
1 
 

David And Jonathon: A Unique Bond                    Rev. Lynell M. Caudillo 
1 Samuel 20:1-17, 30-42 & John 15: 9-17                                      July 3, 2022 
 
Then David fled from Naioth at Ramah and went to Jonathan and asked, “What 
have I done?  What is my crime?  How have I wronged your father, that he is trying 
to kill me?” 
2“Never!” Jonathan replied.  “You are not going to die!  Look, my father doesn’t do 
anything, great or small, without letting me know.  Why would he hide this from 
me?  It isn’t so!” 
3But David took an oath and said, “Your father knows very well that I have found 
favor in your eyes, and he has said to himself, ‘Jonathan must not know this or he 
will be grieved.’  Yet as surely as the LORD lives and as you live, there is only a step 
between me and death.” 
4Jonathan said to David, “Whatever you want me to do, I’ll do for you.” 
5So David said, “Look, tomorrow is the New Moon feast, and I am supposed to dine 
with the king; but let me go and hide in the field until the evening of the day after 
tomorrow.  6If your father misses me at all, tell him, ‘David earnestly asked my 
permission to hurry to Bethlehem, his hometown, because an annual sacrifice is 
being made there for his whole clan.’  7If he says, ‘Very well,’ then your servant is 
safe.  But if he loses his temper, you can be sure that he is determined to harm me.  
8As for you, show kindness to your servant, for you have brought him into a 
covenant with you before the LORD.  If I am guilty, then kill me yourself!  Why hand 
me over to your father?” 
9“Never!”  Jonathan said.  “If I had the least inkling that my father was determined 
to harm you, wouldn’t I tell you?” 
10David asked, “Who will tell me if your father answers you harshly?” 
11“Come,” Jonathan said, “let’s go out into the field.”  So they went there together. 
12Then Jonathan said to David, “I swear by the LORD, the God of Israel, that I will 
surely sound out my father by this time the day after tomorrow!  If he is favorably 
disposed toward you, will I not send you word and let you know?  13But if my father 
intends to harm you, may the LORD deal with Jonathan, be it ever so severely, if I do 
not let you know and send you away in peace.  May the LORD be with you as he has 
been with my father.  14But show me unfailing kindness like the LORD’s kindness as 
long as I live, so that I may not be killed, 15and do not ever cut off your kindness 
from my family—not even when the LORD has cut off every one of David’s enemies 
from the face of the earth.” 



2 
 

16So Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David, saying, “May the LORD call 
David’s enemies to account.”  17And Jonathan had David reaffirm his oath out of 
love for him, because he loved him as he loved himself…. 
30Saul’s anger flared up at Jonathan and he said to him, “You son of a perverse and 
rebellious woman!  Don’t I know that you have sided with the son of Jesse to your 
own shame and to the shame of the mother who bore you?  31As long as the son of 
Jesse lives on this earth, neither you nor your kingdom will be established.  Now 
send someone to bring him to me, for he must die!” 
32“Why should he be put to death?  What has he done?”  Jonathan asked his father.  
33But Saul hurled his spear at him to kill him.  Then Jonathan knew that his father 
intended to kill David. 
34Jonathan got up from the table in fierce anger; on that second day of the feast he 
did not eat, because he was grieved at his father’s shameful treatment of David. 
35In the morning Jonathan went out to the field for his meeting with David….(At 
their pre-arranged signal)…41 David got up from the south side of the stone and 
bowed down before Jonathan three times, with his face to the ground.  Then they 
kissed each other and wept together—but David wept the most. 
42Jonathan said to David, “Go in peace, for we have sworn friendship with each 
other in the name of the LORD, saying, ‘The LORD is witness between you and me, 
and between your descendants and my descendants forever.’”  Then David left, 
and Jonathan went back to the town.  
 
John 15:9-17 
9“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you.  Now remain in my love.  10If you 
keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commands and remain in his love.  11I have told you this so that my joy may be in 
you and that your joy may be complete.  12My command is this: Love each other as 
I have loved you.  13Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends.  14You are my friends if you do what I command.  15I no longer call 
you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business.  Instead, I 
have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made 
known to you.  16You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that 
you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in 
my name the Father will give you.  17This is my command: Love each other. 
 
PRAY          
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Think about it: It is late.  You need help.  Your car broke down and your AAA 
membership has lapsed.  Who do you call? 
 
You are ill.  You cannot reach a family member; you don’t need 911 but you need 
to get to urgent care.  Who do you call? 
 
Perhaps you need to talk through a difficult personal situation.  Who do you call? 
 
Recently I woke up due to the sun streaming in my window at 5:30 a.m.!  I checked 
my phone and realized I had just missed a call.  I listened to the voicemail.  A friend’s 
voice said; “Lynell, I hate to call you so early but I need you to pray for me.  I feel 
absolutely terrible.  I am driving myself to the ER.  Please pray.” 
 
I immediately texted her back with assurances that I would pray.  I also asked: What 
hospital?  I will come to be with you if you want me to.  She replied that her sister 
would meet her at the ER.  Several hours later she was released, being diagnosed 
and treated for a bladder/kidney infection. 
 
I was glad to know that this person considered me the friend, that she could and 
did call in an emergency, I was someone she could count on.  The blessing is that 
this friendship is mutual.  I know I can count on her too if I need her. 
 
David needed a friend!   
 
In this passage we see that David’s life is in danger again.  This time he is in danger 
not from Goliath or the Philistine army but from King Saul, who on at least six 
occasions, tried to kill David himself or have him killed in battle.  
 
