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Acts 13: 16-23 
16Standing up, Paul motioned with his hand and said: “Fellow Israelites and you 
Gentiles who worship God, listen to me!  17The God of the people of Israel chose 
our ancestors; he made the people prosper during their stay in Egypt; with mighty 
power he led them out of that country; 18for about forty years he endured their 
conduct in the wilderness; 19and he overthrew seven nations in Canaan, giving their 
land to his people as their inheritance.  20All this took about 450 years. 
“After this, God gave them judges until the time of Samuel the prophet.  21Then the 
people asked for a king, and he gave them Saul son of Kish, of the tribe of Benjamin, 
who ruled forty years.  22After removing Saul, he made David their king.  God 
testified concerning him: ‘I have found David son of Jesse, a man after my own 
heart; he will do everything I want him to do.’ 
23“From this man’s descendants God has brought to Israel the Savior Jesus, as he 
promised. 
 
1 Samuel 16:1-13 
The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected 
him as king over Israel?  Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending 
you to Jesse of Bethlehem.  I have chosen one of his sons to be king.” 
2But Samuel said, “How can I go?  If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.” 
The LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’  
3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what to do.  You are to anoint for 
me the one I indicate.” 
4Samuel did what the LORD said.  When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the 
town trembled when they met him.  They asked, “Do you come in peace?” 
5Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.  Consecrate 
yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me.”  Then he consecrated Jesse and his 
sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 
6When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed 
stands here before the LORD.” 
7But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I 
have rejected him.  The LORD does not look at the things people look at.  People 
look at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” 
8Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel.  But Samuel said, 
“The LORD has not chosen this one either.”  9Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but 



Samuel said, “Nor has the LORD chosen this one.”  10Jesse had seven of his sons pass 
before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The LORD has not chosen these.”  11So he 
asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?” 
“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.” 
Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.” 
12So he sent for him and had him brought in.  He was glowing with health and had 
a fine appearance and handsome features. 
Then the LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.” 
13So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, 
and from that day on the Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon David.  Samuel 
then went to Ramah. 
 
PRAY 
 
Given the recent celebration of Queen Elizabeth’s Jubilee – her 70th year on the 
throne of the United Kingdom - there has been much speculation about the future 
of the British monarchy.  At the age of 96, there has also been much speculation as 
to her successor: Will it be her son Charles or her grandson William?  And how much 
does it really matter since the queen or king is a figurehead and does not wield 
significant power under the parliamentary system of government? 
 
You may recall that the week before last, we considered “Be Careful What You Ask 
For”, as the people of God were asking for a king.  Up until that time judges had 
been the go-to leaders who would decide disputes and along with the prophets, 
like Samuel, they were the leaders of the nation.  But the people came to Samuel 
demanding a king.  
 
Why?  Because everybody else was doing it.   
They wanted to be like neighboring nations.  They did not want local leaders as 
much as they wanted a king, a figure head, one who would lead them in battle. 
 
Samuel knew this was a losing proposition.  God knew it too, but God was 
respecting the freedom of the people, not only to choose but to live with the 
consequences of their choices. 
 
Having a king was a bad idea, first because it was a rejection of God’s rule over 
them.  God wants the sole allegiance of the people - that is the meaning of the first 



commandment: to Love God above all and have no other gods before 
YHWH/Jehovah. 
  
Furthermore, human kings and leaders enter into political alliances which make 
them beholden to other nations.  They are/will be influenced by the pagan religious 
practices of the foreign nations and abandon their covenantal relationship with 
YHWH. 
 
Despite Samuel’s warnings that a king will bring undesirable changes (1 Samuel 
8:10-18), the people were insistent.  Samuel did as the Lord instructed and anointed 
Saul as king over Israel.  Upon being anointed, the Spirit of the Lord came upon 
Saul. (1 Samuel 10:1, 23-24).   
 
Is Saul a good king or a bad king? 
Is Saul a sinner or a saint? 
Like every human leader, he is a mixture of both! 
 
Saul has his ups and downs, but things devolve, to the point in Chapter 15: 10Then 
the word of the LORD came to Samuel: 11“I regret that I have made Saul king, because 
he has turned away from me and has not carried out my instructions.” 
 
While Saul no longer has the blessing of God, he remains in power for some time.  
However, God has one more task for Samuel to accomplish before he retires: 
Samuel will anoint Saul’s successor.   
 
In Chapter 16, God gives Samuel very specific instructions: Fill your horn with oil 
and go to Bethlehem and find Jesse.  One of his sons is God’s choice for king. 
 
