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A Question Peter Asked: Can anyone object…?      Rev. Lynell M. Caudillo 
Acts 10: 1-4  8NLT         June 9, 2019 
 
19Meanwhile, as Peter was puzzling over the vision, the Holy Spirit said to him, 
“Three men have come looking for you.  20Get up, go downstairs, and go with 
them without hesitation.  Don’t worry, for I have sent them.” 
21So Peter went down and said, “I’m the man you are looking for.  Why have you 
come?” 
22They said, “We were sent by Cornelius, a Roman officer.  He is a devout and 
God-fearing man, well respected by all the Jews.  A holy angel instructed him to 
summon you to his house so that he can hear your message.”  23So Peter invited 
the men to stay for the night.  The next day he went with them, accompanied by 
some of the brothers from Joppa. 
24They arrived in Caesarea the following day.  Cornelius was waiting for them and 
had called together his relatives and close friends.  25As Peter entered his home, 
Cornelius fell at his feet and worshiped him.  26But Peter pulled him up and said, 
“Stand up! I’m a human being just like you!”  27So they talked together and went 
inside, where many others were assembled. 
28Peter told them, “You know it is against our laws for a Jewish man to enter a 
Gentile home like this or to associate with you.  But God has shown me that I 
should no longer think of anyone as impure or unclean.  29So I came without 
objection as soon as I was sent for.  Now tell me why you sent for me.” 
30Cornelius replied, “Four days ago I was praying in my house about this same 
time, three o’clock in the afternoon.  Suddenly, a man in dazzling clothes was 
standing in front of me.  31He told me, ‘Cornelius, your prayer has been heard, and 
your gifts to the poor have been noticed by God!  32Now send messengers to 
Joppa, and summon a man named Simon Peter.  He is staying in the home of 
Simon, a tanner who lives near the seashore.’  33So I sent for you at once, and it 
was good of you to come.  Now we are all here, waiting before God to hear the 
message the Lord has given you.” 
34Then Peter replied, “I see very clearly that God shows no favoritism.  35In every 
nation he accepts those who fear him and do what is right.  36This is the message 
of Good News for the people of Israel—that there is peace with God through 
Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all.  37You know what happened throughout Judea, 
beginning in Galilee, after John began preaching his message of baptism.  38And 
you know that God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 
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power.  Then Jesus went around doing good and healing all who were oppressed 
by the devil, for God was with him. 
39“And we apostles are witnesses of all he did throughout Judea and in Jerusalem. 
They put him to death by hanging him on a cross, [c]40but God raised him to life on 
the third day.  Then God allowed him to appear, 41not to the general public, [d]but 
to us whom God had chosen in advance to be his witnesses.  We were those who 
ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.  42And he ordered us to 
preach everywhere and to testify that Jesus is the one appointed by God to be the 
judge of all—the living and the dead.  43He is the one all the prophets testified 
about, saying that everyone who believes in him will have their sins forgiven 
through his name.” 
44Even as Peter was saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who were 
listening to the message.  45The Jewish believers who came with Peter were 
amazed that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles, too.  
46For they heard them speaking in other tongues [f]and praising God. 
Then Peter asked, 47“Can anyone object to their being baptized, now that they 
have received the Holy Spirit just as we did?”  48So he gave orders for them to be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.  Afterward Cornelius asked him to stay with 
them for several days. 
 
[PRAY] 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Today we celebrate Pentecost, or the so called “birthday of the church” which can 
be read about in Acts 2, when the promised Holy Spirit came upon the disciples –
filing them with power and tongues to speak in languages unknown to them but 
known to the many visitors in Jerusalem.  This reading from Acts chapter 10, 
informs us about the so-called “Gentile Pentecost” when the Spirit comes upon a 
group of non-Jewish or Gentile believers.   
 
What is your biggest regret in life?? 
 