God had withdrawn his favor and Spirit from Saul and had instructed Samuel to 
anoint David as Saul’s successor, but there was a time lag of about 15 years!  While 
the king was initially pleased to have David’s services as a music therapist, over 
time Saul became increasingly disturbed.  There are indications of what we would 
consider mental illness: paranoia, jealousy, anger, unpredictability, and violent 
behavior.  
 
David’s life is on the line.  And interestingly, the one other person who conceivably 
would have a lot to gain from David’s death, becomes his strongest ally: Jonathon, 
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the son of Saul.  Jonathon would have been Saul’s rightful successor, the “crown 
prince”.  Yet Jonathon is completely in David’s corner, to the degree that Jonathon 
is willing to risk his own life in order to help preserve David’s life.   
 
In this episode, the royal household gathers to celebrate the Festival of the New 
Moon.  David, fearing for his life, does not attend.  When the king notices, all heck 
breaks loose.  Saul accuses his son Jonathon of taking David’s side and attempts to 
kill Jonathon while simultaneously breathing death threats against David as well. 
 
David and Jonathon rendezvous as they had previously planned.  In their 
interaction, the two men express a deep commitment to one another using 
covenantal language.  What is a covenant?  In ancient times covenants were usually 
agreements between two tribes or clans, one usually larger/stronger than the 
other.  The lesser tribe swears loyalty to the larger one, in exchange for the 
protection the larger tribe can offer.  Each side makes promises to the other which 
are solemnified in word, sometimes in a written document as well as in a ceremony 
in which representatives from both parties swear allegiance to one another 
according to the terms of the covenant. 
 
The terms of their covenant are spelled out in v. 12-17.  
12Then Jonathan said to David, “I swear by the LORD, the God of Israel, ….  
13  May the LORD be with you…. 14But show me unfailing kindness like the LORD’s 
kindness as long as I live, so that I may not be killed, 15and do not ever cut off your 
kindness from my family—not even when the LORD has cut off every one of David’s 
enemies from the face of the earth.” 
16So Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David, saying, “May the LORD call 
David’s enemies to account.”  17And Jonathan had David reaffirm his oath out of 
love for him, because he loved him as he loved himself. 
 
This language echoes the language of God’s covenant with Israel.  Furthermore, the 
expression referring to “unfailing kindness” is the Hebrew word “hesed” is 
repeated three times.  This word has no equivalent in English and so is roughly 
translated “lovingkindness”.  It is the loyal, faithful love that God has for Israel and 
all God’s children.  It is used repeatedly here, describing the love that characterizes 
this deep, intimate friendship. 
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In the instance of this covenant however, there are three parties: David, Jonathan, 
and the God of Israel, by whom the two men swear their loyalty.  David and 
Jonathon are equals; God is the strongest of the three.  
 
The writer of Ecclesiastes has this to say about the practical aspects of friendship 
or human relationships (Ecclesiastes 4:9-12): 
9Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor: 
10If either of them falls down, one can help the other up. 
But pity anyone who falls and has no one to help them up. 
11Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm.  But how can one keep warm 
alone?  
12Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. 
 
A cord of three strands is not quickly broken. 
If two are good—three is better!  I think the reference here to the “third strand” is 
a reference to God’s presence through God’s Spirit, within the relationship! 
 
David and Jonathon’s friendship was built on their common spiritual bond.  Both 
believed that God had chosen David as the next ‘king-elect’.  Jonathon, who would 
under normal circumstances be the heir apparent to his father King Saul, believed 
that God had chosen David for that role.  
 
Jonathon does not appear to have a jealous bone in his body.  He believes in and 
supports David, to the degree that Jonathon willingly risks his own neck to help 
David escape Saul’s multiple murder attempts.  He is willing to lay down his life for 
his friend.   
 
Jesus says this of himself, after declaring that we/his disciples are no longer slaves 
but friends.  There was a huge difference between the two, particularly in Jesus’ 
culture.  Slaves had no voice, no power, were considered property at the disposal 
of the master.  But a friend?  A friend is a confidant, a friend is an equal, a friend is 
a peer, one with whom we share the most significant things in our lives.    
 
Friendship… 
If we think about God as the Trinity - the Father, Son and Holy Spirit - the three 
persons of the Trinity exist in community.  Any one of them does not exist in 
isolation - You can’t have one without the other two.  
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It is clear in the creation accounts in Genesis that the one “not good” thing was that 
man was solitary, alone.  God remedied that by creating woman, a partner. 
 
My point?  Being created in God’s image, means that we are created to be in 
community.  We are not created to live in isolation - a hard lesson that all of us 
learned during the worst of the pandemic shutdown!  We are created by God for 
meaningful relationships - with God, with creation, with one another.    
 
The kind of friendship that David and Jonathon shared was illustrated in mutual 
vulnerability and intimacy.  There was a depth to their relationship that went 
beyond the superficial and got to the sharing of their hearts, their deepest desires.  
Both were willing to put their lives on the line-to die-for the other. 
 
I began by asking whom you would call if you got in a bind and needed help.  Whom 
do you count among your closest friends?  Most of us are blessed if we have one 
or two.  On Facebook you might have hundreds/thousands (or more) of “friends”. 
I daresay, most of these relationships are fairly superficial compared with the depth 
of the friendship modeled for us by David and Jonathon.  
 
David’s son Solomon is attributed with writing Proverbs, two of the best promote 
friendship: 
“A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.” (17:17). 
“There is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.” (Proverbs 18:24)  
 
David and Jonathon model for us the kind of friendships that should typify our 
relationship within the body of Christ, the church.  By God’s grace, may we be to 
one another, true friends, who offer one another faithful love and loyalty. 
 
PRAY 


