
1 
 

God’s “Severe Mercy”                                Rev. Lynell M. Caudillo 
2 Samuel 12:1-18, Psalm 51                                      July 24, 2022 
 
The LORD sent Nathan to David.  When he came to him, he said, “There were two 
men in a certain town, one rich and the other poor.  2The rich man had a very large 
number of sheep and cattle, 3but the poor man had nothing except one little ewe 
lamb he had bought.  He raised it, and it grew up with him and his children.  It 
shared his food, drank from his cup and even slept in his arms. It was like a daughter 
to him. 
4“Now a traveler came to the rich man, but the rich man refrained from taking one 
of his own sheep or cattle to prepare a meal for the traveler who had come to him. 
Instead, he took the ewe lamb that belonged to the poor man and prepared it for 
the one who had come to him.” 
5David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan, “As surely as the 
LORD lives, the man who did this must die!  6He must pay for that lamb four times 
over, because he did such a thing and had no pity.” 
7Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man!  This is what the LORD, the God of 
Israel, says: ‘I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of 
Saul.  8I gave your master’s house to you, and your master’s wives into your arms. 
I gave you all Israel and Judah.  And if all this had been too little, I would have given 
you even more.  9Why did you despise the word of the LORD by doing what is evil in 
his eyes?  You struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and took his wife to be 
your own.  You killed him with the sword of the Ammonites.  10Now, therefore, the 
sword will never depart from your house, because you despised me and took the 
wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your own.’ 
11“This is what the LORD says: ‘Out of your own household I am going to bring 
calamity on you.  Before your very eyes I will take your wives and give them to one 
who is close to you, and he will sleep with your wives in broad daylight.  12You did 
it in secret, but I will do this thing in broad daylight before all Israel.’” 
13Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.” 
Nathan replied, “The LORD has taken away your sin.  You are not going to die.  14But 
because by doing this you have shown utter contempt for the LORD, the son born 
to you will die.” 
15After Nathan had gone home, the LORD struck the child that Uriah’s wife had borne 
to David, and he became ill.  16David pleaded with God for the child.  He fasted and 
spent the nights lying in sackcloth on the ground.  17The elders of his household 
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stood beside him to get him up from the ground, but he refused, and he would not 
eat any food with them.  18On the seventh day the child died.  
 
PRAY 
 
I had been summoned to the church office.  “There’s a young man here who says 
he needs to talk to a pastor.  You’re it this afternoon.”  I greeted him and introduced 
myself as we sat down in the conference room.  “Zachary” would not look me in 
the eye.  He was fidgeting, restless, shifting his weight in the chair and sighing (or 
doing deep breathing exercises!) 
I waited. 
 
Finally, he blurted out his confession: “I’m one of the kids who broke into the 
church and stole the electronics.”  
 
Once he got that out, he visibly relaxed.  He proceeded to tell me that he’d been 
running with a tough group of kids, making poor choices and inevitably it caught up 
with him.  He was put into a program for first time teen offenders.  It provided 
counseling and training in life and study skills.  He was completing his GED.  
 
As a result, he was making better choices, had new friends, and had changed the 
direction of his life.  Now he had personal goals and planned to enroll in community 
college. 
 
“Getting caught was one of the best things that ever happened to me! 
My counselor told me I had to come and talk to you, and I’m so glad I did.” 
 
I told him “Your counselor is a wise man.  And you’re in luck because God is in the 
business of forgiveness!  Since God is my boss, it’s my joy and job to tell you, you 
are forgiven!” 
 
I wrote a brief note to the counselor, indicating that Zachary and I had indeed had 
a very meaningful conversation.  Handing him the note, I told him he’d always be 
welcome at church, but in the future no need to break a window.  He could come 
in the front door.  Zach left with a smile on his face, a spring in his step, and a fresh 
start! 
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This is the second part of a two-part sermon.  In the previous chapter (2 Samuel 
11), we saw the domino effect of sin in the life of King David, the man after God’s 
own heart.  You may recall the story is quite dramatic but is narrated with little 
emotion. 
 
Briefly, David is in the wrong place, at the wrong time. (At home when he should 
be with his troops at the battlefront.) 
    A lustful glance leads to adultery. 
        Adultery results in pregnancy. 
             David unsuccessfully attempts a cover up—twice. 
                  When these efforts fail, he sends Uriah back to the front and       
commands Joab to send Uriah into the thick of battle, ensuring his death, along 
with the deaths of numerous other soldiers. 
                        The baby is born.  
                            God is not pleased.  
 
Months go by.  Nothing is recorded of what is happening internally with David until 
his encounter with Nathan in 2 Samuel 12.   
 
Remember Samuel the prophet was directed by God to anoint David as Saul’s 
successor when he was still a teenager.  Now David is well established as king, 
Samuel is dead.  Nathan is Samuel’s successor as prophet and spiritual advisor to 
David.  Now God sends Nathan to David with a message. 
 
In contrast to the dispassionate telling of the events leading up to this, in Chapter 
12, emotions intensify.  
 
Nathan cuts to the chase.  No small talk or chit chat.  Nathan presents David with a 
parable that parallels recent events in David’s own life.  A rich man with lots of 
livestock, takes advantage of a poor man by stealing his beloved, hand-raised ewe 
lamb intending to slaughter it as the main course in a feast offered to a traveler.   
 