Some students from Strayer University in New York City, set up a chalkboard on 
the sidewalk near one of the city parks.  The caption at the top said: “Write your 
biggest regret.”   
 

https://mobile.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+10&version=NLT#fen-NLT-27263c
https://mobile.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+10&version=NLT#fen-NLT-27265d
https://mobile.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+10&version=NLT#fen-NLT-27270f
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A colorful supply of chalk was available, and a video camera recorded what 
happened next.  Many people paused…and stopped. 
 
Soon the chalkboard filled with regrets: 

“I regret never speaking up…” 
“Not being a better friend or spouse…” 
“Not spending more time with family..” 
“Not saying “I love you”…” 
“Not making the most of every day…” 
“I regret staying in my comfort zone…” 
 

We all have our comfort zones.  And because we are creatures of habit, it is hard 
to break out of familiar routines our ingrained thought patterns.  We frequent 
familiar places, with familiar people, where we are confident that our 
expectations will be met, no surprises.  We were born and raised with certain 
cultural assumptions that often remain unquestioned.  
 
But occasionally something intervenes in our lives that shakes us up; that causes 
us to question our basic assumptions about life, and about what we believe.   
 
This is exactly what is happening in Chapter 10 of Acts.  Peter’s life first took a 
dramatic turn when he met Jesus.  He gave up his career in commercial fishing 
and became a disciple of Jesus’, and now he is the leader of the growing Christian 
church in Jerusalem.  
 
It might be helpful to imagine the events of this chapter, as happening on a split 
screen television.  On the left side of the screen is Cornelius in the town of 
Caesarea; on the right side is Peter in Joppa.   
 
Caesarea, is a town named for Caesar—the Roman Emperor, and oppressor of 
Israel and the Jewish people.  Among the occupying forces there include a 
centurion named Cornelius.  This man represents the “enemy” in more ways than 
one—Cornelius is a gentile, and furthermore, he is in service to the Roman 
emperor.  In other words, Cornelius is the quintessential outsider to the covenant.  
He is not a Jew.  Yet here he is described as a “God-fearer”, devout, and one who 
lives a sacrificial lifestyle by giving to the poor, etc.  He is one who worships the 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, but he has not converted to Judaism.   
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God shows up to visit Cornelius, by means of a messenger/angel who give him the 
GPS coordinates for Peter’s location in Joppa, in order that Peter might be 
brought to Caesarea.  Why?  He’s not told the why, but he sends three guys to 
retrieve Peter and bring him to his house.  
 
Meanwhile, Peter is staying and praying in Joppa, and while there, he has a very 
strange vision.  In it, a smorgasbord of un-kosher food is presented to Peter, along 
with the command to eat it!  This would be not only offensive to a good Jew, but 
unprecedented.  A temptation at the least, an abomination at most—to consume 
food that has been forbidden by OT law.  This was unheard of—not only that, it 
was WAY out of Peter’s comfort zone! 
 
When Peter refuses to eat, the voice responds with a claim that is unprecedented 
in Judaism.  The voice repeats three times, ”What God has cleansed, you must 
stop making common.”  Peter is puzzled.  He has just been told that one of the 
most important observances of his Jewish faith no longer holds any significance 
for him, and that now he must disregard it completely!”  (John Holbert, 
Reflections on Acts 10:34-43)   
 
However, the point of the vision or dream is not to institute changed nutritional 
guidelines, but to instruct Peter and to break open his thinking.  Why?  Because 
God has something new in mind.  God is up to something and it’s not entirely 
clear yet, exactly what that is!  
 
A secondary purpose of Peter's vision is to demonstrate to Peter that God has the 
power to make that which was once considered "unclean"and unacceptable, was 
now clean and acceptable!  If God can transform the food and make it acceptable, 
in the same way God can transform people who are unclean due to sin, and make 
us acceptable by cleansing us as we come to faith.  God is expanding the 
boundaries of the Kingdom of God! (The "cleansing" act of baptism with Spirit and 
with water will quickly follow, as we shall observe with Cornelius and company.) 
 
