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Facing Temptation                                           Rev. Lynell M. Caudillo 
2 Samuel 11 & 1 Corinthians 10:11-13                          July 17, 2022 
 
1 Corinthians 10:11-13 
11Now these things happened to them as a warning, but they were written down 
for our instruction, upon whom the end of the ages has come.  12Therefore let 
anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall.  13No temptation has 
overtaken you that is not common to man.  God is faithful, and he will not let you 
be tempted beyond your strength, but with the temptation will also provide the 
way of escape, that you may be able to endure it. 
 
2 Samuel 11 
In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab out with the 
king’s men and the whole Israelite army.  They destroyed the Ammonites and 
besieged Rabbah.  But David remained in Jerusalem. 
2One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the roof of the 
palace.  From the roof he saw a woman bathing.  The woman was very beautiful, 
3and David sent someone to find out about her.  The man said, “She is Bathsheba, 
the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite.”  4Then David sent 
messengers to get her.  She came to him, and he slept with her….Then she went 
back home.  5The woman conceived and sent word to David, saying, “I am 
pregnant.” 
6So David sent this word to Joab: “Send me Uriah the Hittite.”  And Joab sent him 
to David.  7When Uriah came to him, David asked him how Joab was, how the 
soldiers were and how the war was going.  8Then David said to Uriah, “Go down to 
your house and wash your feet.”  So Uriah left the palace, and a gift from the king 
was sent after him.  9But Uriah slept at the entrance to the palace with all his 
master’s servants and did not go down to his house. 
10David was told, “Uriah did not go home.”  So he asked Uriah, “Haven’t you just 
come from a military campaign?  Why didn’t you go home?” 
11Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah are staying in tents, and my 
commander Joab and my lord’s men are camped in the open country.  How could I 
go to my house to eat and drink and make love to my wife?  As surely as you live, I 
will not do such a thing!” 
12Then David said to him, “Stay here one more day, and tomorrow I will send you 
back.”  So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and the next.  13At David’s 
invitation, he ate and drank with him, and David made him drunk.  But in the 
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evening Uriah went out to sleep on his mat among his master’s servants; he did not 
go home. 
14In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it with Uriah.  15In it he wrote, 
“Put Uriah out in front where the fighting is fiercest.  Then withdraw from him so 
he will be struck down and die.” 
16So while Joab had the city under siege, he put Uriah at a place where he knew the 
strongest defenders were.  17When the men of the city came out and fought against 
Joab, some of the men in David’s army fell; moreover, Uriah the Hittite died. 
18Joab sent David a full account of the battle. … [which included a report on the 
death of Uriah. V. 19-21] 

22The messenger set out, and when he arrived he told David… “The men 
overpowered us and came out against us in the open, but we drove them back to 
the entrance of the city gate.  24Then the archers shot arrows at your servants from 
the wall, and some of the king’s men died.  Moreover, your servant Uriah the Hittite 
is dead.” 
25David told the messenger, “Say this to Joab: ‘Don’t let this upset you; the sword 
devours one as well as another.  Press the attack against the city and destroy it.’ 
Say this to encourage Joab.” 
26When Uriah’s wife heard that her husband was dead, she mourned for him.  
27After the time of mourning was over, David had her brought to his house, and she 
became his wife and bore him a son.  But the thing David had done displeased the 
LORD. 
 
PRAY 
 
TEMPTATION…is ever present.  Even to David, this one who is a man after God’s 
own heart.  None of us are exempt!  David is both saint and sinner, as we all are! 
 
You’ve heard the expression “Domino effect”.  It refers to the cumulative effect 
that results when one event precipitates a series of events.  It’s like a chain reaction: 
One vehicle skids on an icy highway and plows into the rear of another, with the 
unintended consequence that that vehicle is propelled into the rear of another 
vehicle and so it goes until there is a multi-car pile up! 
 
The first mistake that David makes here?  He’s in the wrong place at the wrong 
time.  It is springtime when kings go to war, but where is David?  For some unknown 
reason, he sends his troops to war, while he remains at home, hanging out around 
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the palace.  David is bored, unable to sleep, has too much time on his hands.  While 
walking on his roof he spies a bathing beauty.  Implicit in the text is pure lust; he 
must have her.  He inquires as to her identity and sends for her. 
 
