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John 10:1-18 

 

A doctor had admitted a six year old boy into the hospital, but no one had  
explained to the child how the hospital room intercom worked. A short time 

later, while the doctor was at the nurse’s station, the light flashed for his 

young patient’s room.  The doctor responded, calling the boy by name and 
inquired what he wanted.   There was complete silence.  The doctor 

repeated himself.   After a long pause, the boy replied:  “Jesus, I hear you 
but I don’t see you.  Where are you?” (article by M. Williamson, “Heart to Heart” in 

Today’s Christian Woman magazine.) 

Having completed our study of Psalm 23 we are going to spend one more 

day considering this related passage in John’s Gospel, in which Jesus lays 

claim to this role as the Good Shepherd of the sheep, the flock of Israel. In it 

he mentions the importance of listening to his voice, and his laying down his 

life for us, his sheep. No doubt Jesus picks up this image of the shepherd 

from the Old Testament, where prophets, priests, and kings were called 

‘shepherds’. 

Jesus calls himself the Good Shepherd. He didn’t call himself King Jesus…He 

didn’t call himself Presumptive Savior Jesus…He didn’t call himself 

Commissioner Jesus…He didn’t call himself Doctor Jesus…even Reverend 

Jesus…but he called himself the good shepherd! 

 

Jesus also mentions another caretaker, the hired hand. The hired hand had 

no connection with the sheep, no relationship with the sheep. A hired hand 

lacked a sense of ownership. If it was a choice between protecting himself 

and protecting the sheep, the sheep would lose every time. Sheep without a 

shepherd are in a most vulnerable position. 

In contrast to the hired hand, the good shepherd is the owner of the sheep.  

As we’ve seen so beautifully demonstrated in our study of the 23rd Psalm, 

the good shepherd has a very close and mutual relationship with his sheep. 

He is totally committed to providing the best possible care for them; he 

loves his sheep.  

There was nothing about his sheep that a good shepherd does not know. The 

individual sheep in a flock all look alike to the untrained eye. A good 

shepherd, however, can tell them apart--often because of their markings or 

peculiar traits.  



A shepherd was explaining this to a friend who was surprised by his 

familiarity with each animal. "See that sheep over there?" he asked. "Notice 

how its feet toe in a little. The one behind it walks kind of sideways; the next 

one has a patch of wool off its back; there’s one with a black mark below his 

eye, while the one closest to us has a small notch in his left ear.” 

This shepherd knew each one by name. These were not just sheep; they 

were Patch, Blackie, Tag, Nosey, and so on. By day and night the shepherd 

lived with them. He was always there for them. In order to know his sheep 

and care for them, a shepherd has to live among them.  He has to be close 

to them.  

I read about a tombstone that bears the following epitaph:  

 

“Pause Stranger, when you pass me by,  

As you are now, so once was I.  

As I am now, so you will be,  

So prepare for death and follow me.”  

 

An unknown passerby scratched the following reply underneath:  

“To follow you I’m not content,  

Until I know which way you went!” 

As sheep, we must take care to choose the right one to follow! 

A shepherd does not ‘drive’ the sheep, but goes before his flock in order to 

lead them.  They follow him because they know his voice. It was quite 

common for several different flocks to graze together, but each flock knows 

its own shepherd’s voice, and each would follow its own shepherd and no 

other. It was also common for a shepherd to sing to the sheep or to 

repeatedly play a tune on a flute-like instrument so that the sheep would 

respond to it, in the same way they would respond to the shepherd’s voice. 

Reported as a true story: A man in Australia was arrested and charged with 

stealing a sheep. But he vigorously protested that it was one of his own that 

had been missing for some time. When case went to court, the judge didn’t 

know how to decide the matter. Finally he asked that the sheep be brought 

into the courtroom. Then he ordered the plaintiff to step outside and call the 

animal. The sheep made no response except to raise its head and look 



frightened. 

 

The judge then instructed the defendant to go to the courtyard and call the 

sheep. When the accused man began to make his distinctive call, the sheep 

responded immediately, walking toward the owner’s familiar voice.  

"His sheep knows him," said the judge. "Case dismissed!"  

Jesus says: My sheep know my voice. . . 