Peter is still trying to process this new information when he hears a knock at his 
door.  Remember the split screen?  Simultaneous to what is happening with Peter 
in Joppa, God is also taking action with Cornelius in Caesarea!  
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The two visions or dreams of these two very different men converge with the 
knock on Peter’s door.  He’d been told to expect visitors and there they were, 
with an invitation to go to Caesarea.   
 
Now, Caesarea is not a place that would be high on Peter’s bucket list to visit.  He 
is not inclined to go-for reasons mentioned above!  Jews and Gentiles avoided 
each other, and one would never go the home of the other.  Like oil and water, 
the two did NOT mix.  But Peter agrees to go!  Why?  Because Peter could sense 
that God was up to something. 
 
Take Note:  Peter agrees to go to a town he normally would avoid, with people 
whom he normally would not associate with, all because God is up to 
something!  Peter is WAY out of his comfort zone! 
 
When he arrives in Caesarea, at the home of Cornelius, he finds a crowd waiting.  
(And by the way, Peter brings a small group with him too!)  He’s not clear on why 
he is there, but he is certainly clear on the fact that he is a mere human as is 
Cornelius.  Peter is not an object of worship.   
 
Once Peter hears Cornelius' side of the story, he realizes why God brought him 
there: Peter is there to testify—to be a witness--about Jesus!  As a witness 
testifies in a court of law, Peter tells what he saw and heard.  It’s that simple.  His 
message focuses on Jesus. 
 
Empowered by the Holy Spirit, Jesus ministry of healing and forgiving was cut 
short by his death on the cross, but God raised him from the dead, empowering 
his disciples to share this good news.  Furthermore, God accepts people from all 
walks of life, all backgrounds, all races, classes, sexes--in other words: God does 
not show favoritism!  The ones to whom Peter is speaking are so receptive to his 
message, that he is cut short when the Holy Spirit shows up, and all present begin 
to speak in tongues and praising God!  Now that’s one sure way to shorten the 
pastor’s sermon!! 
 
This is one more sign that the amazing events of Jesus' life, death and 
resurrection were changing everything and everyone.  Comfort zones were and 
are still being stretched and challenged! 
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As on the first Pentecost in Acts 1-2, the disciples were sent beyond their 
boundaries--into a world beyond their comfort zones—a world then and now that 
needs to hear about God’s amazing grace demonstrated in the person of Jesus. 
 
Today we are aware that there are needs in our community that go well beyond 
our ability to address.  Does that mean we do nothing?  Not if we believe in a God 
who can do far more than we can ask or imagine!! 
Does it mean that our comfort zone is being stretched and challenged?  Are we to 
courageously move beyond our own pre-conceived ideas in order to be obedient 
to God?  
 
Peter was certainly challenged in this manner.  Look at the outcome: The Roman 
centurion, his staff and family--his entire household, and I dare say all the troops 
under his command, came under the influence of the Holy Spirit because of the 
events described here.  These are people who would not normally fall within 
Peter’s sphere of influence. 
 
The Autopsy of the Deceased Church (book) taught us that to remain in our 
comfort zone is not an option if our church is going to not merely survive, but 
thrive!  We need to be willing to step out beyond the boundaries of comfort, of 
what we deem acceptable, and be prepared to share the Good News in some new 
ways.  What will that look like?  I don't know for sure, but what I do know is this: 
it means Change. 
 
Change also means Risk.  Why?  Because doing the "same old thing" will yield "the 
same results".  If we desire different outcomes—if we want our church to grow 
spiritually and numerically, THEN we must DO something different, which means 
change.  Why would we change?  Because we have no choice.  Not to grow, not to 
change is to die!  Because change is the nature and role of the Holy Spirit's work 
in us--transformation! 
 