While at least one (male) commentator wrote that Bathsheba was “complicit” in 
this pairing, but I would respectfully disagree.  As I’ve noted as recently as last week, 
in ancient patriarchal cultures women were considered property, without voice, 
without agency.  To refuse the bidding of the king would be to risk one’s life.  
Bathsheba obeys.  This is not a romantic encounter; she is a victim of sexual assault 
which results in pregnancy. 
 
In an effort to cover up his part in this affair, David summons her husband Uriah 
from the battle front.  He attempts not once, but twice, to get Uriah to go home 
and enjoy the comforts of home and the arms of his beautiful wife. 
 
But Uriah, while sober and while drunk, is an honorable man.  He cannot do so in 
good conscience while his comrades in arms are still fighting at the front.  He 
refuses to go home, choosing to sleep instead on the steps of the palace! 
 
The plot thickens.  Unsuccessful in manipulating Uriah into thinking the unborn 
child is his, David is running out of options.  He decides to send Uriah back to the 
battlefront, on the pretext of inquiring as to his army’s progress.  Yet he includes 
instructions to his commander Joab, to send Uriah up to the front and pull back so 
that he is in the direct line of fire.  Joab obeys, and Uriah dies along with others of 
the king’s soldiers. 
 
Bathsheba mourns the death of her husband.  When her period of mourning ends, 
David sends for Bathsheba, takes her as his wife (one among others!) and a son is 
born.  The narrator concludes: But the thing David had done displeased the LORD. 
 
This episode in David’s life is narrated dispassionately.  There is no emotion shown 
on the part of any of those involved.  David appears detached.  The repeated use 
of the word “sent” indicates an impersonal use of power: 
  
V.3 David sent someone to find out about her.  
V.4 David sent messengers to get her.  
V.6 David sent this word to Joab: “Send me Uriah the Hittite.”  
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And Joab sent him to David.  
V.12 David said to him, “Stay here one more day, and tomorrow I will send you 
back.” 
V.14 In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it with Uriah.  
 
For all of his exercise of royal prerogative and power, we see a domino effect.  David 
devolves from one who is a compassionate listener and one who acted wisely, to 
one who is not thinking but acting on impulse and in his own self-interest. 
 
This comes to the fore when the narrator states: 5The woman - she is not even 
called by her name here - conceived and sent word to David, saying, “I am 
pregnant.” 
 
And later… 
18Joab sent David a full account of the battle. … [which included a report on the 
death of Uriah.] 
 
Do you see the “domino effect”?   
 
David is in the wrong place, at the wrong time. 
    A lustful glance leads to adultery. 
        Adultery results in pregnancy. 
             David unsuccessfully attempts a cover up - twice. 
                  When these fail, he sends Uriah back to the front and       commands Joab 
to send Uriah into the thick of battle, ensuring his death, (along with numerous 
other soldiers.) 
(The baby is born. God is not pleased.  
This is not the end of the story - come back next week!!) 
 
How human David is!  We too have unwittingly experienced the domino effect in 
our own lives.  One choice leads to another and soon we find ourselves in a 
downward spiral of self-centeredness and sin.  It begins with being in the wrong 
place at the wrong time.   
 
How aware are you of your own vulnerabilities?  One church I served offered at 
communion real wine in the inner rings of cups in the communion trays, while the 
cups in the outer rings were grape juice.  This was explained in the bulletin and 
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allowed individuals to make a choice.  But I often wondered if that decision to offer 
wine was a good one, given that there were at least two recovering alcoholics in 
the congregation.  By offering wine, were we leading them into temptation?  
Clearly, they could avoid going to bars, and ask for a soft drink at a reception, but 
in the context of worship?  Perhaps we were complicit in leading someone into 
temptation.  Something to think about.  
 
If one is a gambler, one should avoid casinos and card rooms (not to mention online 
gambling.)  The point being, if you know your vulnerabilities you will avoid places 
and situations that could potentially be a snare for sin. 
 
It might not be a place but an activity: Online gambling, pornography, shopping can 
all be addictions one can access/feed with online access and a credit card, in the 
privacy of one’s own home.   
 
