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Will These Bones Live?                        Rev. Lynell M. Caudillo 
Ezekiel 37: 1-14, Psalm 137        June 5, 2022 Pentecost Sunday 
 
Psalm 137 
1By the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept when we remembered Zion. 
2There on the poplars we hung our harps, 3for there our captors asked us for songs, 
our tormentors demanded songs of joy; they said, “Sing us one of the songs of Zion!” 
4How can we sing the songs of the LORD while in a foreign land?  
5If I forget you, Jerusalem, may my right hand forget its skill.  
6May my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth if I do not remember you, if I do not 
consider Jerusalem my highest joy. 
7Remember, LORD, what the Edomites did on the day Jerusalem fell.  
“Tear it down,” they cried, “tear it down to its foundations!”  
8Daughter Babylon, doomed to destruction, happy is the one who repays you 
according to what you have done to us. 
9Happy is the one who seizes your infants and dashes them against the rocks. 
 
The Valley of Dry Bones 
37The hand of the LORD was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD 

and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones.  2He led me back and forth 
among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that 
were very dry.  3He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” 
I said, “Sovereign LORD, you alone know.” 
4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear 
the word of the LORD!  5This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will 
make breath enter you, and you will come to life.  6I will attach tendons to you and 
make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you 
will come to life.  Then you will know that I am the LORD.’” 
7So I prophesied as I was commanded.  And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, 
a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone.  8I looked, and tendons 
and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in 
them. 
9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, 
‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe 
into these slain, that they may live.’”  10So I prophesied as he commanded me, and 
breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a vast army. 
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11Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel.  They say, 
‘Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’  12Therefore prophesy 
and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: My people, I am going to open 
your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel.  
13Then you, my people, will know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves and 
bring you up from them.  14I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle 
you in your own land.  Then you will know that I the LORD have spoken, and I have 
done it, declares the LORD.’” 
 
PRAY 
 
I stood with my eyes closed, praying silently with the woman leading us in prayer. A 
gentle breeze wafted the fragrance of lilies from the huge floral wreath nearby.  
When the prayer ended, I opened my eyes, but I did not raise them.  I looked down; 
my gaze riveted on the scene below: a huge glass-covered underground vault filled 
with human bones.  These were just some of the remains of over 250,000 individuals 
- men, women, and children - who are buried at the Genocide Memorial in Kigali, 
Rwanda.  Over one million people died in less than one hundred days, between April 
7 and July 15, 1994.  It is not uncommon today for construction crews to unearth 
human remains, which are brought to the memorial, for identification (if that is even 
possible) and for appropriate burial. 
 
This vision that Ezekiel has is similar and as sobering.  An entire valley of dry bones.  
Dead. Lifeless.  To all appearances, worthless.   
God asks Ezekiel: “Can these bones live?”  Is God kidding??  Is this a rhetorical 
question to which the answer is “No possible way”?!?!  What is God trying to 
communicate through this very disturbing vision? 
 
Ezekiel gives his best “Hail Mary pass” when he replies to this question: 
“Sovereign Lord, you alone know.”  
Ezekiel lobs the conversational ball back into God’s court. 
Humanly speaking of course, this is a done deal, and if you’ll pardon the expression, 
it’s a “dead end”.  These bones are so dry they are deader than dead.   
 
But get ready to stretch your imagination - remember this is a vision that God is 
giving Ezekiel.  But who was Ezekiel?  It might help us to understand, if we know who 
he is and the context in which this vision occurs. 
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In recent weeks we have been focusing on Samuel, the judge and prophet of Israel 
who lived approximately 400 years before Ezekiel.  During the centuries between 
them, Israel had numerous kings who ruled over them.  Some were god-fearing kings 
who worshiped YHWH and respected God’s law and covenant; others went their 
own way and formed disastrous political alliances, entered into costly wars. They 
broke the covenant with YHWH and participated in the worship of pagan gods and 
religious practices. 
 
As a result, God allowed natural consequences: Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, 
led his massive armies in a decades long assault against Judah.  Jerusalem and much 
of the area was laid waste, the temple reduced to rubble, and its leaders - including 
Ezekiel himself - along with countless citizens were deported and forced into slavery 
in Babylon.  The Babylonian exile lasted approximately an entire generation (70 
years+/-). 
 
Given this context - and my mind goes to present parallels in the war between 
Ukraine and Russia - the situation is devastating.  The people become dispirited, 
depressed, despairing.  They are without help and without hope.  Those remaining 
in Judah suffer famine, disease, and despair as well.  Psalm 137 expresses their 
lament, the raw emotion resulting from extreme trauma. 
 
We hear their lament:  “‘Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut 
off.’ (v.11)  In ancient literary terms, such a reference to “bones” is an idiomatic way 
of referring to one’s deepest self, or in the case of “our bones”, a way for the 
community to refer to its most essential identity.  This vision of the valley of dry 
bones is a poetic and prophetic response to the hopeless situation in which God’s 
people find themselves. 
 
In giving Ezekiel this vision of the valley of dry bones, God is acknowledging that the 
core identity of God’s people has been decimated.  But that is NOT the end of the 
story!  God commands Ezekiel to prophesy - to preach to these dead, dry bones!  But 
what is Ezekiel supposed to say to these deaf, dry bones?? 
 
