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Questions Jesus Asks:                                                  Rev. Lynell M. Caudillo 
Need an Eye Exam?        June 2, 2019 
Matthew 7:1-5, Romans 2:1-11 
 
“Do not judge others, and you will not be judged.  2For you will be treated as you 
treat others.[a]  The standard you use in judging is the standard by which you will 
be judged.[b] 
3“And why worry about a speck in your friend’s eye when you have a log in your 
own?  4How can you think of saying to your friend, ‘Let me help you get rid of 
that speck in your eye,’ when you can’t see past the log in your own eye?  
5Hypocrite!  First get rid of the log in your own eye; then you will see well enough 
to deal with the speck in your friend’s eye.            
[Pray] 
 
Romans 2:1-11 
You may think you can condemn such people, but you are just as bad, and you 
have no excuse!  When you say they are wicked and should be punished, you are 
condemning yourself, for you who judge others do these very same things.  2And 
we know that God, in his justice, will punish anyone who does such things.  3Since 
you judge others for doing these things, why do you think you can avoid God’s 
judgment when you do the same things?  4Don’t you see how wonderfully kind, 
tolerant, and patient God is with you?  Does this mean nothing to you?  Can’t you 
see that his kindness is intended to turn you from your sin? 
5But because you are stubborn and refuse to turn from your sin, you are storing 
up terrible punishment for yourself.  For a day of anger is coming, when God’s 
righteous judgment will be revealed.  6He will judge everyone according to what 
they have done.  7He will give eternal life to those who keep on doing good, 
seeking after the glory and honor and immortality that God offers.  8But he will 
pour out his anger and wrath on those who live for themselves, who refuse to 
obey the truth and instead live lives of wickedness.  9There will be trouble and 
calamity for everyone who keeps on doing what is evil—for the Jew first and also 
for the Gentile.[a]  10But there will be glory and honor and peace from God for all 
who do good—for the Jew first and also for the Gentile.  11For God does not show 
favoritism. 
 
You know it is officially summertime when your favorite television show goes into 
reruns, and “America’s Got Talent” begins.  Remember Susan Boyle?  It was ten 
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years ago—2009—when she walked on the stage of Britain’s Got Talent.  A video 
clip of her original audition can be found online.  The judge’s eyes roll as the then 
47 year old, unemployed, ordinary woman walks onstage.  As she begins to sing, 
jaws drop, tears roll, and the audience is on its’ feet midway through the song.  
The judges had judged the “book by its cover!”   
 
It happened again earlier this week on AGT’s premier.  A fifteen-year-old, blind, 
autistic male walks onstage, accompanied by his mother.  Judges look askance.  
Once the teen sits at the piano and finds his key, he begins to play and sing.  The 
reaction is the same for Kodi Lee, as it was for Susan Boyle—everyone is blown 
away by his amazing talent! 
 
How quickly we judge one another…! 
Two judges from a small county happened to receive speeding tickets on the 
same day.  They agree that there's no point in calling the state Supreme Court to 
request a visiting judge; they'll just go ahead and hear each other's case.  The next 
morning, one judge takes the bench, the other sits at the counsel’s table.  The 
first judge admits he's guilty, and the second judge suspends the fine and court 
costs for him.  Upon switching places, the second judge pleads guilty as well, but 
the other judge fines him $200 plus all court costs.  The second judge is 
exceedingly upset: "I suspended your fine and court costs, but you sentence me to 
the maximum?!"  The first judge responded: "Well, recently we've had an 
increase in traffic violations.  SOMEBODY has to do something about it!" 
 
No one likes to be judged, do you? 
Jesus here asks a much harder question than the one last week.  Last week his 
question/answer was comforting. This question makes us squirm a bit. 
 
Many of us wear corrective lenses in order to have 20:20 vision.  My husband 
wears contact lenses, and then he puts on “readers” if he wants to read the 
newspaper or anything with fine print.  In fact, he recently purchased a four-pack 
of readers, and now they are placed strategically around the house so he doesn’t 
have to go looking for them! 
 
As we age we find our eyesight changes, doesn’t it?  But I wonder about our 
spiritual vision, if you will.  Jesus seems to indicate that age has little to do with 
we way we look at the world and other people in it. 
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Using intentional exaggeration—Jesus is actually making a joke—when he 
illustrates his point: If we have a plank in our own eye, how can we possibly 
assist in the removal of a speck of sawdust in the eye of another?  We should be 
laughing at the absurdity of it!  But then the truth of it hits home…and it isn’t 
quite so funny, is it?! 
 
Jesus is driving home his point, portraying one individual who fixes his/her gaze 
on something quite unimportant in someone else, and does not notice what is 
much more significant in oneself!  Such an offer of “help” is ridiculous! 
 
Jesus seems to think that we are quite skilled at criticizing the faults of others, 
while we are quite myopic/short-sighted in discerning our own faults! 
 
If our vision/perception is so significantly impaired, how can we attempt anything 
to do with improving the vision of another, without first dealing with our own 
impairment?? 
 
