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Grace:  An Invitation to a Way of Life 
Part 6: Grace Forever 

Psalm 23:6b 
 

A gentleman died and is met by St. Peter at the Pearly Gates.  Peter says to him:  
“Here’s how it works.  You need to have one hundred points to get into heaven.  
You tell me about all the good things you’ve done. Each is worth a certain number 

of points.  If your total is one hundred or more, you can come in.” 
 

So the man replied: “I was happily married to the same woman for 52 years. I was 
a good and faithful husband, and a good provider for my family.” 
 

“Great—that’s worth two points!” 
 

“Hmmm, this is going to be harder than I thought.  Well, I attended church 
regularly, I was an elder and a deacon, and I tithed faithfully.” 
 

“Wonderful,” says St. Peter. “That’s worth another point.” 
 

“One point?!” says the man.  “Okay.  I was involved with a prison ministry and led 
a bible study in prison once a month for twenty five years.” 
 

“Wow”, says St. Peter.  “That’s another two points!” 
 

“Only two points?!” he responds.  “At this rate, it’ll be only by the grace of God that 
I’ll ever get into this place!” 

 
“Bingo!” says St. Peter, “That’s one hundred points! Come on in!”  
 

Today we conclude our series on Psalm 23—an invitation to grace-filled living.  It 
has been a rich time as we have considered this most familiar psalm, and I hope 

you have found it rewarding as well. 
 
The focus of the psalm from beginning to end has been the relationship of the 

Shepherd with the sheep.  This relationship is characterized by complete confidence 
and complete trust in the one who is the GOOD SHEPHERD.  

 
This concluding verse says: 
 

“Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I 
will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. “  Psalm 23:6 

There's no place like home...is there?  It is great to travel, to visit family and 
friends, to explore our national parks or sites further afield, however it is always 

good to get home. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+23:6&version=NIV
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If you've ever been on an extended road trip, eventually you start longing for your 
own bed, and all that is familiar.  I grew up in a family that camped, so I've always 
enjoyed it.  Rob and I began camping with our sons when they were seven and 

four.  They were probably about 18 and 15 when we stopped, as by then they were 
starting to work and so on.  

 
Now my husband is of a mind that the reason one goes camping is so that one has 
a greater appreciation of home!  

 
On the first day in the woods, even the work of setting up camp is fun, but three 

days later the tent starts to smell funny. We love gathering around the campfire, 
but soon the smoke is in your eyes, the firewood gets wet, the mosquitos are out in 
force, and it’s not so much fun anymore.   

 
The prospect of catching dinner from the river running through the campground 

pales when after multiple attempts, all one catches are snags. 
 
Four days in, one’s back hurts, the food in the Coleman cooler is floating in melted 

ice water, and one begins to think fondly of home.  A few days in the  
great outdoors have accomplished their mission. They have prepared you to 

appreciate home! 
 

Originally we started out with a huge old army umbrella tent given to us by a friend 
and former Boy Scout leader, but later graduated to better quality air mattresses 
and a rip-stop nylon Coleman tent with the poles on the outside!  

 
Now, just so you understand, our older son Chris took after me--enjoys the out of 

doors, camping, hiking.   But Adam and Rob?  It's not their favorite.   So... as fate 
would have it, on our last two week camping trip in Oregon, on the very last night 
at Tumalo State Park, as Rob  began to zip the main tent flap closed, the 

zipper broke.  We kept it closed that night with old fashioned clothes pins.(If you 
don't know what those are, ask me later. They are now ancient artifacts of a 

bygone era, having been replaced by clothes dryers!  We'll talk!!)  Sadly, that night 
was indeed our last night camping together!   

Author Paul David Tripp reminds us that the Bible says that the impermanence of 
life on earth is like dwelling in tents. He writes: "Our time here on this earth is 

meant to make us long for forever.” (my paraphrase) Paul David Tripp, Forever: Why You 

Can't Live Without It (Zondervan, 2011), pp. 37-39; submitted by Van Morris, Mt. Washington, Kentucky 

John Howard Payne had been away from his home in New York state for nine 

years.  One afternoon he stood at his window, watching the throngs of people, 
hurrying through the city toward home at the end of the day. Suddenly he felt 
lonely, there in a Paris boarding house.  Impatiently he turned toward his desk. He 

had work to do.  But the mood and memories of a little town on Long Island in New 
York would not leave him. He picked up his pen and began writing: 

 

http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=WW328186&amp;p=1022189
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=WW328186&amp;p=1022189


Calvary Presbyterian Church 
Rev. Lynell Caudillo 
July 17, 2016 
 

3 
 

Mid pleasures and palaces though we may roam,  
Be it ever so humble, there's no place like home. 
 

Clearly Dorothy felt the same way, the longer she stayed in Oz! 
 

Home is a place where we belong. 
 
