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What Does the Lord Require?              Pastor Amy Besola 
Micah 6:1-8 & 2 Corinthians 9:6-15             September 6, 2020 
 
Today’s Old Testament and epistle passages are some of my favorites.  Since Covid19 entered our 
lives 6 ½ months ago, I have been contemplating and praying for the Lord's leading.  As I reflect on 
scripture and take time to listen for God's voice, I have felt peace and a quiet stirring.  
 
Today's biblical passages were written to help each of God’s people make decisions during uncertain 
times.  The author reminds God’s people of how God has always acted faithfully for his people.  There 
is a reassurance that God will not falter.  He will not let us down.  
 
In this passage we can see the prophet Micah explaining God’s case to a very disobedient people.  
Micah was among the minor prophets of Israel, a giant in fighting for the underdog.  Micah 
prophesied in the 8th century BC and was a contemporary of the prophets Isaiah and Hosea.  The 
dominant issue of Micah’s day was the proliferation of a faith that was meaningless.  The proliferation 
of a dead faith that did not reach into the lives of the people who practiced it.  Among God’s people 
worshiping idols, Baal worship and even human sacrifice to the God Moloch were being practiced. 
 
In Micah we see a repeating of instructions God has given to generations of Israelites.  God had called 
his people to serve two roles and what he wanted was not their offerings but obedience.  Just as he 
called the Israelite to love and obey him, God wants us to demonstrate our transformed lives to our 
larger society.  God wants his people to be just in all their dealings with other people within their clan 
but also with every “stranger” or “alien” with whom they came in contact.  God has called for this 
way of life to be taught to our children so that subsequent generations would follow the Lord’s 
instructions. 
 
Micah wrote during times that were incredibly prosperous for both Israel and Judah.  Despite the 
good times and the blessings from God, God’s people turned their backs.  There was sin and rebellion.  
God’s people had turned their backs.  Despite long periods of material and economic prosperity they 
were in times overflowing with political, social, moral, and religious corruption.  It was a time of 
unmitigated disaster.  An internal sickness had eroded the fiber of the lives of God’s people 
throughout the Northern Kingdom of Israel.  Without repentance and turning from their sin, God’s 
judgment was inevitable. 
 
Micah had been called by God to deliver the grim news.  God’s message was simple: Israel’s and 
Judah’s sin and transgressions were a dark stain on the cloth that was their lives.  But the same God 
who must punish such sin also promises to deliver, restore, and bless his people again.  God hates 
idolatry, injustice, rebellion, breach of covenant, empty ritualism, and sin of any kind.  Despite this 
judgment, God also delights to pardon the penitent.  So, the message of Micah can be summed up in 
this one sentence: Those who live selfish and luxurious lives, even though they offer costly sacrifices, 
were vampires in the sight of God, sucking the life-blood of the poor. 
 
Micah talks about God’s faithfulness in delivering his people and builds to the essence of this passage 
in verse eight.  Micah is building a foundation which can help us answer what God wants of his people.  
Micah is talking about attitude and what it looks like to have our hearts right with God. 
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God does not appreciate half-hearted efforts.  God wants us to fully commit ourselves.  He wants us 
to live sacrificially; to love with our whole beings and in doing so we do not have to wait until we die 
and go to heaven to experience the joys of heaven.  When we are obedient and give of ourselves, 
God takes notice.  Dallas Willard in the Divine Conspiracy sums it up like this, “What is the most 
valuable for human being, without regard to an afterlife, is to be a part of this marvelous reality, 
God’s kingdom now.  Eternity is now ongoing.  I am now leading a life that will last forever.  Upon my 
treasure in the heavens I now draw for present needs.  If with a view to my needs in this life, I had to 
choose between having good credit with a bank and having good credit with God, I would not hesitate 
for a moment.  By all means, let the bank go!” 
 
God's requirements for us are simple: 

• Live right - with integrity and justice 

• Love right - with compassion and mercy and steadfastness 

• Walk with Him - live as disciples to the Highest God. 
 
Humility before God recognizes that all are sinners… none is without flaws.  Humility understands the 
old adage, “There, but by the grace of God, go I.  Humility understands that every good and perfect 
gift, every blessing in life, is a gift from God.  Humility recognizes that God is creator and sustainer of 
all things.  Humility recognizes with heartfelt gratitude that God is in control. 
 
Eugene Petersons The Message translation puts into contemporary English what God expects of his 
people.  The prophet, Micah answers what God wants from his people. 
 