Then Jesus uses the “H” word.  Yep.  Hypocrite!   
The word ‘hypocrite’ ultimately came into English from the Greek word 
‘hypokrites ‘, which means “an actor” or “a stage player”.  The Greek word 
itself is a compound noun: it’s made up of two Greek words that literally 
translate as “an interpreter from underneath.”   In ancient Greek theater, 
actors wore large masks to indicate which character they were playing, and 
so it was said, actors “interpreted the story from underneath their masks”. 
The Greek word took on an additional meaning to refer to any person who 
was wearing a figurative mask and pretending to be someone or something 
they were not.  (https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/hypocrite-
meaning-origin) 
 
None of us want to be hypocrites, or “two-faced”.  We don’t intend to be. 
However, we get into trouble, as soon as our self-righteousness kicks in and we 
begin to see ourselves in some measure, as better than someone else, for 
whatever reason.   
 
Perhaps we are more intelligent (a member of MENSA or recipient of a “genius 
grant”), have a better education (all those letters behind one’s name), graduated 
from a more prestigious college/university (private vs. public), or live in a better 
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neighborhood (90210—being the zip code for Beverly Hills, CA, as made popular 
by a television show) OR whatever standard one might choose to use.  
 
Such criteria for judging others—intelligence, education, neighborhood, wealth or 
any human measure of “status”—have nothing to do with our worth in the eyes 
of God!  God does not so judge us!  Far from it, for as we learned last week that 
God loves and cares for each and every one of us, as God’s beloved children, 
made in God’s very image.  That fact, plus the one that Christ died to redeem 
each and every one of us, is what confers our value and worth.  Not any human 
category of value.    
 
While we cannot escape the influence of the world and culture, we can refuse to 
buy into it.  Where do we start?  By taking a clear-eyed look at ourselves.  (If I had 
the budget for it, each of you would have been handed a pocket size mirror as you 
came in this morning!)  Yes, this is an invitation from Jesus to self-examination.  In 
12-step programs, this is called a “searching moral inventory”, a brutally honest 
self-evaluation. 
 
While none of us like to be called “sinners”, the fact of the matter is that all of us 
are [sinners].  We can nuance the word: We fall short of the goal, we miss the 
mark, we are disobedient, we turn our backs on God, we go astray or get off the 
right path.  There are countless ways to describe “sin”, but perhaps the easiest is 
to ask this question: 
“What is at the center of ‘sin’  or “S-I-N”? “I” am! 
If I need to put others down in order to build myself up… 
If I need to denigrate others to feel better about myself… 
If I must judge others as inadequate and incompetent, in order to feel adequate 
and competent myself…I am the one who has the problem.  
 
John Burke, an author from Austin Texas, assumed that he was not a judgmental 
person, but just in case he was wrong, he tried an experiment.  For a whole week, 
he kept track of his judgements about other people.  Here’s what he discovered: 
“Judging others is fun!  Judging others makes you feel good…When I watch tv and 
those so called “reality” shows, I am sure the cast is comprised of “idiots” who are 
stupid, ignorant, or childish.  When I get in my car and drive, I encounter a whole 
host of inept drivers who must have flunked their driver’s tests!  When I get to 
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the grocery store I complain that the lines are made longer by people who cannot 
count to 12—“Look people, the sign says 12 items OR LESS!”   
 
He concludes: “Judging is our favorite pastime, if we’re honest—but we’re not!  
We’re great at judging others by standards we would highly resent being held to 
ourselves!” (John Burke, Mud and the Masterpiece, p.60) 
 
Sin is the great leveler—regardless of age/sex/race/economic or educational 
level—any human category which we may want to impose and thereby judge 
according to…all of us are equally sinners in need of God’s grace.  Because 
according to the Law—even the law of love—all of us are sinners.  All of us are 
guilty as charged. 
 
Jesus says simply: Do not judge others, unless we are prepared to be judged.  And 
by what standard shall we judge?  By what measure shall justice or mercy be 
measured out?  I brought some measuring cups from home.  Tell me what you 
think.  This is a nice one (smallest).  But I think I like this size better, don’t you? 
(medium size).  Yes, this one is perfect.  But I like to receive from this one (med) 
while I like to give from this one (smallest).  BUT GOD…measures out mercy 
toward us with this one far larger than this (largest)! 
 
So if we are recipients of God’s grace/love/mercy in abundant measure, who are 
we to be so stingy when it comes to judging others?  Are we not to share it with 
the same measure, a measure of abundance, toward others?   
 
“The Bible proclaims that at some unforeseeable time in the future, God will ring 
down the final curtain on history, and there will come a Day on which all our days 
and all the judgements upon us—and all our judgements upon each other—will 
themselves be judged.  The judge will be Christ.  In other words, the One who 
judges us most finally will be the one who loves us most fully.”  (Frederick 
Buechner, Wishful Thinking: A Theological ABC, p. 48) 
 
In God’s immeasurable love for us, God has withheld nothing from us, even God’s 
one and Only Son.  This is the meaning of the cross and the empty tomb. 
It is the meaning of this sacrament which we will share…Where we deserve 
judgement, God measure out mercy.  We do not get what we deserve, and that is 
meaning and measure of God’s amazing Grace! 
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And so dear sisters and brothers…may we first examine ourselves…may we be 
slow to judge others, if at all, for God alone is the judge of us all. 
Thanks be to God! 
Let us pray: 
 
 
 
 
 
 


