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Fruit of the Spirit:  Faithfulness                      Rev. Lynell M. Caudillo 
2 Chronicles 20:2-30                                                   July 18,2021 
 
2Some people came and told Jehoshaphat, “A vast army is coming against you from Edom, 
from the other side of the Dead Sea.  It is already in Hazezon Tamar” (that is, En Gedi).  
3Alarmed, Jehoshaphat resolved to inquire of the LORD, and he proclaimed a fast for all 
Judah.  4The people of Judah came together to seek help from the LORD; indeed, they came 
from every town in Judah to seek him. 
5Then Jehoshaphat stood up in the assembly of Judah and Jerusalem at the temple of the 
LORD in the front of the new courtyard 6and said: 
“LORD, the God of our ancestors, are you not the God who is in heaven?  You rule over all 
the kingdoms of the nations.  Power and might are in your hand, and no one can withstand 
you.  7Our God, did you not drive out the inhabitants of this land before your people Israel 
and give it forever to the descendants of Abraham your friend?  8They have lived in it and 
have built in it a sanctuary for your Name, saying, 9‘If calamity comes upon us, whether 
the sword of judgment, or plague or famine, we will stand in your presence before this 
temple that bears your Name and will cry out to you in our distress, and you will hear us 
and save us.’ 
10“But now here are men from Ammon, Moab and Mount Seir, whose territory you would 
not allow Israel to invade when they came from Egypt; so they turned away from them 
and did not destroy them.  11See how they are repaying us by coming to drive us out of 
the possession you gave us as an inheritance.  12Our God, will you not judge them?  For 
we have no power to face this vast army that is attacking us. We do not know what to 
do, but our eyes are on you.” 
13All the men of Judah, with their wives and children and little ones, stood there before 
the LORD. 
14Then the Spirit of the LORD came on Jahaziel son of Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, the 
son of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, a Levite and descendant of Asaph, as he stood in the 
assembly. 
15He said: “Listen, King Jehoshaphat and all who live in Judah and Jerusalem!  This is what 
the LORD says to you: ‘Do not be afraid or discouraged because of this vast army.  For the 
battle is not yours, but God’s.  16Tomorrow march down against them.  They will be 
climbing up by the Pass of Ziz, and you will find them at the end of the gorge in the Desert 
of Jeruel.  17You will not have to fight this battle.  Take up your positions; stand firm and 
see the deliverance the LORD will give you, Judah and Jerusalem.  Do not be afraid; do not 
be discouraged.  Go out to face them tomorrow, and the LORD will be with you.’” 
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18Jehoshaphat bowed down with his face to the ground, and all the people of Judah and 
Jerusalem fell down in worship before the LORD.  19Then some Levites from the Kohathites 
and Korahites stood up and praised the LORD, the God of Israel, with a very loud voice. 
20Early in the morning they left for the Desert of Tekoa.  As they set out, Jehoshaphat 
stood and said, “Listen to me, Judah and people of Jerusalem!  Have faith in the LORD your 
God and you will be upheld; have faith in his prophets and you will be successful.”  21After 
consulting the people, Jehoshaphat appointed men to sing to the LORD and to praise him 
for the splendor of his holiness as they went out at the head of the army, saying: “Give 
thanks to the LORD, for his love endures forever.” 
22As they began to sing and praise, the LORD set ambushes against the men of Ammon and 
Moab and Mount Seir who were invading Judah, and they were defeated.  23The 
Ammonites and Moabites rose up against the men from Mount Seir to destroy and 
annihilate them.  After they finished slaughtering the men from Seir, they helped to 
destroy one another. 
24When the men of Judah came to the place that overlooks the desert and looked toward 
the vast army, they saw only dead bodies lying on the ground; no one had escaped.  25So 
Jehoshaphat and his men went to carry off their plunder, and they found among them a 
great amount of equipment and clothing and also articles of value—more than they could 
take away.  There was so much plunder that it took three days to collect it.  26On the 
fourth day they assembled in the Valley of Berakah, where they praised the LORD.  This is 
why it is called the Valley of Berakah1 to this day. 
27Then, led by Jehoshaphat, all the men of Judah and Jerusalem returned joyfully to 
Jerusalem, for the LORD had given them cause to rejoice over their enemies.  28They 
entered Jerusalem and went to the temple of the LORD with harps and lyres and trumpets. 
29The fear of God came on all the surrounding kingdoms when they heard how the LORD 

had fought against the enemies of Israel.  30And the kingdom of Jehoshaphat was at peace, 
for his God had given him rest on every side.   
 