There are some interesting dynamics going on here.  Samuel is still grieving over 
Saul’s failure and the effect it has had on the nation.  I wonder also if Samuel 
doesn’t somehow feel partly responsible.  But God says to him, ‘get over it, move 
on’.  Help me out here and anoint Saul’s successor.  Samuel expresses fear as there 
is some danger in anointing a successor while Saul is still in power.  But God 
reassures him and laid out a plan: Take a heifer for a sacrifice and invite Jesse’s 
family to worship with you.  Then you can find and anoint the next king. (v.2-3)  
 
When Samuel arrives in Bethlehem, the elders greet him, but they are trembling 
and ask: “Do you come in peace?”  (v.4)  They likely do so because they have heard 



about what happened in Gilgal (1 Samuel 15:17-33).  Apparently even in ancient 
times before Twitter and texting, word travels fast.   
 
Saul was given very specific instructions by God to kill an entire tribe and not collect 
any bounty.  This was because this king and tribe were diametrically opposed to 
YHWH/Yahweh and his purposes.  Saul was only partially obedient.  He allowed the 
king Agag to live and brought back the best of his livestock.  
 
Partial obedience is no obedience.  God was greatly displeased with Saul, as was 
Samuel.  After questioning Saul, who had lots of justifications for why he did not 
completely obey, Samuel told him he had lost God’s favor.  Samuel finished the job 
Saul failed to do, he killed king Agag in Gilgal.  This is the news that had reached 
Bethlehem, causing the elders to tremble. 
 
Samuel assures them, he comes in peace.  Jesse and his sons join Samuel and the 
elders for worship and consecration of the sacrifice.  When Samuel sees the eldest 
son, Eliab, he logically thinks, ‘he must be the one’.  But no, God says not him. 
 
Then it sounds like a police line up to me, as the sons are lined up.  The older ones 
are named but as Samuel goes down to the line, names of the younger ones are 
not even mentioned.  Something is wrong.  All seven of them are dismissed.  Samuel 
inquires: Is that all? 
 
Jesse is dismissive of the youngest.  He’s the runt of the litter.  Really, you want to 
see him.  He’s out in the back forty, watching the sheep.  He’s not worth the time 
of day…or that is the impression given.  
 
What qualifies a person - for kingship?  In this case it is not heredity, since Saul had 
a son (or two) but he/they were not even considered.  Is there a degree in “king-
man-ship”?  Hmm.   
 
God is quite explicit about what DOES NOT qualify a person for king: 
Being of tall stature - Saul was tall, but he was a failure. 
Being easy on the eyes - his outward appearance. (v. 7) 
I think there is some humor and irony here. 
 
So, they wait for the nameless, youngest son, the after-thought, the shepherd boy 
- to be brought in from the fields.  When he arrives, the v.15 reports: “He was 



glowing with health and had a fine appearance and handsome features” without 
one mention of his heart! 
 
Fast-forward to the New Testament, Acts of the Apostles, 13:22, God testified 
concerning him: ‘I have found David son of Jesse, a man after my own heart; he will 
do everything I want him to do.’   
 
David is wholehearted in his devotion to God, Saul is half-hearted.  At this point in 
the narrative, what else is known about this newly anointed king?  He is still a boy, 
son of Jesse, of Bethlehem.  He is good-looking.  God perceives that David’s heart 
is in the right place, it is intent on pleasing God, and that is the one and only 
qualification for kingship in God’s eyes. 
 
So, it would seem, that as much as things have changed in several millennia, things 
remain the same.  Then, as now, our culture/society places an inordinate emphasis 
on appearance, the superficial.  We go skin-deep, God goes to the person’s heart.  
 
The Hebrews understood the heart as the center of the individual.  It indicates the 
volitional center of the person (which we normally think of as the mind).  The “will” 
or “spirit” are used interchangeably as meaning the same thing.  One’s heart is “not 
an isolated aspect of our personhood, it is the central, motivating, reality-sorting, 
life-determining” factor about us.  It is from our hearts that we make our choices, 
move into action, try to change the world.  It is the inner core, the deepest and 
spiritual part of our selves. 
 
When our hearts are in sync with God’s heart, God’s will and desires expressed in 
the scriptures, then we will honor God’s laws, and live according to God’s guidelines 
and purposes.  
 
God could see beyond the superficial good looks of this youthful shepherd.  Was 
David a sinner or saint?  Would David be a good king or a bad one?  Like all of us, 
he was a flawed human being called into leadership and anointed by God to lead.  
What kind of leader will David be? 
 
His heart - not his handsome appearance - is the best clue of all.  Stay tuned as we 
shall learn more about David’s heart condition and ours, and about godly 
leadership.   
PRAY 


