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Hymns and the Inspirational Stories behind Them 

James 1:2-5, 12 

James 1:2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters,[a] whenever you face trials of many 

kinds, 

Count or consider is an accounting term. It means to take stock of. Consider carefully. 
Investigate fully. Line up all the numbers and add them all up. What are the things we are to 
consider? 
 
Consider the facts about trials: James does not say if trials come, but when they do come. 
Christians are not exempt.  Everyone will experience adversity.  

The question is: How will we respond ? 

Consider your response to your trials. James says Count it joy when you face them. Really?  

You’ve got to be kidding, right?  Or, maybe not. 

The Apostle Peter also says in I Peter 4:12-13, “Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery 

trials you are going through as if something strange were happening to you. Instead be very 

glad (rejoice) because these trials will make you partners with Christ in His suffering, and 

afterward you will have the wonderful joy of sharing his glory when it is displayed to all the 

world.” 

Know - An Understanding Mind, 

 James 1:33  because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance.  

What do we as believers know that makes it easier to face trials and benefit from them? 

A. Faith is always tested –– to increase our faith! God tests to bring out our best in us.  

B. Testing works for us, not against us! 

(1 Peter 1:7 –– the testing of your faith) - the approval of your faith –– it is genuine, proven. 

 

These trials are only to test your faith, to show that it is strong and pure. It is being tested as fire 

tests and purifies gold and your faith is far more precious to God than mere gold.  

James 1:4    Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not 

lacking anything. 

God’s testing has a way of levelling us all. It is not our material resources that are going to get 

us through the trials of life, but our spiritual resources. 

 

Sometimes God uses a trial to pose the question –– ““Which or whom do you love more - this or 

Me?”” 

 

In a few moments we will sing three verses of “It is Well With My Soul”.  This hymn was written 

by Horatio Spafford, a successful businessman who lived in Chicago.  In 1871, the great 

Chicago fire devastated his real estate holdings and nearly ruined him financially.  At about the 

same time, his 4 year old son died of scarlet fever.  Overcome with grief, he poured himself into 
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rebuilding the city and assisting the 100,000 people who had become homeless as a result of 

the fire. 

 

Two years later, Spafford decided to take his wife and four daughters to England at the 

invitation of Dwight Moody, to visit some evangelistic meetings and to vacation. 

Due to an unexpected business issue, Horatio was unable to accompany his family on their 

voyage on a French ocean liner, so he planned to join them later. 

 

During the early hours of November 22, 1873 their vessel collided with an iron sailing vessel. 

Within two hours the vessel sank beneath the ocean. The 226 fatalities included his four 

daughters, Maggie, Tanetta, Annie and Bessie.  His wife Anna was among the 47 rescued. She 

was found nearly unconscious, clinging to a piece of the wreckage. 

 

When those rescued landed in Cardiff, Wales, she cabled her husband simply:  “Saved alone.” 

Immediately Horatio booked passage in order to join his wife. On a cold December night, en 

route, the captain called him aside and told him he thought they were quite near the location 

where his daughters’ vessel sank.  Spafford went to his cabin but found it hard to sleep.  He 

said to himself: 

“It is well; the Will of God be done.”  Soon after he wrote the lyrics to this beloved hymn. 

Later, the melody was written by Philip Bliss who died, along with his wife, in a train wreck in the 

state of Ohio. 

Ask - A Heart that Wants to Believe  

 

When the unexpected trials of life land on our doorstep, how are we to respond? How are we to 

pray –– what should we ask God for? James gives the answer, Prayer for WISDOM.  Wisdom is 

more than knowledge. Someone has said that knowledge is the ability to take things apart, while 

wisdom is the ability to put them together. Wisdom is using knowledge rightly. 

Why do we need wisdom when we are going through our trials? We need wisdom so we will not 
waste the opportunities God is giving us to mature. Wisdom helps us to use these 
circumstances for our good and God’s glory. 

When a Christian endures trials, there is reward both now, in the present, and in the future: 
 
In the Present, developing into a mature Christian, expressed in the developing of our Christ-like 
Character, the Endurance of our faith when under pressure, and the fruit of the Holy Spirit, such 
as Patience. 

God doesn’t help us by removing the trials, he makes them work for our growth and maturity 

 

In the Future, the promise of a crown of life (James 1:12) 

12 Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will 

receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him. 

God wants us to grow when trials come.  
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In 1971, Bill and Gloria Gaither wrote the hymn “Because He Lives”.  Gloria Gaither tells the 

story behind this hymn: 

“In the late 1960s there was a lot of social upheaval due to the Vietnam War, Civil Rights 

activism and tensions boiling over on college campuses.  In this climate, we sought to write 

songs with lasting answers to the turmoil of the human spirit. 

But in the fall of 1969 several things happened to test our own convictions.  We realized we 

were expecting another baby.  Though we had wanted to have another child, this was not the 

best time. Making matters worse, Bill contracted mononucleosis, which left him exhausted and 

depressed. 

This combination of national turmoil and personal trouble discouraged us, and we occasionally 

asked each other:  ‘If the world is like this now, what will it be in fifteen years or so for our baby?  

What will our child face?’ 

While pondering these things, we came to the realization that our courage does not come from 

a stable world, for the world has never been stable.  Jesus himself was born in the toughest of 

times. 

No, people have babies, raise families, and risk living, because the Resurrection is true! 

Our baby arrived safe and sound, and we named him Benjamin, which means ‘most beloved 

son’.  A few weeks later, Because He Lives, was born in our hearts and poured out of our souls: 

How sweet to hold a newborn baby 

And feel the pride and joy he gives. 

But greater still, the calm assurance— 

This child can face uncertain days because He lives. 

Many times through the years, this song has brought reassurance that our Lord’s Resurrection 

is the central truth of life.  Because He lives, we can face tomorrow. 

Many times since it’s writing, we have faced changes and challenges, but our family has found 

assurance in this very personal song.”   

As we ourselves face trials, temptations, with challenges of various kinds, may we know that 

God can use these experiences to strengthen our faith and drive us deeper into the arms of 

God.  

During such times, may we know that “It is well with our souls” “Because Christ lives”! Thanks 

be to God for these testimonies to those who have persevered in their faith!  Let’s join them in 

song as we sing together these two hymns. 