How well do you and I know God’s voice? Have we trained our ears to 

recognize God’s voice? During the last six months, throughout our “Season 

of Discovery” the elders and Cindy and I, have invited you to join us for a 

season of listening.  We have been very intentional about listening to God’s 

voice through Bible study and through “listening prayer”.  We have invited 

your participation in this listening process through a series of retreats.  Most 

recently we have solicited your concerns regarding the PCUSA, and I want to 

assure you that we are still in a season of listening—both to you and to God. 

Presently, before a newborn infant leaves the birthing center or hospital, a 

series of tests or evaluations are performed, including a hearing test.  This 

was not the case when our son Christopher was born.  Before he was a 

month old, he had the first of what became a series of ear infections. In 

addition to frequent ear infections, it became apparent that his speech was 

delayed.  

When he was two and a half we were in the pediatrician’s office yet again, 

for another ear infection when the doctor asked me: 

“Do you think Chris is mother-deaf?” 

“What???”  I wasn’t sure I heard him correctly! 

“You know, “mother-deaf”.  He is around you all the time, so he just tunes 

you out.” 

“Oh….no.  I don’t think so.”   

Subsequent testing confirmed that Chris was (and still is), totally deaf in his 

right ear, and possesses near normal hearing in the other. 

However, that conversation stuck with me.   

The concept or possibility of being “mother deaf” really got me to thinking.  

Is it possible that we can indeed become “deaf” to the ones we love? Do we 

think we know them so well that, of course, we know what they would 

say…so we simply tune them out?!   



Could it be that we become “God-deaf”?   

We live in a very noisy world and many voices clamor for our attention.  

(Especially in an election year!)  

The primary way we become familiar with God’s voice is through immersing 

ourselves in the Word of God.  Then we will recognize the Shepherd’s voice, 

and be able to distinguish it from the voices of false shepherds! 

In Jesus’ day and even in the OT, there were those who would present 

themselves as shepherds, but they were false shepherds. False shepherds 

climb over the wall into the sheep pen, rather than entering by the gate.  

The sheep do not know or respond to the voice of the false shepherd. The 

false shepherds are up to no good; they are intent on destroying and 

scattering the flock. 

In the context in which Jesus is speaking, he is referring to the Pharisees of 

his day as false shepherds. However God had little patience for false 

shepherds in the OT too. 

 

 Ezekiel 34:2-10 outlines the issue in sharp relief: 

“… the Sovereign LORD says: Woe to you shepherds of Israel who only take 

care of yourselves! Should not shepherds take care of the flock? 3 You eat 

the curds, clothe yourselves with the wool and slaughter the choice animals, 

but you do not take care of the flock. 4 You have not strengthened the weak 

or healed the sick or bound up the injured. You have not brought back the 

strays or searched for the lost. You have ruled them harshly and 

brutally. 5 So they were scattered because there was no shepherd, and when 

they were scattered they became food for all the wild animals…. They were 

scattered… and no one searched or looked for them. 

…9  therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD: 10 This is what the 

Sovereign LORD says: I am against the shepherds and will hold them 

accountable for my flock. I will remove them from tending the flock…and I 

will rescue my flock….” 

On 9/11 when that airplane crashed into the Pentagon, Officer Isaac Hoopii 

was nearby but outside the building. Immediately he began helping people 

straggle out of the building—in some cases, carrying them out. 



Wearing only his blue police uniform—lacking any kind of protective gear—

he ran into the smokey blackness of the Pentagon. Someone yelled at him to 

stop, but he refused.  

Nearly suffocating from smoke inhallation, Isaac heard the building cracking. 

He called out, "Is anybody in here? Anybody here?" 

Inside the building, Wayne Sinclair and five coworkers were crawling through 

rubble and had lost all sense of direction. Then they heard Isaac's voice. 

They cried out, and Isaac responded. "Head toward my voice. Head toward 

my voice."  

Following his voice, Sinclair and the others soon made their way out of the 

crumbling building to safety. 

Jesus saves us in the same way. He says, "Come toward my voice. Follow 

me." Steve Gertz, Wheaton, Illinois; source: U.S. News & World Report (12-10-01), pp. 