PRAY 
 
Faithfulness.    
This is a quality that perhaps we take for granted, until we experience the opposite! 
Between my junior and senior years in high school, I had a summer romance.  Pretty fun!  
My beau and I enjoyed riding around in his little red sports car, playing on a co-ed 
volleyball team, picnicking, etc.  When we were not working at our summer jobs, we were 
often together.  So, it was a shock, when on the first day of our senior year, as I walked 

 
1Hebrew: “Praise” 
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across the campus quad, I saw him walking hand in hand with his former girlfriend!  I was 
better off without him.  Perhaps it was predictable.  He lived up to his name: Clay Fickle! 
 
Given that the rate of change in our world has ramped up exponentially over recent 
decades, I think we yearn for faithfulness: For those who can be trusted, those we can 
count on, (not just for a summer! but) over the long haul.  Dependability and 
trustworthiness are descriptors of the faithful.  Promise-keepers.   
 
From the first to the last page of the Bible, God is consistently described as faithful.  
“For I proclaim the name of the LORD; 
Ascribe greatness to our God! 
“The Rock!  God’s work is perfect, 
For all God’s ways are just; 
A God of faithfulness and without injustice, 
Righteous and upright is our God.”   Deuteronomy 32:3-4 NASB 
 
The people of God in the OT experienced God’s faithfulness on countless occasions.  In 
this instance, in 2 Chronicles, we encounter King Jehoshaphat.  Before Israel demanded a 
king, God had appointed “judges” to rule and guide the people.  But in 1 Samuel 8, as 
Samuel was nearing the end of his life, the people of Israel demanded a king, as other 
nations had.  This displeased Samuel, but God told him this was yet another way the 
people were rejecting Yahweh as their king.  Samuel was told to give the people what 
they wanted, with a warning (I Samuel 8:10-18).  Hence, beginning with Saul, the kings of 
Israel varied greatly.  Some, like Jehoshaphat, were good, godly kings but many rejected 
Yahweh. 
 
In 2 Chronicles 20, advisors come to the king with a warning: the armies of three different 
tribes are amassing and heading toward Judah and Jerusalem.  Alarmed, the king could 
have reacted in one of several ways: 
1-He could have panicked. 
2-He could have prepared for war and rallied the troops by calling his Chief of Staff to 
activate the army and national guard. 
3-He could have sent messengers to their allies, to do the same. 
 
Instead, the king called for a nationwide time of fasting and prayer.  Jehoshaphat knew 
that his best, first line of defense was to wait upon God for guidance and direction. 
Jehoshaphat exhibits faithfulness. 
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Standing together with the gathered community, representatives from every town in 
Judah—men, women, and children (v. 13) the King leads them in prayer (v. 6-12).  I love 
this prayer!  Jehoshaphat begins with a rhetorical question: “LORD, the God of our 
ancestors, are you not the God who is in heaven?” and he proceeds to remind God just 
who God is and what God has done in the past for this people.  God has given them this 
land, where they now live, and they have built a sanctuary to honor God.  The king 
recounts God’s faithfulness to them. 
 
Now that “calamity” is near, the king says: “we will stand in your presence before this 
temple that bears Your name, and will cry out to you in our distress, and you will hear us 
and save us.” (v.9)  That is a prayer of faith! 
 
Then, just to be clear, the king spells out the exact nature of the “calamity”: some of those 
previously driven out of the land, are now coming back to destroy Judah. His final plea? 
12Our God, will you not judge them?  For we have no power to face this vast army that is 
attacking us.  We do not know what to do, but our eyes are on you.” 
What a powerful expression of faith!   
 
How often in our own lives, have we been perplexed, uncertain as to what course of 
action to take?  Perhaps you have felt under siege.  What have we done?  Has our first 
recourse been prayer?  
 
Anne Lamott says there are three basic prayers:  Help. Thanks. Wow. 
All three of these are present in this passage. 
Here the King prays for help: “We do not know what to do, but our eyes are on you.” 
God is paying attention because the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jahaziel, as he stood in 
the assembly, and he becomes God’s spokesperson (v. 15-17). God’s message?  “Do not 
be afraid or discouraged …for the battle is not yours, but God’s!”   
 
