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Genesis Series: 1                                                      Rev. Lynell M Caudillo 
Beginnings: God’s Good Creation               September 8, 2019 
Genesis 1:1-2:3 
 
Introduction 
By way of introduction, I want to highlight a few things about the passage that is 
our focus today.  Virtually every ancient civilization in the near east and beyond, 
has their own creation story.  When compared with similar stories of 
contemporaneous cultures, the Hebrew creation story in Genesis is unique and 
stands in sharp contrast. 
 
For instance, the Babylonian epic story of Enuma Elish tells of capricious gods 
battling each other for supremacy, while attempting to establish the role of 
humanity as their subjects.  The conflict between the gods was expressive of the 
war between the forces of cosmic order and chaos, which reflected the natural 
upheavals in the life-cycles of nature. 
 
Genesis was written at a time when the Hebrews were in exile in Babylon.  
Therefore, it makes perfect sense that it is written in part, as an antidote to the 
Babylonian beliefs.  In other words, Genesis is a theological and pastoral 
statement addressed to real people in a real historical situation.  
 
Genesis is good news for captives; an affirmation that God can be trusted, even in 
the face of their present circumstances.  Being held captive in a foreign land, the 
Israelites were confronted with strange customs, unfamiliar food and language, 
and alien religious beliefs and practices.  This passage is good news for them.  It is 
also good news for anyone today who may be experiencing a sense of alienation 
or abandonment, or loneliness. 
 
These opening verses of Genesis are an affirmation that God is alive and well, 
involved in and caring for creation.  This is in marked contrast to the local religion 
in which the gods who had little care for or involvement with creation or 
humanity. 
 
One additional highlight: This first chapter of Genesis forms a liturgy.   
Like bookends, each stanza is bracketed by reference to time: “there was evening 
and morning”.   
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In between we find God’s spoken command: “Let there be”. 
Next, its fulfillment: “And it was so”.  Finally, comes God’s assessment: “God saw 
that it was good.” 
As I read, I invite you to join me in the litany, announcing with God, the goodness 
of creation. 
So be begin, Genesis 1:1-2:3. 
 
1In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  2Now the earth was 
formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of 
God was hovering over the waters. 
3And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.  4God saw that the light 
was good, and he separated the light from the darkness.  5God called the light 
“day,” and the darkness he called “night.”  And there was evening, and there was 
morning—the first day. 
6And God said, “Let there be a vault between the waters to separate water from 
water.”  7So God made the vault and separated the water under the vault from 
the water above it.  And it was so.  8God called the vault “sky.”  And there was 
evening, and there was morning—the second day. 
9And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry 
ground appear.”  And it was so.  10God called the dry ground “land,” and the 
gathered waters he called “seas.”  And God saw that it was good. 
11Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees 
on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds.”  And it 
was so.  12The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their 
kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds.  And God saw 
that it was good.  13And there was evening, and there was morning—the third 
day. 
14And God said, “Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to separate the day 
from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark sacred times, and days and 
years, 15and let them be lights in the vault of the sky to give light on the earth.” 
And it was so.  16God made two great lights—the greater light to govern the day 
and the lesser light to govern the night.  He also made the stars.  17God set them 
in the vault of the sky to give light on the earth, 18to govern the day and the night, 
and to separate light from darkness.  And God saw that it was good.  19And there 
was evening, and there was morning—the fourth day. 
20And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above 
the earth across the vault of the sky.”  21So God created the great creatures of the 
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sea and every living thing with which the water teems and that moves about in it, 
according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind.  And God 
saw that it was good.  22God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and increase in 
number and fill the water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth.”  
23And there was evening, and there was morning—the fifth day. 
24And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds: the 
livestock, the creatures that move along the ground, and the wild animals, each 
according to its kind.”  And it was so.  25God made the wild animals according to 
their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures that move 
along the ground according to their kinds.  And God saw that it was good. 
26Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they 
may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all 
the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” 
27So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; 
male and female he created them. 
28God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the 
earth and subdue it.  Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over 
every living creature that moves on the ground.” 
29Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole 
earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it.  They will be yours for food.  
30And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds in the sky and all the 
creatures that move along the ground—everything that has the breath of life in 
it—I give every green plant for food.”  And it was so. 
31God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.  And there was evening, 
and there was morning—the sixth day. 
2Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array. 
2By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the 
seventh day he rested from all his work.  3Then God blessed the seventh day and 
made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of creating that he had 
done. 
 
[PRAY]        
 
It had been on his mind for some time.  Curious, six year old Bobby asked his 
mother: “Where did I come from?”    
Sooner or later, every parent knows this question will arise. She was prepared. 
She launched into an age appropriate talk on human reproduction.   
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But Bobby interrupted and said: “Oh…gee Mom, Susie says she came from 
Chicago.  I just wondered where I came from!” 
Bobby wanted to know geography, not genealogy (or biology!), but both are 
important aspects of knowing one’s origins.   
Origins are important.  Origins inform us as to who we are, our identities. 
 
The word “genesis” means “beginning”.  Two books of the Bible—Genesis and the 
Gospel of John—both start the same way: “In the beginning”. 
Genesis 1:1  “In the beginning, God”…God is present. God creates…transforming 
the chaos into an ordered, meaningful, purposeful universe. 
God creates through the use of speech—using words to call creation into being.   
John’s Gospel begins in a similar fashion: 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God.  2He was with God in the beginning.  3Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made.  
 
