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Unexpected Blessing: Mercy!                               Rev. Lynell M. Caudillo 
Matthew 5: 7, Matt. 18:21-35, Genesis 50: 15-21            June 14, 2020 
 
15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph 
holds a grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?”  16So 
they sent word to Joseph, saying, “Your father left these instructions before he 
died: 17‘This is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the 
sins and the wrongs they committed in treating you so badly.’ Now please forgive 
the sins of the servants of the God of your father.” When their message came to 
him, Joseph wept. 
18His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. “We are your 
slaves,” they said. 
19But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 20You 
intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being 
done, the saving of many lives. 21So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and 
your children.” And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them. 
 
Matthew 5:1-7 
Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His 
disciples came to him, 2and he began to teach them. 
He said: 
3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
5Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
7Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 
 
PRAY 
In a Peanuts comic strip, Lucy berates her brother Linus who clings to his security 
blanket:  
“You’re the worst kind of little brother a girl could have!” 
“If I could have my choice, you would have been the last one I would have chosen!” 
she shouts as she turns her back on him and walks away. 
But Linus has the last word.  He shouts after her: 
“THIRTY YEARS FROM NOW YOU’LL LOVE ME!” 
“Big sisters always love their brothers thirty years later.” 
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(One hopes it does not take that long!!) 
 
Sibling rivalry…I’m guessing that most of us are familiar with this family dynamic.  (I 
cannot see you, but …)  I’m wondering how many of you are the younger or 
youngest of siblings in your family…me too.  I’m the youngest of only two.  Joseph 
was the youngest of twelve!  Personally, I thought it was bad enough having one 
older sibling to boss me around, but I cannot imagine having eleven older ones!!   
 
Besides the burden of being the youngest of twelve kids, Joseph was also daddy’s 
favorite, and the other eleven knew it.  He got all the good stuff: extra servings of 
food at mealtime, he always got to sit in the front seat, whatever he wanted, he 
got it, including a beautiful coat of rainbow colors.  Nothing like drawing attention 
to oneself!  His brothers were jealous.  
 
To put a finer point on it: They hated Joseph so much they were going to kill him, 
and lie to their dad, telling him that a wild animal had attacked him.  But in a 
moment of mercy, they sell Joseph into slavery and he is carried off into Egypt never 
to be heard from again! 
 
Oh.  Wait a minute. That is not how the story ends!  Joseph rises among the ranks 
of Pharaoh’s household, where he becomes his top advisor and right-hand man.  
Due to his wisdom and planning, when a famine grips the land, Egypt has stockpiles 
of food and grain—so much so that refugees from neighboring Canaan come 
flocking to Egypt for help.  
 
Among those who come, are …Joseph’s mean big brothers.  They and their aged 
father are in need food.  And here is where the real drama gets interesting: 
Joseph—now the second most powerful man in their world, recognizes them, but 
they do not recognize him! 
 
Joseph has the power to refuse them food.  He could have them thrown into prison 
and executed.  Joseph can get revenge!  They are at his mercy (ah, interesting 
expression!)  
 
The story takes some twists and turns, but suffice it to say, when the great reveal 
comes (Genesis 45) Joseph himself is overcome with emotion and his brothers are 
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terrified.  Ultimately the whole family is reunited, even old Jacob can see Joseph 
again before he dies. 
 
That is where the passage picks up that was read for us today Genesis 50:15-21.  
Although the brothers had been treated well, after their father Jacob dies, they fear 
that is nothing to prevent Joseph from having his just desserts.  They fear 
retribution.  Revenge.   
It’s understandable, isn’t it?  . 
 
Well aware that Joseph could still be holding a grudge, the brothers wonder aloud 
“what if he pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?” (50:15)  So they make 
up a lie.  If you want to see a grown man cry, deliver a fake message from his dying 
father.  The faked message to Joseph was this: “Forgive your brothers.” 
 
Take a moment and put yourself in Joseph’s sandals: You were just a kid yourself, 
when your jealous big brothers sold you into slavery!  This was a better alternative 
than their original plan, which was to kill you!!  So, if you still held a grudge, 
gee…that would be understandable, right?  Right?? (RIGHT!) 
 
Joseph was faced with a choice.  
Now Joseph is in control.  He can execute judgement or justice; 
Life or death is in his power. 
Judgement?  Revenge?  Or Forgiveness and Reconciliation?  
Joseph made a conscious choice.  He chose mercy! 
 
And this brings us to the definition of mercy: 
Mercy is getting what we do NOT deserve. (positive) 
Mercy is not giving someone what they DO deserve (negative) 
   
Mercy is not ignoring the gravity of sin, nor does it dismiss sin by saying “It’s ok, it 
doesn’t matter.”   
 
