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ALL WET: Living Water Reprise                                       Lynell M. Caudillo 
John 4:5-42 selected verses                                          August 15, 2021 
 
John 4: 4-42 (selected verses) 
4Now he had to go through Samaria.  5So he came to a town in Samaria called 
Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph.  6Jacob’s well 
was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was 
about noon. 
7When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give 
me a drink?” 8(His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)  9The Samaritan 
woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman.  How can you ask 
me for a drink?”  (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) 
10Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a 
drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.” 
11“Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. 
Where can you get this living water?  12Are you greater than our father Jacob, who 
gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?” 
13Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14but 
whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst.  Indeed, the water I give 
them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 
15The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and 
have to keep coming here to draw water.” 
16He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.” 
17“I have no husband,” she replied. 
Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband.  18The fact is, 
you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband.  What 
you have just said is quite true.” 
19“Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet.  20Our ancestors 
worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must 
worship is in Jerusalem.” 
21“Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the 
Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.  22You Samaritans worship what 
you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews.  
23Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship 
the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father 
seeks.  24God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.” 
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25The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ)“ is coming.  When he 
comes, he will explain everything to us.” 
26Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.” 
27Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a 
woman.  But no one asked, “What do you want?” or “Why are you talking with 
her?” 
28Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the 
people, 29 “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did.  Could this be the 
Messiah?”  30They came out of the town and made their way toward him. 
31Meanwhile his disciples urged him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 
32But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you know nothing about.” 
33Then his disciples said to each other, “Could someone have brought him food?” 
34“My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work.  
35Don’t you have a saying, ‘It’s still four months until harvest’?  I tell you, open your 
eyes and look at the fields!  They are ripe for harvest.  36Even now the one who 
reaps draws a wage and harvests a crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the 
reaper may be glad together.  37Thus the saying ‘One sows and another reaps’ is 
true.  38I sent you to reap what you have not worked for.  Others have done the 
hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labor.” 
39Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s 
testimony, “He told me everything I ever did.”  40So when the Samaritans came to 
him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days.  41And because of 
his words many more became believers. 
42They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said; 
now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of 
the world.” 
 
PRAY 
 
It is no exaggeration to say that the Word of God is saturated - no pun intended - 
with the significance and essential nature of water.  Without water, plants, animals, 
people, cannot survive.  Water is necessary – essential – for life!  (This was the 
theme of VBS this last week.) 
 
From Genesis chapter 1, verse 2 and forward, we hear about the creation of water. 
In the very last chapter of Revelation, 21:1-2 we find a description of heaven in 
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which “…the river of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of 
the Lamb, down the middle of the great street of the city [of God].” 
 
Between the first and the last chapters of our Bible are countless stories in which 
water plays a significant role: 
✓ Noah and the flood,  
✓ the infant Moses is found floating in a reed basket on the Nile, to be found and 

raised by the Pharoah’s daughter as a member of the royal household;   
✓ in Exodus God parts the Red Sea so that the people of Israel can cross on dry 

land, when the Pharoah’s armies are pursuing them;  
✓ Joshua leads the people of Israel into the Promised Land, crossing the Jordan 

River.  
 

On the second day of VBS, we learned the story of Namaan.  This commander of 
King Aram’s army, suffered from leprosy.  He is told to go to visit Elisha the prophet, 
where he is instructed to go and wash himself seven times in the Jordan River. 
Namaan is reluctant: he is a foreigner who does not believe in Israel’s God, and he 
is insulted to think that the River Jordan is any better than the rivers in his 
homeland.  But his servants convince him to give it a try.  When he does, he is 
healed! He puts his faith in Israel’s God.  (2 Kings 5) 
 
And this is just a start. 
In the New Testament, we see the waters of baptism confirm Jesus’ identity and 
ours.  The Sea of Galilee provides the setting for the calling of Jesus’ first disciples 
(Simon Peter, James and John--Luke 5), as well as Jesus’ calming the storm and 
walking on water.  Jesus uses water to heal and to bless.  
 
Last week Pastor Cindy, Troy Couch and Brocc Snyder provided some creative 
insights on this encounter of Jesus with the Samaritan woman at the well.  Their 
focus was on how Jesus treated her, and how the disciples responded.  The 
emphasis was on acts of kindness and welcome which contribute to our sense of 
belonging within a community - despite our differences. 
 
Today I want to focus on the water.  All living things require water for our existence.  
Human beings require a relationship with the Living God in order to discover our 
identity and deepest sense of belonging as God’s beloved.     
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Jesus’ simple request, for a drink of water, gets him in over his head!  He’s breaking 
all the rules/norms of the patriarchal culture to even talk with a woman, especially 
one who is a despised Samaritan.  Why does he do it?  Why didn’t he just get a 
drink out of the well himself? 
 
Besides the fact that he had no bucket, it is an opportunity to engage this woman 
in a conversation about spiritual realities.  I can only imagine that Jesus is physically 
thirsty, but he senses in this woman, a deep spiritual thirst; a deep desire to love 
and be loved, which has not been satisfied by a series of relationships.   
 
Blaise Pascal has written that…”inside of each person is a God-shaped vacuum that 
only Christ can fill.”  Jesus speaks into that very space within this woman’s heart. 
 
We are told few details about this unnamed, despised woman, other than the fact 
that she has had a series of questionable relationships.  In the first century, women 
were considered property and could be divorced by their spouse for a bad hair day 
(or less).  But Jesus “sees” her and names her and her situation without shaming, 
belittling, or condemning her.  He sees her as one of God’s beloved children, as one 
who is thirsty, who possesses a deep desire to find belonging and acceptance, 
meaning and purpose. 
 
Then Jesus invites her to see who he really is.  Jesus offers to her the gift of himself: 
Living Water!  The only One who can refresh her spirit, cleanse her soul, give her a 
fresh start and a new beginning.  Similarly, Jesus invites us to see ourselves, and 
one another, through the eyes of love not judgement. 
 
For this woman, salvation begins “with clear, tender, unconditional seeing”.1  In her 
excitement she leaves her water jar behind, as she runs into town, insisting that 
others come…”Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done!  He 
cannot be the Messiah, can he?” 
 
While her faith is newly birthed, she shares her conviction and her questions.  She 
shares her curiosity and her conviction that she is a new person.  Jesus validates 
her newfound faith and her testimony by staying in town for two days!  She is a 
reliable witness, and the first evangelist in John’s Gospel!  A Samaritan woman, of 
all people! 

 
1 Debie Thomas, Journey with Jesus: Woman at the well, 03/08/2020. 
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Who is speaking the Good News into your life?   
For me, it was a ten-year-old who shared a profound insight about Naaman, the 
leper.  
It was children from our community who were enthusiastic about hearing the Good 
News.    
It has been in working alongside Elena this summer, Dawn Kinney Miller and all our 
dedicated VBS volunteers.   
It is engaging in a learning process with our Thriving Congregations Cohort - I hope 
you are reading their reflections each week in the bulletin and talking to them 
about it. 
 
Friends—Do you know someone who is thirsty?  Perhaps YOU are!  Jesus offers 
living water that will quench the deepest desires and longings of our souls.  Receive 
God’s good news, that you are seen, you are loved, you belong. 
 
PRAY 