‘Dry bones, hear the word of the LORD!  5This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these 
bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life.  6I will attach tendons 
to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in 
you, and you will come to life.  Then you will know that I am the LORD.’” 
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As Ezekiel preaches, to his wondering ears (and ours!), a rattling sound can be heard 
as the bones become animated!  (I’m quite sure some of you recall an old song about 
“Dem bones”.  Its’ got a great beat but is not very accurate anatomical description.)  
 
As the bones reconnect, tendons, muscle and skin appear, but the essential 
ingredient – breath - is missing.  Without breath, there is NO life!  
 
Then God told Ezekiel to: “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to 
it, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Come, breath, from the four winds and 
breathe into these slain, that they may live.’”  10So I prophesied as he commanded 
me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet - a vast 
army. (v.7-10) 
 
In these 14 verses, the Hebrew word “ruach” occurs 9 times.  It is translated as 
“breath” (in v. 5,6,8,10), “wind” (v. 9) and “God’s own spirit” v.14).  While this one 
Hebrew word carries these various meanings, all of them are summed up as the life-
giving force that originates in God.  (Think the creation account in Genesis 2:7, “ Then 
the LORD God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life, and the man became a living being.”) 
 
The expressed purpose behind this graphic imagery and prophesy is to illustrate 
God’s intention that God’s people will once again, “Know that God is 
Jehovah/YHWH/the LORD!  God is willing and able to reestablish a relationship with 
his beloved, but disobedient people. 
 
This is an image of renewal, of restoration of the people of God! 
Though they remain in exile, they are reassured that God’s presence is as near to 
them as their own breath!  This vision does not alleviate their present suffering, but 
it does represent a promise of future reinstatement and return to their own land.  
Because God is present, they can breathe.  Hope is renewed! God is not finished with 
them yet. The future awaits! 
 
Over recent decades church membership has declined in all mainline 
denominations, including our own.  Calvary is representative of other congregations 
with aging congregations and facilities.  The causes for this are complex.  Several 
things are certain: 
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1—If we continue doing ministry in the future, the way we have in the past, it will 
yield the same results.  Something’s gotta change!  
2--How we respond to the changes in our culture and society is critical.  The Thriving 
Congregations initiative has been designed to help congregations rediscover the 
communities they serve and to create new ways of connecting.   
3—Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday, today, and forever!  Christ will never change. 
The work and presence of God’s Holy Spirit enlivens our faith and can energize our 
mission - if we are willing to join in the new thing that God is doing! 
4—Some of you have expressed concern to me about Calvary’s future.  The word 
“viability” comes to mind.  We lack children and youth, younger adults, families.  
How can we reach them with the Good News? 
 
Let me suggest that this is the work of the Holy Spirit, in cooperation with us.  If God 
is in the business of making all things new, of revitalizing once dead, dry bones, can 
God revitalize our church?  (YES) 
 
God can and God will.  God cannot do this alone.  You and I must roll up our sleeves 
and – figuratively - get down on our knees and pray.  When was the last time you 
prayed specifically for CPC - our staff, our elders and deacons, and for the TC cohort?  
We need daily prayer, as does our community!  We do not want Enumclaw to 
become the next Uvalde.  
 
What are we doing to build relational bridges into our community to support 
children and youth? 
 
What are we doing to address the problem of affordable housing in our community?  
It is painful to see and know that there are homeless people who are living in their 
vehicles, who are disabled, who are not addicts or alcoholics but who cannot afford 
even the smallest apartment. 
 
How are we using our facility to best address some of these needs and the needs of 
our local non-profit partners? 
 
In our personal devotion - our own prayer and Bible study, and our corporate 
worship, study and service, we must be inviting and welcoming the Holy Spirit’s 
renewing work.  Surely the Spirit can take us out of our old familiar ways and into 
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new areas of ministry and service that can and will revitalize our congregation and 
our community.   
 
IF we are willing to be changed…God can do the impossible and bring new life to old 
dry bones…if we are willing to die to our old way of doing things.  God can and will 
breathe new life into us if and when we wholeheartedly seek God’s will together. 
 
Can these dry bones live? 
Lord, you alone know. 
 
PRAY 
 
INTRODUCTION To Psalm 137 
If you haven’t figured it out already, there are parts of the Bible that are “X-rated”.  
But shh…I don’t want the Bible to banned!  There are parts that would and should 
offend us.  But this is one of the many reasons I love the Bible: it does not white-
wash or edit the truth about God OR the truth about (sinful) humanity. 
 
It is my personal conviction that every deeply felt human emotion is expressed 
somewhere in the Psalms.  Today’s Psalm reflects the thoughts and feelings of God’s 
people…it decries the devastation visited upon Jerusalem and the Temple. Now as 
captives in Babylon, they can no longer sing; all joy is gone.  They express raw 
emotion: overwhelming grief over that has been lost and left behind, and yes, they 
express the deep desire for revenge.  It is not a pretty picture, but it is authentic. 
 
Frankly I think it would resonate with many Ukrainians…particularly the family 
members of those who took refuge in the Theater in Mariupol; clearly visible the 
word “CHILDREN” in the Russian language was written in huge letters on the ground 
outside.  Yet on March 16, three hundred people died in that building when Russians 
attacked it.  
 
And so, be warned.  This Psalm ends with a graphic violent image of children.  It is in 
our Bible, not for shock value but for the very purpose of expressing the raw reality 
of human experience, both then and now… 