This is repeated twice, along with simple instructions to take up their positions, to “stand 
firm and see the deliverance the Lord will give you…”.  Then the Levites, the worship 
leaders, begin praising God. Loudly. 
 
The next morning—after exhorting the people to keep the faith, and consulting the 
people, King Jehoshaphat has the male singers lead the way, singing God’s praises as the 
army follows them toward the desert.  What do they sing?  “Give thanks to the Lord, for 
his love endures forever”!  (v.21) 
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Meanwhile, the Lord set ambushes against the invading armies.  Ultimately, they turn on 
each other, so that when the men of Judah arrive at the overlook, they find not one enemy 
soldier alive!  Thanks, God!  Not one sword was raised by God’s people.  Instead, God 
came to their defense. 
 
WOW! They praised the Lord in the Valley of Berakah.  In Hebrew, “berakah” means 
“praise”!  I wonder…do we live on the Plateau of Praise?  We could call this the “Plateau 
of Berakah” because of all that our faithful God has done for us! 
 
Naturally, this series of events was broadcast on Twitter and Facebook of the day, because 
…“The fear of God came on all the surrounding kingdoms when they heard how the LORD 

had fought against the enemies of Israel.” (v.29) 
 
I trust that as we have experienced God’s faithfulness, in our individual and our corporate 
lives, we shall proclaim God’s praise to those around us.  This is part of our testimony, our 
witness, is to tell others what we have seen and heard. 
 
Not all episodes in the life of God’s people end in victory, largely because they were 
frequently unfaithful to God and had to live with the consequences of their disobedience.  
The same is true of us today.  We attempt to live faithfully, but sometimes our faith 
wavers.  Sometimes we fail to consult God when faced with decisions, or when at a 
crossroads.  We are, after all, sinners who live in a fallen world.  But the good news then 
and now is this: regardless of our faithfulness, or lack thereof, GOD is always faithful and 
trustworthy. 
 
How shall we bear the fruit of Faithfulness in our lives, individually and corporately?  Our 
faithfulness to God and to others is born of the Spirit and originates in the heart and 
character of our God who is always faithful to us.  God cannot be anything less than 
faithful, it is woven into God’s very nature and character. 
 
As we live our lives, we may face circumstances which could easily overwhelm us. What 
do we do?  
Panic?   Fight or flight? (Those are appropriate, God-given responses, depending on the 
circumstances.)  We take a page out of Jehoshaphat’s book and begin with: When we are 
uncertain, when we do not know what to do: PRAY. 
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Jehoshaphat reminded God – and in the process, reminded himself and the people--of 
who God is, and what God had done in the past, while calling on God to show up in the 
present.  This is a powerful and persuasive episode in the life of God’s people. 
 
After 16 months of doing most of our ministries on Zoom or remotely, we are transitioning 
back into a “new normal”.  It is familiar but it is different.  We need to think in new ways 
about worship, about VBS, about all aspects of ministry because the world is different.  
We are different.   
 
Covid is a formidable enemy.  Victory is not yet assured.  Global climate change is present: 
wildfires, unprecedented heat, and flooding is in the news daily.  It can be overwhelming. 
 
Furthermore, Calvary learned to be the church “out of the building” over the last 16 
months.  Perhaps there are things we let go of during Covid, that no longer serve us.  What 
might those things be?  What new things have emerged?  Change is always a challenge, 
and not always welcome.  The good news?  “Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday, today 
and forever!”  (Hebrews 13:8)   
 
It is ok to not know what to do.  Pray: Help!  Give thanks!  Wow-Give God praise!  
It is a question of focus: Are your eyes on God?  Are you and I looking to God with 
expectation that God will show up, and not only show up, but act on our behalf?  We 
worship a faithful God.  May we live into the fruit of faithfulness in our discipleship.  May 
we keep our eyes on God! 
 
Pray: 
Lord, when I think of all that our church, our community, our world has endured in the 
last 16 months, it is both overwhelming and exhausting.  It feels as if this virus has been a 
formidable foe.  Thank you for your faithfulness to us individually and corporately.  As we 
move ahead with hope, we do not always know what to do.  There are many competing 
voices but keep our eyes (and ears) focused on you, so that we may be found faithful.  
Make us more like Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen. 