But he is already made it plain how to live, what to do, what God is looking for in men and women.  
It is quite simple: Do what is fair and just to your neighbor, be compassionate and loyal in your love, 
and do not take yourself too seriously - take God seriously. 
 
Loving God means stepping out of our comfort zones and into that dangerous area where we rely not 
on our own abilities but on the Holy Spirit working in and through us.  I admit it can be incredibly 
scary.  And often it can mean painful stretches.  And sacrificing our own needs and wants for the 
needs and wants of our neighbor.  But the reward is an assurance that we will be accompanied by 
our risen Savior, empowered by the Holy Spirit, and rewarded in this lifetime and in the next for our 
efforts.  Yes, it can be easy to shrug off that inner voice that calls us to make that move. 
 
These texts I chose for today’s sermon can provide a sturdy framework for living our lives.  They are 
good reminders to carry with us - something I can refer to when I become discouraged or enter the 
inevitable valleys, we all experience in life.  But this message is not just for me, God wants each of us 
to answer the “what’s next question” using these texts to guide us.  And inevitably we will need to 
ask: What does the Lord require of me. 
 
Some people seem to think these are bad times, chaotic times.  But I choose to think of them as times 
when we can be utterly dependent on God for our daily needs.  This is a time when the words from 
our Lord’s Prayer, “give us this day our daily bread” are quite literal.  God is at work in our world 
through the lives of his people.  Yes, there are hardships, financial trials, and disasters.  I know that 
there are people suffering in our community, but I also know that God is at work and he will answer 
prayers.  While things look radically different, I know that the Lord is at work and he goes before us. 
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Certainly, we live in unusual times.  So many of the institutions we understood have changed radically.  
I think of the schools that have gone to 100% online and the challenges that parents face in directing 
their children's learning.  Deciding whether Annalise would go back to Valley Christian, the school 
that she has attended since she was five was very difficult.  After weighing the options ultimately, I 
decided with God's direction to send her to second grade there.  It came with a lot of soul searching 
and the truth is I am grateful for the fact that she will have the social interaction with children.  She 
has seen people because she comes to work with me and even thinks of the veterinary hospital as 
her second home. 
 
God’s people are rising to deliver the good news of hope.  Christians are rising to help neighbors 
globally in response to natural disasters such as the recent fires and hurricanes.  They are responding 
to famines, disease, and war.  God is working in the hearts of individual Christians as they respond to 
the love they have experienced through Jesus Christ in love towards their neighbors. 
 
In many respects today’s sermon is incredibly personal and something I have needed as I have faced 
uncertain times in my own life.  I worry about catching corona virus and being too sick to work.  People 
depend on me.  I have employees that rely on my work to pay their salaries.  I have patients that need 
my care.  As a small businessperson I did not know how things would turn out when we started 
making changes in our business and how we functioned.  Fortunately, the coronavirus has been very 
good for business and I have been blessed to have stayed healthy and to have been able to work.  I 
can testify to the Lord's goodness and provision.  He has answered my prayers! 
 
In high school I attended a national leadership conference and I heard a motivational speaker talk 
about using our power.  He used different words but the seeds that had been planted in Sunday 
school where fertilized and watered.  I remembered hearing this motivational speaker’s words and it 
is a message I have carried with me ever since.  All these years I have kept this message at the 
forefront of my consciousness.  Everyone in the audience that day probably was like me, an over-
achiever, willing and wanting to elbow our way to the top.  But this speaker talked about a different 
type of power.  What he spoke about touched my 16-year-old heart.  This power was not political 
killing ability, but the power to see ourselves in perspective and to appreciate our uniqueness.  He 
talked about putting our time and energy into things that will have eternal implications.  And that is 
what today’s sermon is about.  It is about experiencing God’s love firsthand and responding to God’s 
love appropriately in whatever context God has placed you.  It is about being beacons of light in a 
world surrounded by darkness.  It is about sowing seeds generously, even if we are not the ones 
intended to water those seeds or ultimately to harvest them.  It is about listening to the Lord, obeying, 
and acting.  
 