Hence there are two speeches—the first tells of the doctrine of creation.  The 
second tells of the coming of Jesus Christ, the Lord of creation, who conquers sin, 
evil, and death, making us into a new creation.  This is the story of the New 
Testament. 
 
Both stories are good news!  
Both stories are stories of gracious commitment and invitation.  In fact, the text 
proclaims that creation is a source of joy and delight for both the Creator and 
creature. (p.27, Walter Bruggemann, Genesis)  
 
The writer of Proverbs records: Proverbs 8:30-31 (NIV) 
30Then I was constantly at his side.  I was filled with delight day after day, rejoicing 
always in his presence, 31rejoicing in his whole world and delighting in mankind. 
 
In this narrative, the creation in which God delights is portrayed in epic terms of 
six days.  Those days should not be understood as six chronological 24 hour 
periods because the word “day” here is used, as it is elsewhere in scripture, as in 
the Day of the Lord, in the epic sense.  The Psalmist says: 
“A thousand years in your sight are like a day that has just gone by, or like a watch 
in the night.” (Psalm 90:4) 
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In this regard, creation has a beginning and an end.  It happens in time and space. 
At the conclusion of each day’s work, God reflects and declares it good!  The word 
“good” [tov], is the first of the love words in the Old Testament.  God called it 
good.  He didn’t just like it, he loved it! (Earl Palmer, The Story before The Grand 
Story, p.3) 
 
In contrast with the Babylonian gods, God is personally involved and invested in 
God’s creation! 
 
The culmination of God’s creative work is the creation of humanity.  The word 
“adam” is generic Hebrew for “man”.  Given to humanity is the work of 
“dominion” which means rule.  Furthermore, humanity is made in the imprint or 
image of God, both male and female.  This is said of nothing else in all of creation, 
only of people.  And God blessed them.  At the end of the sixth day, God declares 
that his creation is not simply “good” but “Very good”!  That is God’s opinion of 
us—take that to the bank!  God says we are “very good”.   
 
Dominion does not mean to dominate or exploit but rather to care for.  
Humanity—you and I—still have the God-given responsibility and authority to be 
stewards of all of creation.  In fact, “dominion has to do with securing the well-
being of every other creature, and bringing the promise of each, to full fruition.” 
(WB, p. 32) 
 
This biblical view of Creator and of humanity is revolutionary in comparison with 
ancient thought.  This God of the Hebrews is not remote, ruling by divine 
mandate, but the Creator governs with gracious self-giving.  Humanity is not 
enslaved to the gods, but are agents of the Creator entrusted with caring for the 
world and all that is in it.(WB, p 33) 
 
Uniquely present in the biblical account of creation is the idea of blessing.  God 
has blessed the living creatures (v.22), blessed humanity (v.28) and God has 
blessed the Sabbath (v.2:3) a day of rest.  In pronouncing the goodness of 
creation, the reference is not primarily to a moral quality, but to an aesthetic 
quality.  For example, the same expression is used in Ecclesiastes (3:11) but is 
there translated as “lovely”, “pleasing”, “beautiful”.  This is why God delights in 
creation—God did a good job! 
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A preschool Sunday teacher was reviewing with her students, what was created 
on each day of the week.  When she got to day seven, one eager student raised 
her hand.  “I think God mowed the grass!” 
 
On the seventh day, God rests, not because the week ends, but because there is a 
satisfying quality to creation. (WB p.37)  Because God is God (not human!) God is 
not tired!!  God pauses to appreciate God’s own handiwork.  We pause to rest, 
and to worship the God of our creation! 
 
The Good News is that there is a beginning!  Life is not merely an endless cycle of 
repetition.   In our life of faith, we hold onto the promise: 17Therefore, if anyone is 
in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!  2 
Corinthians 5:17 NIV 
 
Dorothy Sayers wrote a series of detective novels set in the 1930s.  The main 
character, Lord Peter Wimsey was an aristocratic detective who solved all kinds of 
crimes.  About halfway through the series, a new character appears.  Her name is 
Harriet Vane.  She is a female mystery writer and one of the very first women to 
graduate from Oxford.  Harriet and Peter fall in love.  Prior to their meeting, 
Wimsey was successful professionally, but an unhappy, broken bachelor.  When 
Harriet enters the story, her love starts to heal his broken soul. 
 
Not coincidentally, the author herself, Dorothy Sayers was among the first women 
to graduate from Oxford and was a successful author of mysteries.  When she saw 
that her character, Lord Wimsey needed help, she wrote herself into her own 
story.  In other words, she saw that the character she created, Lord Wimsey, 
needed help.  She wrote herself into the story so that her love could heal him. 
 
God creates the world, and loves everything in it.  Soon we shall see that given 
freewill, humanity makes a choice that alienates us from God, one another and 
creation.  Lovingly, God “writes himself into his own story”.  He puts himself in the 
story by sending Jesus to heal us. (Tim Keller, adapted)  
 
God has created us…God has put his own unique imprint on each one of us…God 
is mindful of us… God delights in us...God has given us purpose…and blessed us!  
God’s love is with us from the beginning, and that, my friends, is very good news! 
[PRAY] 


