased at a garden center.  
Other people planted the seeds for us.  We have harvested tomatoes, cucumbers, 
three kinds of squash including zucchini, and green peppers.  
 
But my husband loves corn. So, he bought some seeds and planted corn.  To our 
surprise, it grew!  He did nothing other than put the seeds at the proper depth in 
decent soil, in a sunny location, and water them regularly.   
 
Jesus compares the Kingdom of God to seed, scattered and sown.  Then, as if 
overnight, it sprouts, it grows, and in time it is ready for harvest.  The farmer need 
not understand the science of plant reproduction, or the agricultural nuances of 
growing conditions.  The farmer plants the seed, and with the right amount of 
sunshine and rain, the farmer will harvest a crop when the time is right. 
 
In the second parable Jesus compares the Kingdom of God to what was 
understood then as the smallest seed, a mustard seed.  Once planted, it can grow 
into a significant size plant or bush, large enough to provide shelter for nesting 
birds.  All that from a tiny, apparently insignificant mustard seed! 
 
What are the Kingdom lessons that Jesus would have us take away from these 
two examples? 
 
Size does not determine significance! 
Our culture is prone to dismiss little, small acts of kindness for instance, as 
unimportant.  We ourselves discount our significance by saying “we are a small 
group”.  SO?  Jesus would say, we fit right into God’s Kingdom economy.  
 
Not only are seeds small, but they are also not showy.  The little things we do - 
planting love, joy, peace, patience, kindness - the fruits of the Spirit lived out in 
our daily lives - will often go unnoticed.  They are small things that happen in the 
context of daily life.  Picking up groceries for a neighbor, sharing the produce from 
your garden, giving another a ride to an appointment.  The small acts will not 
make the headlines, but they will make a substantive difference. 
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In God’s Kingdom economy, God takes whatever small gift we offer, and 
multiplies it to the end that it can grow and flourish.  Jesus gives the example of 
the mustard seed - small as it is - which grows into a sizeable bush that shelters 
birds.  Those who first heard Jesus use this example did not miss the intended 
irony and humor in this example!   
 
If Jesus had been telling this parable here in the Pacific NW, he might well have 
said, that the Kingdom is like a wild blackberry bramble.  It starts small, but it is 
invasive, and it can take over fields, even whole buildings if allowed to.  Yet it can 
shelter birds, and provide delicious, sweet, and juicy sustenance.  The mustard 
plant, like the blackberry brambles, is prolific.  So too, the sweet seeds of the 
gospel can take root in a life and grow beyond what one could at first imagine! 
 
Tell that to Miss Deborah Tremblay.  Deborah never married, never had children, 
but she was an amazing Sunday school teacher.  She invested in - “planted seeds 
of the Gospel” - her class of fifth grade girls.  Now I’ve been a teacher long enough 
to know that there are certainly times when one wonders if the kids are 
listening…!  Did anything “stick” or was this a wasted lesson?!  
 
But consider the impact on just a few of her students, who grew up… 
Cora became a Wycliffe Bible Translator working with tribes in the Southern 
Sudan.  Judy became a marriage and family counselor.  Susan became a Christian 
Educator.  Kathy became a social worker.  Lynell?  She became a pastor. 
 
Each of these women in turn, have planted seeds of the Gospel.  Plants possess 
their own seeds to reproduce themselves, likewise, so do disciples!  This is how 
God grows his Kingdom! 
 
The point?  We may never see the harvest of the seeds we plant.  We were 
college students when our Sunday school teacher, Deborah Tremblay died.  But 
she had a definite impact in building God’s kingdom.  She was faithful, planting 
seeds of the Gospel. 
 
We are to do our part, planting seeds; God gives the growth. 
In addition to planting seeds, we are praying that God will bring those seeds to 
fruition in God’s time, in the heart and life of the recipient. 
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Next, we are to be patient.  God’s timing may not be our timing.  The time 
between planting the seed and harvest varies depending on a number of factors. 
So too, for the Word of God to bear fruit in the life of a person may take years.  
Do we give up? Do we become passive?  NO. 
 
Our role is to cultivate friendships with folks who do not yet know Christ.  Perhaps 
you and I need to expand our circle of friends?  How will others come to faith if 
we are not sharing our stories of God’s engagement with and faithfulness to us?  
We must be bridge builders to those who may not even know that they are 
looking for Jesus. 
 
1 Peter 3:15 “…Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to 
give the reason for the hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness and 
respect…”  
 
Are you prepared to tell your story?  I can guarantee you, there are folks nearby, 
folks you already know, who need to “hear the reason for the hope that you 
have”!! 
 
“Thriving Congregations” begin with  
*“thriving believers”  
*who cultivate relationships with non-believers 
*who build bridges into the community 
*who plant seeds of/with the Fruit of the Spirit 
*who are eager to share the reason for the hope in which they live!  
The size of our congregation is irrelevant.   
The size of our God?  Unlimited! 
The seed that we plant?  Good news!   
Last time I checked, people are craving Good News!   
 
Start right where you live.  Think about your neighbors.  When was the last time 
you invited anyone to church? (or to Zoom with you?!)  Think small.   
 
Maybe there is one person, just one, for whom you can begin to pray.  Pray that 
you can cultivate that relationship.  Ask God to provide an opening for you to 
plant a seed, so that God can bring growth.  In the process, you will begin to grow 
too!  This is what “thriving” looks like. 
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We have plenty of room to grow.  God is at work growing God’s Kingdom.  I don’t 
know about you, but I want to get in on the action! 
 
Pray with me. 
Almighty God and giver of life: if we are not growing, we are dying; if we are not 
flourishing, we are languishing; if we are not thriving, we are declining.  Jesus 
came to give us abundant life - not in material things - but abundance of meaning, 
significance, and eternal blessing.  May we be bold in sharing and planting seeds 
of Good News, to the end that other’s may come to a saving knowledge of Jesus, 
in whose name we pray.  Amen. 