24-32 

The Apostle Paul writes in Romans 10:17    

“ So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the proclamation of Christ.” 

God is always speaking. The question is: Am I listening? Are you listening? 

Jesus the Good Shepherd, also calls himself the “gate”.  Sheep pens were 

simple enclosures made of low rock walls, with only one opening. When the 

sheep returned to the fold at night after a day of grazing, the shepherd 

stood by the opening and inspected each one as it entered.  If a sheep was 

scratched or wounded by thorns, the shepherd would anoint it with oil to 

facilitate healing.  After all had been counted and brought into the pen, the 

shepherd himself would lay across the entrance, becoming a “human gate” 

so no intruder could enter, and no sheep could escape without the 

knowledge of the shepherd. In this way, the Shepherd literally, became the 

“gate” or the door.  

 

The clear distinguishing mark that sets the good shepherd apart 

from the hired hand is that the good shepherd lays down his life for 

the sheep. The close relationship that exists between the good shepherd 

and the sheep, explains the willingness of Jesus to die for us, his sheep.  

This is not simply a matter of obedience to his heavenly father, nor is it 



about his personal honor. Jesus is willing to die for one reason alone: 

because of his profound commitment to the ones he loves.  

Later the apostle Paul would write:….  “Christ loved the church and gave 

himself up for her…, 27 … to present her to himself as a radiant church, 

without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.”  

Ephesians 5:25, 27 

The significant aspect of Jesus’ uniqueness as the Good Shepherd—is the 

authority he bears--not only to lay down his life and die, but to take up his 

life once again, in resurrection (10:17b-18).  Jesus predicted both his death 

and his resurrection.   

These events –Jesus’ death and resurrection--were not a human 

conspiracy or tragedy which God needed to “remedy”, but the plan and 

power of God to deal once and for all with the power of sin and 

death.  The tomb could not restrain him, and Jesus in union with God the 

Father, possessed the authority and the power to vanquish death. 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” (John 

3:16) This is the Good News of the Gospel! 

There is one more aspect of this passage that begs for our attention. 

In verse 16 Jesus says: 

16” I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them 

also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one 

shepherd.”  

Who are these “other sheep” ?  They come from outside of Judaism, and 

most likely refer to Gentiles. He says that they too will recognize Jesus’ voice 

and follow him so that there will be one flock and one shepherd.  

This is Jesus’ vision for the unity of the church: Jewish believers and 

Gentile believers living together under the Lordship and leadership of Jesus 

Christ.  

Here Jesus anticipates the wider scope ministry which will be carried out by 

his disciples.  It will reach the far beyond the small swath of Palestine to 

which his influence was contained during his lifetime.  What we now call the 

“great commission” was the Resurrected Jesus’ final command just prior to 

his ascension into heaven: 



“18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth 

has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 

And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”” Matthew 

28:18-20 

 

So Jesus is still calling “sheep” into his flock yet today. It is our privilege and 

our responsibility to be a part of “going, and making disciples, baptizing and 

teaching them” all that Christ has taught us! 

Erin Luchi is asking for volunteers to share your story of how you responded 

to the Shepherd’s call in your own life.  Each one of us has a unique faith 

journey.  Many of the young people in Calvary’s youth group are totally new 

to church and are hearing about Jesus, many, for the very first time.   

It is our privilege and responsibility to come alongside Erin and Kevin and 

Emily to help shepherd those young sheep, and those whom Jesus is just 

now calling into the flock.  If you haven’t signed up to share your faith 

journey with them, please do so today. 

We are blessed to send the Youth Mission Team to Yakima, and the Adult 

Mission Team to Zambia. But we need not go far to obey the Great 

Commission right here in Enumclaw.  The youth are coming to us!. What an 

amazing opportunity we have to share God’s gracious and abundant love for 

each and every one of us! 

Let us pray: 

Gracious God: we are so grateful for Jesus, the good shepherd who loves us 

and laid down his life for us.  Help us to draw close to you, that by your love 

and our attentive listening, we may become so familiar with your voice, that 

we will never be lead astray by another.  Nurture and equip us to share the 

Good news of your love and grace with others.  Above all, make of us, one 

flock, who follow the one and only Shepherd.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 