David’s anger roils at the injustice of this story.  
5David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan, “As surely as the 
LORD lives, the man who did this must die!  6He must pay for that lamb four times 
over, because he did such a thing and had no pity.” 
Nathan replies: “You are the man!” (V.7) 
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David is cut to the core – convicted - as he listens to Nathan’s indictment (v. 7-12). 
He confesses: “I have sinned against the Lord.” (v.13) 
 
One of the problems of sin, is that one sin too easily can lead to another - the 
domino effect kicks in - and the consequences begin to snowball.  We might be able 
to deceive ourselves for a while, pretending that everything is fine, but it will catch 
up with us eventually. 
 
Nathan confronts David with the truth, which is undeniable.  Sin and self-deception 
had caused David’s heart to harden toward God and toward others.  
Nathan was compelled by God.   “…Speaking the truth in love….” (Ephesians 4:15) 
he boldly revealed the truth about which David was in denial. 
 
Nathan was willing to obey God and risk “ put[ting] off falsehood and speak[ing] 
truthfully to [the king]. (Ephesians 4: 25)  No doubt this was an uncomfortable 
conversation for both Nathan and for David.  No one wants to deliver bad news, 
and in this case, God’s judgement. But “the LORD sent Nathan to David.” (v.1) It 
was a risky move for Nathan.  It required courage.  
 
Furthermore, after getting David’s attention with the parable, Nathan is the bearer 
of bad news: judgement. 
Not only had David “despised the Lord by doing what was evil in his [God’s] eyes”. 
One selfish act had a devastating impact, not only on the life of Bathsheba, but on 
the life of her husband, and the unborn child. 

The lustful glance led to sexual assault,  
the pregnancy,  
the death of her husband,  
and later, the death of the child. 

What David did “in secret” will be broadcast for all to hear.  What David tried to 
hide, will be made public.  Many more will suffer. 
 
But in addition to the bad news, there is good news too: 
The good news?  David listens to Nathan.  David hears God’s word to him. 
As difficult as it is, David comes to grips with reality.  There is a difference between 
remorse and repentance.  Remorse involves regret, focusing primarily on the 
consequences of one’s actions.  
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David moves beyond remorse, he repents.  The word repent means to do an about 
face, a 180 degree turn; to be walking away from God, and to turn back toward 
God.  He becomes rightly related to God again; God resumes God’s rightful place at 
the center of David’s heart/life.  David is no longer self-centered, but God-
centered! 
 
It is a mark of spiritual maturity to receive correction or discipline.  The word 
discipline is rooted in the word “disciple” which means “learner”.  It requires some 
humility on David’s part - and on our part - to admit our wrongdoing, to repent, to 
learn from our mistakes, and to live with the consequences. 
 
Further good news is declared by Nathan: 
“The LORD has taken away your sin.  You are not going to die.” (v. 13) 
 
While this is good news for David, it does not erase or ameliorate any of the 
consequences of his sin.  Those are as real as ever.  Nathan offered words of 
assurance and comfort.  He pointed David back toward God. 
 
David was a poet and musician from his teens.  This series of events in his life, 
prompted him to pen Psalm 51.  In it and in Psalm 32, David declares that 
unconfessed sin results in a sense of alienation between us and God as well as a 
restlessness, an inability to sleep or focus, and may include actual physical illness.  
 
In Psalm 51, four different words are used for sin.  Sin is dehumanizing and 
diminishing.  But having confessed, it is out in the open.  We can begin to breathe 
again. 
 
Honestly friends, as much as the world has changed since the time of David, very 
little has changed when it comes to human nature.  If we were to observe human 
behavior over time, it would appear that we were mostly watching reruns.  We are 
sinners through and through.  Sin is nothing new. 
 
Once we acknowledge our sin before God, something miraculous happens! 
Much to our surprise and delight, nineteen different verbs are used here to 
describe God’s actions toward us sinners!  David’s sin and ours - as enormous as it 
is - is wildly outdone by God’s grace.   
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While we have a limited number of ways to sin, God has an infinite number of ways 
to forgive!  
 
Mercy, unfailing love, compassion, cleansing, washing, blotting out, creating new 
hearts, restoring joy of our salvation, creating willing spirits, delivering us from 
guilt…these are just some of the expressions of God’s grace around the fact of 
forgiveness.  I purposely use the word “fact” of forgiveness, for if we confess our 
sin and turn away from self and toward God, we will experience a fresh beginning 
rooted in God’s for lavish love and forgiveness. 
That’s a fact. 
 
So what are the takeaways from this episode in the life of David? 
1 - All of us need a Nathan!  All of us need someone who is willing to risk speaking 
the truth in love” to us.  Is there such a person in your life?  How do you and I 
receive the truth when we hear it?  It is a mark of spiritual maturity to both speak 
the truth in love, and to receive the same.   
2 - Is there someone in your life that needs you to be a Nathan to them?  Perhaps 
there is someone whom you love, who is making poor choices that are heading 
down a path of destruction.  Under such circumstances, we do no one any favors 
by remaining silent.  
 
May we love enough to prayerfully speak a word of correction, if not words of 
encouragement.  It is always appropriate to listen with discernment, and to speak 
the truth in love. 
 
How blessed we are to share the journey of faith with those who are Nathan’s to 
us, and those to whom we can be Nathan’s as well. 
 
PRAY 