God is holy.  Holiness by its very nature, cannot stand in the presence of unholy sin.  
Sin incurs God’s judgement.  But our Holy God and Loving Judge, expresses 
judgement not against us, but against himself!  More than becoming one of us, 
Jesus became us.  Paul wrote: God “made Him who knew no sin, to be sin on our 
behalf” (2 Corinthians 5:21). 
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In other words, God himself took upon himself in Jesus, our sin, and the judgement 
we deserve.  God does not give US what we deserve, God gives Jesus what we 
deserve. 
 
Being merciful does not mean ignoring the gravity of sin but extends undeserved 
blessing.  Mercy extends pardon to the guilty.  Mercy cancels a debt that one is 
legitimately owed. 
 
We see this illustrated in the story of the unmerciful servant (Matthew 18). 
You remember, the servant owed his master a monstrous debt he could not pay, 
and the boss forgave him.  But the now debt-free servant turns around and throws 
a fellow servant in jail because he is owed a debt he cannot pay.  What?  Wait a 
minute.  Does this make sense??   
 
Having just received mercy, he does not extend mercy to his fellow, but exercises 
judgement.  When the boss man finds out, he withdraws his mercy and has the 
man and his family thrown into jail.  Harsh.  But it raises the question: Do only those 
who show mercy receive mercy? 
 
Jesus taught us to pray in the Lord’s Prayer:   
“Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.”   (sins or trespasses too!) 
 
Uh-oh. 
“Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.”  
There is the rub… 
 
Eva Kor and her twin sister were Romanian Jews, the only members of their family 
to survive Auschwitz.  During the ten months that she and Miriam, her ten-year-old 
her sister were captive, they were subjected to horrific “medical” experiments at 
the hands of Dr. Joseph Mengele.  After the camp was liberated, they were cared 
for by an aunt and spent ten years in Israel, before Eva married and moved to the 
USA.   
 
In 1984, on the 50th anniversary of the liberation of the camp, she returned to 
Auschwitz where she did the unthinkable: She issued her own personal “official 
declaration of amnesty” to Dr. Mengele and the Nazis.  According to Eva, it was not 
enough to be liberated from the concentration camp. In order to be “released from 
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the pain of the past” herself, she needed to extend forgiveness – without any 
prerequisites required of the perpetrators” and doing so was “an act of self-
healing”.  Through the act of “forgiving her worst enemy” Eva said she experienced 
“the feeling of complete freedom from pain.” 
 
A documentary film was made about her life, titled “Forgiving Dr. Mengele”, which 
recounts this amazing story.  But in an interesting twist, Eva refused to extend 
forgiveness to or empathize with the Palestinians when she traveled to Israel. 
(www.journeywithJesus.org/sept14.2008//) 
  
This flies in the face of what Jesus teaches us in the Lord’s prayer.   
Forgiveness cannot be selective: I forgive some people but not others.  
Thankfully, God is not selective in this regard: anyone who comes to God in sincere 
repentance and sorrow over his/her sin, will receive mercy!  
Having been a recipient of God’s mercy, we are also to extend that mercy to others.  
(Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.) 
 
Let us review the definition of mercy: Getting what we Do NOT deserve, OR NOT 
giving someone what they DO deserve. 
 
How do we forgive?   
Jesus says it is a matter of the heart (Mt. 18:35).  There is no easy formula, no three-
step surefire way to forgive. 
It takes time, and it begins with our own experience of receiving God’s mercy for 
ourselves.  To hold a grudge or unforgiveness in our hearts is like drinking poison 
but expecting the other person to die!  Forgiveness frees two people: The forgiver 
and the forgiven! 
 
If I am failing to cancel the debt of another— 
If I am not forgiving another, or 
If I am not extending mercy to another, 
THEN 
In that moment I am not living into the reality of this prayer;  
I am not truly seeking mercy, I am instead, seeking to justify myself before God.  If 
I ask for mercy from God but am not willing to extend it to another, I am not really 
asking for mercy.  I have lost touch with who I am before God. 
 

http://www.journey/


6 
 

This is where the beatitudes are interrelated.   
Those who are merciful, are aware of their own spiritual poverty. 
The merciful also mourn because they grieve over their own sin.   
The merciful are meek because they humbly put their entire hope and trust in God. 
The merciful also crave right relationships with God and with others.   
 
Peter asked Jesus: How many times should I forgive, is 7 times enough? 
Jesus replies: 70 x 7!  This new Kingdom math is generous because the King is 
generous.  We are to always forgive.  There is a wideness in God’s mercy, the supply 
is inexhaustible!  
 
It is in those moments when we are least able to extend mercy—due to the pain 
and hurt of being deeply wronged or violated—that we most need mercy. 
 
It is at the point of this, our greatest need, where our Merciful God meets us and 
empowers us to do for others what our Merciful God has done for us. 
 
Friends this is what the Kingdom of God looks like—a beloved and blessed 
community of the forgiven and forgivers, the merciful and those who receive 
mercy.  
 
Indeed, may we extend mercy to one another, as God has mercy on us!! 
 
PRAY 