All of these appear to be singular activities that harm no one else.  Think again.  This 
is self-deception!  “No one is an island”.  Our sin, like a pebble in a pond, has a ripple 
effect.  Others may suffer as well.  In this episode in David’s life, Bathsheba suffers 
sexual assault, an unborn child will suffer, Uriah (and others) die, and Joab is 
complicit in his death.  All because David acted selfishly on impulse after a lustful 
eyeful of beautiful but powerless Bathsheba.  
 
Temptation and sin can become a slippery slope or again, that “domino effect”.  
First, it begins with a thought, or in David’s case, the sight of Bathsheba. 
Second, this thought sparks desire.  Thirdly, as we entertain this fantasy or idea we 
experience pleasure.  Fourthly, we act on the impulse to satisfy our desires.   
 
Slowly, little by little, temptation can gain traction unless there is an intervention.  
(This was well illustrated in the episode we considered last week, Abigail and the 
Fool(s)!)  If we do not resist the temptation and turn aside, we can be overcome 
and acquiesce, as David did.  Sadly, in this instance, the first sin lead to several 
more. 
 
James describes it like this (James 1:14-16) 
13When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.”  For God cannot be 
tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 14but each person is tempted when they 
are dragged away by their own evil desire and enticed.  15Then, after desire has 
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conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death. 
16Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters.    James 1:13-16 
 
How can we avoid a similar outcome? 
First, the Apostle Paul warns in I Corinthians 10:12 
“Therefore let anyone who thinks that s/he stands take heed lest s/he fall.”  
David was in his prime, at the peak of his career, a great king, proven warrior.  It 
was when things were going well, that he became self-confident instead of ‘God-
confident’ and he stopped relying totally on God. 
 
We need to know ourselves - our vulnerabilities - and not put ourselves in situations 
where we will be vulnerable to temptation!  If possible, don’t be in the wrong place 
at the wrong time.  We can and should pray as Jesus taught us: “Lead me not into 
temptation…and deliver me from evil”!   
 
Second, let us heed Paul’s warning that we can please ourselves or please the Lord, 
with the Holy Spirit’s help.  There will be consequences in any case: Will the 
consequences be life-giving, and pleasing to God, OR will the consequences bring 
destruction and be displeasing to God? 
 
7Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked.  People reap what they sow.  8Whoever 
sows to please their flesh, from the flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to 
please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.   Galatians 6:7-8 
 
Thirdly, Paul offers this encouragement: 13No temptation has overtaken you that is 
not common to humankind.  God is faithful, and God will not let you be tempted 
beyond your strength, but with the temptation will also provide the way of escape, 
that you may be able to endure it. 1 Corinthians 10:13 
 
All of us - from the greatest to the least, the oldest to the youngest, the most 
educated to the least - ALL of us will experience temptation.  Whether we stand or 
fall will depend on several things: 
 
*Our self-awareness….knowing ourselves, our weaknesses, our vulnerabilities and 
purposely avoiding sources of temptation. 
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*Our God-awareness…knowing God is with us; cultivating our relationship with 
God so that we are constantly aware of God’s guiding presence in all circumstances.  
So that when temptation arises, we have thought through how we will respond.   
 
Experts suggest that every family have a disaster plan, some supplies and an escape 
route in case of earthquake or fire.  So too, we must immerse ourselves in scripture 
and develop a close relationship with God so that when temptation comes, we have 
a life-giving plan that we can activate.  If we are merely reacting in the moment, 
chances are much higher that we will make impulsive choices that could easily lead 
to destruction as happened here with David. 
 
Finally, I believe that one function of the body of Christ is accountability.  We are 
to encourage one another to live faithfully as disciples and when we are struggling, 
we can offer support and pray for one another.  When (NOT IF) we fall, we can and 
should confess our sins to one another as well as convey God’s grace and 
forgiveness.  (Twelve step groups are great examples of this!) 
 
Today’s text concludes: “But the thing David had done displeased the LORD.” 
That is not the end of the story! 
 
God’s grace and mercy is available to us, in spite of the fact that there are 
consequences…it is the domino effect! 
 
Stay tuned as next week we learn more about David and the consequences of his 
actions, and the hope God offers. 
 
PRAY 