Of course we shall still care for one another, but how will we share the Good 
News in Enumclaw in new ways?  There are those who need to hear about--and 
EXPERIENCE God's amazing grace.  How will we help others experience God's 
welcoming warm embrace of love and acceptance?  
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Do you think Peter was risking a lot when he answered the knock at his door, and 
then went with those strangers?  Risky or not, clearly it took him way beyond his 
comfort zone.  But his obedience to God's leading, built/expanded the Kingdom of 
God in a way that he did not expect. 
 
Because Cornelius had an entirely new circle of influence in which to be a witness 
and to share the Gospel.  Cornelius could reach a group of folks that Peter never 
could!  Cornelius (and the others present will become witnesses.  They too will 
testify about the life/death/resurrection of this Jesus to others...and the Kingdom 
will grow...Others will come to saving faith and be baptized. 
 
At the climax of this story (in v. 47), Peter asks a rhetorical question: “Can anyone 
object to their being baptized, now that they have received the Holy Spirit just 
as we did?” 
 
They’ve got the essentials.  These Gentile men didn’t need to be circumcised, the 
house didn’t need to be cleansed and their kitchen made kosher.  Those things 
have become irrelevant in light of the new thing that God is doing.  These people 
have everything necessary to enter Christian community. 
 
So why then did Peter want to baptize them? Is baptism necessary?  Baptism is 
like the seal on a package or a bottle.  All you need to be a Christian is to take in 
the Word about Jesus and the Holy Spirit will come to bring you forgiveness and 
new life.  All you need to make wine is to put grape juice in a bottle.  It will start 
fermenting and becoming something new.  But that bottle still needs a good seal. 
Baptism seals the work of the Word and the Spirit in us like that, holds them 
together in us.  That’s why Peter didn’t want to keep baptism from those new 
Christians.  He wanted their faith to be well-sealed. 
 
Baptism is also a reminder that God is the one who takes the initiative in 
relationship with us.  God works in our lives, often before we are aware of it, to 
bring us to faith.  
 
Clearly this was going on in the life of Cornelius.  Through God’s Word and Spirit, 
God is pouring the life of Jesus into us, transforming us to be more like Jesus. 
Remembering our baptism is a way to remember that we have all that is 
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necessary.  If you have heard and believed that Jesus is your Savior, the Holy Spirit 
lives in you.  If you have not been baptized, you should be!  Let’s talk! 
 
Imagine if Peter had decided to stay home that day…because that was more 
comfortable…because “I’ve never done it that way before, Lord…I’ve never had 
bacon with my eggs!  I’ve never been to the home of a non-Jew 
believer/foreigner, etc.” 
 
But Peter could see that God was doing something new…and he wanted to be in 
on the ground floor.  Was it uncomfortable?  Was it risky?  Was it taking a 
chance?  Yes, yes, and yes.  But to not do it would have been disobedient. 
 
I don’t know about you, but I don’t want to miss out on what God and God’s Spirit 
are doing!  I don’t want to regret staying in my comfort zone, or not taking a risk 
that God is inviting us to take!  We should expect the unexpected!  We should 
expect to grow, to stretch, to experience a fresh outpouring of God’s Spirit! 
 
Please be praying for Calvary, for our staff and leaders as we seek to listen to and 
obey God’s leading for Calvary’s future! 
 
47“Can anyone object to their being baptized, now that they have received the 
Holy Spirit just as we did?”  
Can anyone object to the work of God’s Spirit?  
 
Pray: Lord we confess that it is unsettling to think of what might happen if we got 
onboard with the outpouring of your Spirit in our midst and in our community—
because it would mean YOU are in control and we are not…it would mean that we 
would have to let go of our preconceived ideas of who YOU are and what you are 
doing—even in us.  Shake us up and pour us out, as those who will be witnesses 
to your transforming power in our very own lives, and in the life of Calvary…for 
the sake of those who do not yet know you, here in Enumclaw and beyond…Fill us 
with your Spirit to overflowing, we pray in Jesus’ name, Amen! 