Shepherds lived a somewhat nomadic life, out in the fields and meadows.  Once 

sheep graze in a certain area, they must move on, both for the health of the sheep 
and for the health of the land.  So the shepherd is always on the move, making 

sure the sheep have the best pasture available, as well as ‘still’ or quiet water from 
which to drink.  Most shepherds were poor. Perhaps one might have a robe or 
cloak to wrap up in at night for warmth or for use as a cover for sleeping, or for 

protection from the weather.  To dwell indicates that one will have a sense of 
permanence. It means to take up residence, to settle down or be at home 

with.  God has invited us into his home. 
 
What will that home be like?  

 
During what is called The Upper Room Discourse (in John 14)--or Jesus' 

last instructions to the disciples, he says: 
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in 

me. 2 My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have 
told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you?3 And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that 

you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am 
going.” 

5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how 
can we know the way?” 

6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through me. 

John 14:1-6 
 
God, the gracious host, invites us into his home.  Everyone is welcome.  Everyone 

is invited in. However, there is one requirement.  Entrance into God's eternal home 
is made possible through Jesus Christ. Jesus tells us he is the "gate"—“the way” 

through whom we must enter.  There is no other way. 
Listen to what Jesus says: 
 

7 [Therefore Jesus said again,] “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the 
sheep. [8 All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep 

have not listened to them. 9 I am the gate;] whoever enters through me will be 
saved. They will come in and go out, and find pasture. [10 The thief comes 

only to steal and kill and destroy;] I have come that they may have life, and 
have it to the full.  John 10:7-10 
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Eternal life begins now. Today. Do you want to have assurance that you will live 
forever with God, the Good Shepherd?  If you have not entered into God's kingdom 

through Jesus, please talk to me today. 
 

The word house refers to the family or household, or in this case, the flock of the 
Good Shepherd.  Above all, it means to be in God's presence. This is the 
whole emphasis of the psalm...the relationship we have with God. Because, 

in part, home is less about the building or a place, than it is about the 
people. 

 
A poster advocating services for the homeless pictured a young girl and the 
caption: 

We have a home, we just don't have a house to put it in. 
 

David longed to build a temple for the Lord, but that responsibility was given to his 
son, Solomon.  His longing to build a temple, in part, reflected his deep desire to be 
near or close to God.  He expresses this here, as well as in  
 

Psalm 27:4 
One thing I ask from the LORD, this only do I seek: that I 

may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze 
on the beauty of the LORD and to seek him in his temple. 
 

"Forever" is a long time...actually eternity may indeed stand outside of the 24 hour 
cycle of days as we experience time now. In essence, David is saying that he wants 

nothing more or less, than to be wherever God is, basking in God's 
presence.   Christianity is not as much a religion as it is a relationship... a 
personal relationship with the Living God. 

We find it difficult to maintain a commitment to both this world and the next, to this 
life and the life to come. 

Philip Yancey uses [his friend’s] an analogy of ”…a busload of tourists en route to 
the Grand Canyon. On the long journey across the wheat fields of Kansas and 

through the glorious mountains of Colorado, the travelers inexplicably keep the 
shades down. Intent on the ultimate destination, they never even bother to look 

outside. 

As a result, they spend their time arguing over such matters as who has the best 
seat and who's taking too much time in the bathroom. 

He says, the church can resemble such a bus. We should remember that the Bible 

has far more to say about how to live during the journey than about the ultimate 
destination.” Philip Yancey, "On the Grand Canyon Bus," Christianity Today(September 
2008), p. 102 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+27:4&version=NIV
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As people of faith, we are to be as engaged in and concerned about the present life, 
as we are about the life to come. Our study of the Shepherd’s Psalm has been 
studied through the lens of “grace”.  The very nature of grace lies in the fact that it 

is purely and simply a gift.  Grace is unearned, unmerited, and undeserved.    
 

As a young man, David was a shepherd. He became a warrior and king. He is 
described as “a man after God’s own heart” (Acts 13:22). However David was as 
human as the rest of us. He committed adultery and committed murder to try and 

cover it up. Some believe that David wrote Psalm 23 near the end of his life, as a 
reflection upon his own personal relationship with God, throughout his life’s 

journey. 
 
So, let us recall with David, and give thanks to God, for this invitation to gracious 

living, made possible by God. 

Psalm 23       New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

1 The LORD is my shepherd—That’s a gracious relationship 

I shall not want.—That’s gracious provision 

2 
    He makes me lie down in green pastures  

he leads me beside still waters; --That’s gracious refreshment 
3 
    he restores my soul. –That’s gracious healing for regret 

He leads me in right paths.—That’s gracious guidance 

 for his name’s sake.—That’s gracious Purpose. 

4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 

    I fear no evil;--That’s Gracious Security /sustaining Grace 

for you are with me;--That’s God’s gracious Presence 

    your rod and your staff— 

    they comfort me.-That’s gracious protection. 

5 You prepare a table before me 

    in the presence of my enemies;--That’s gracious hospitality 

you anoint my head with oil;--That’s gracious blessing 

    my cup overflows.—That’s gracious abundance. 
6 Surely[e] goodness and mercy[f] shall follow me  

    all the days of my life,-- That’s a gracious legacy 

and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD  

    my whole life long. –That’s Grace Forever! 

 

Thanks be to God for God’s amazing Grace! 

Amen. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+23&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-14242e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+23&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-14242f