So, when I look back to the changes a tiny virus has brought into our lives I am stunned.  I would never 
have imagined the sacrifices and changes each of us would have to make to stay safe and to protect 
our friends and families.  This has been the strangest year I can ever remember.  Things that seemed 
like routine have changed.  No fairs, no parades, weddings, and funerals postponed or changed.  It 
has been so very different!  I can never remember 5 months of worshipping away from a church 
building in my entire life.  I admit - I do not know where God will take our Calvary family and where 
we will be in another 6 months.  I do not have the future mapped out - none of us does.  The “what’s 
next question” still is not clear.  Simply put: I do not know what the future holds.  BUT I DO KNOW 
WHO HOLDS THE FUTURE. 
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In the age of this global pandemic, God has made it clear that we all are going to be called to be 
stretched way out of our comfort zone.  When this whole social isolation/pandemic began back in 
February I remember thinking, O Lord; I can do this, but only with you!  Over these past months I 
have been privileged to have God's peace.  He has met me with supplying me with food, toilet paper, 
and friends to journey with me.  There have been a lot of people involved in this ministry from Calvary 
and the ministries within our community to meet the needs of those less fortunate.  And as summer 
ends and we move into the fall and to cold and flu season, we definitely need a team of people praying 
and lifting up our community, first responders, parents, students and basically everyone. 
 
In my own life I can honestly say: God has been amazingly faithful, even when things have not been 
easy.  There have been times when all we had to cling to was the assurance that God was there with 
us and had not left us nor forsaken us, even when things looked dark and ugly and we were making 
decisions that impacted lives.  Yes, it would be easy to be discouraged.  To think of all the time and 
energy invested.  But God has called us to care for one another, for those on the fringes.  What a 
privilege it has been to be able to tell these people that God knows them by name and he has carried 
them in the palm of his hand, bringing them to a land where they will be loved and where they matter. 
 
And as I reflect on the past 7 months, I need the reassurance that I have responded as God would 
have me.  I find in this passage from Micah both comfort and a challenge.  Isn’t that amazing, to 
understand that what we do and how we live our lives impacts eternity?  Micah looks at a world of 
injustice and speaks to an oppressed people when he answers the question “What does God want 
from me?“  When we look at the world around us what is it that God wants from us?  When we look 
at the blessings, the wonders, and the faithfulness that God has bestowed on us - what does God 
want from us as a people?  What does the Lord require of his people? 
 
1) That you do justly - the Hebrew word is Mishpât (mish pawt) - it means literally justice as in a 

court of law.  What Micah says is that we should act with fairness, honesty, and integrity.  That 
we act with fairness, integrity, and honesty is at the heart of what it is to follow God.  Doing justice 
is working to see that everyone is treated fairly.  We certainly cannot correct all the injustices in 
the world, but we can make sure that everyone in our little world gets treated fairly, especially 
those without defenses. 

 

How you deal with your neighbor, your boss, or even a stranger is the heart of how you deal with 
God.  This is Jesus’ message in the parable of the Good Samaritan.  You cannot separate behavior 
from belief - that is exactly what was going on in Israel and it is exactly what is going on today in 
the church.  Belief and behavior are integrally linked. 
 

2) That you Love kindness - the Hebrew word is Chesed hessed- it is a very difficult word to translate 
into English.  It is best translated as an idea of loving-kindness, mercy, steadfast love, faithfulness, 
and devotion.  The word is full of an implication of strength, steadfastness, and love.  Micah calls 
on us to love mercy and kindness to others.  To surround ourselves with compassion, empathy, 
and steadfast love for each other.  The second thing God requires is this: Love kindness; what this 
means is to put your faith into action and to use the gifts and tools God has given.  If you Love 
kindness, you will do kind things. 
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I think it is interesting that this call to loving kindness is centered between the commands to be 
just and walking with God.  Being loving, kind and compassionate tempers our justice and it flows 
from our walk with God. Justice without mercy is barbaric - yet mercy without justice leads to 
destruction.  God calls on his people to love kindness or mercy.  We are to be a people who love 
people with God’s own heart.  Jesus said that the world would know us by “our love for one 
another.”  Why?  Because it is the distinctive pattern of the heart committed to God.  1 John 4:19 
says “We love, because He first loved us.  If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he 
is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he 
has not seen.”  The heart that has been touched by the love of God is seen to exhibit and flow 
with the compassion, forgiveness, and love of God for others. 
 

3) That you walk humbly with your God - this while being the third of Gods requirements is also His 
greatest invitation.  We are invited to walk humbly with our God.  Does the text mean we are to 
stand up and take steps with God? 

 

We also understand walk to mean the pursuit of a way of life.  To walk infers the choice of a path. 
Choosing to walk with God means we choose to pursue a life that conforms to God’s leading and 
God’s will.  It is not that we are literally accompanying God on foot, but it does mean that in our 
day to day walk through life… it is with God. 

 

Our walk with God, and the expression of our faith as a way of life, is not one rooted in pride or 
pretentiousness.  Our way of life is not marked by haughtiness, self-righteousness, 
judgmentalism, or a critical spirit, but by gracious humility and love. 
 

To walk humbly with God means… 
• Match His Course - walking in the same direction as Him.  To walk with God, we must know what 

direction He is going and match our course to His.  What I mean by that is that we must 
acknowledge who is in control of setting the course for our lives.  Psalm 119 says “Your word is a 
lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.”  You cannot go your own way, do your own thing, 
and be your own person and expect God to bless it.  The blessing is in walking with God not asking 
Him to walk with you. 

• Match His pace - we are called to walk with God - to accompany Him, not to run ahead or lag.  
Running ahead always leads us down wrong paths.  Lagging we lose sight of the one we are 
following and often get lost.  You cannot lead if you do not know the path - but if you walk with 
the one who knows the path you will never get lost. 

• Match His purpose - become His disciple.  What I mean by this is that we are not coequals with 
God.  We are the creation - He is the creator.  We are the disciples - He is the Teacher. We are 
the servants - He is the master. We are the children - He is the Father.  Understand the 
relationship.  Too often we act with God like rebellious teens act with their parents - struggling 
for control - struggling to be number one - God’s requirement is that we walk humbly with Him, 
acknowledging His sovereignty, His leadership, and His Lordship.  The wonder is that He has 
invited us into that relationship. 

 

What God intends is that we use the gifts of God to help build his kingdom.  In following God’s 
instructions, we are changed and forever transformed.  Through God’s grace not only am I saved but 
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I am refined into a godlier person, made in the image of Jesus Christ.  By grace that we are saved and 
through our works and our deepened relationship with Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit molds and shapes 
us into the people he would have us be.  Micah is incredibly relevant for today’s audience.  People of 
all ages and every generation have strayed from God’s service and will. 
 
God always requires justice, faithful covenant love, and humble obedience to him.  The essence of 
this passage is that followers of Jesus Christ have been entrusted with certain God-given talents and 
abilities and we are each called to make good use of those gifts.  There will be an accounting one day, 
and we will one day need to explain our actions. 
 
What the world values has never been what God values.  As we reflect on the humble beginnings of 
our Lord Jesus Christ and his riding into Jerusalem on the colt on Palm Sunday, we recognize that 
Jesus Christ has a knack for doing the unexpected.  Jesus associated with the marginalized people of 
the world.  He socialized with tax collectors, loose women and sought a motley mix for his inner circle 
of disciples.  As we leave our zoom services today, I challenge each of you and myself to venture out 
of our comfort zone.  To love unconditionally and to give of ourselves.  To be a faithful steward of the 
gifts God has entrusted to each one of us. 
 
In our congregation there are people who cheerfully toil behind the scenes to serve our church family.  
These are our deacons, elders, and faithful volunteers.  I think of those faithful people that fill our 
blessing box.  Years ago, I noted on a brochure from a local cabinet maker, Pacific Crest Industries.  In 
the fine print, this was their message, “Pacific Crest is guided by the principle that integrity is the 
natural consequence of one’s faith.”  Matt 5:16.  I think this should be a part of all our lives and not 
just in the fine print.  
 
Whatever you do in life, whether you are retired, a newly forced into homeschooling parent or a 
professional, God has work for you.  Parents have some of the most important work for kingdom 
building.  I know sometimes being a parent is an all - consuming, frustrating job, particularly when 
you must balance work with helping your child do his work remotely. 
 
I do not want to pretend that I have all the answers.  I am as challenged by this text every bit as much 
as when I first heard them so many years ago.  But the message of these passages is clear.  We need 
to focus our eyes on the cross and not waiver.  We need to remember God’s view of his children does 
not waver when ours might. 
 
God has called each of us to live lives worthy of the gifts and grace God has entrusted to us.  We need 
to have our priorities be the things that God values, not the things that the world values.  For we 
know the things of this world will all die, and the frivolous things will pass, too.  We live in a world 
that needs our salt and our light.  Our world needs people who will stand up and live lives infused 
with love and integrity.  What will remain when we leave this life are the riches we have stored in 
heaven.  As we prove ourselves faithful with the gifts God has given, more will be entrusted to us.  
Rise up to the challenge.  Do not be daunted by the upcoming election.  Face the future encouraged 
and challenged.  What an amazing journey God has prepared for us. 


