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Calvary Presbyterian Church 
Pastor Lynell Caudillo 
June 5, 2016  

Jesus’ Prayer for You and Me, Part 2 

John 17:12-26 

Last week we began to consider Jesus’ prayer, noting that it is one of the few actual 

prayers of his that is recorded for us.  I compared it with a commencement speech, 
noting that this and the previous two chapters are part of the Upper Room 
Discourse, or Jesus’ final parting words to his disciples.  

 

This prayer in John 17 consists of three sections:  
· verses 1-5, Jesus prays for Himself.  

· verses 6-19, He prays for that immediate group of eleven disciples  (Judas having 
gone to lay the trap for Jesus), and 
· verses 20-26, He prays for you and me—and all those who will come to faith in 

Christ, because of the ministry of the twelve!  He prays for the church, before it 
even exists! 

We believe that prayer makes a difference.  On at least three occasions last week, 

three different people told me that they had appreciated knowing that Calvary was 
praying for them, and that indeed it made a significant difference. 

Many of you are familiar with Heather and John Witherow, missionaries whom we 

support.  They had asked specifically for prayer as they were going to Zimbabwe to 
teach, and for their sons to have a vacation from their home schooling.  The 
specific prayer had to do with the border crossing which can be a challenge.  This 

week we received an update from Heather. 

When they were ten meters away from the final check point at the Beit Bridge 
Border crossing, their vehicle was approached by an official from the CIO, 

Zimbabwe’s equivalent to our CIA. John got out of the vehicle, showed them all 
their ID and official papers, including a document stating that the organization they 
work for does not sell anything in Zimbabwe. Still he was asked to open their 

trailer.  Two other officials joined the first one, as they asked John to open a box of 
their educational materials that Heather had prepared for her work with teachers. 

“What are these books?  Let me see one of these.  Are you planning to sell them?”  

they asked. 

John reiterated that no, the books were not for sale, only for instruction.  

Now quoting from Heather’s letter: 

“Then an amazing and miraculous thing happened!  

To John’s surprise, as the three men read through the material, they began to 
follow the instructions and sound out the words printed there.  Since we often 

exaggerate and lengthen sounds in phonemic awareness (a literacy concept 
Heather would be teaching), these three agents followed suit: 
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c-aaaaa-t,   mmmmm—oooooooo---ppppp,  and so on.   
Right there at the Beit Bridge Border post! 

Three agents sounded out words, one at a time.  Finally they stopped and asked 

John: “Can I buy this manual?”  “May I have one of these booklets for my children?  
Is it possible to photocopy it so I can share it with my friends?” 

Heather, who had been wondering if these manuals she had prepared would be 

useful to the teachers she intended to train, now had an amazing affirmation!  She 
gladly gave them copies, with permission to use them any way they found helpful. 

The CIO agent beamed, his eyes lit up.  “May God bless you for helping us!” 

A totally unexpected encounter at the border crossing!  Or was it?  God answers 

prayers!  Our prayers make a difference!  They did for the Witherows that day, and 
for those CIO agents as well! 

And so it is that Jesus prays for us, for those who would come to know Christ 

himself in a saving way, through the seeds of faith planted by those original eleven 
disciples.  Look around—you are answers to Jesus’ prayers! 

Isn’t that amazing? Yes, it is!! 

Jesus is a realist.  Better than anyone, Jesus knows the eleven disciples...he knows 

their political leanings, their personal issues, their propensity to sin, to competition, 
influences of the culture around them, etc.   
 

Jesus knows and prays that they and we will experience deep joy as a result of 
obedience.  But obedience will come at a cost, because the world is not a hospitable 

place.  The world is at odds with the Gospel and so there will be opposition and 
hard, challenging times.  Being Jesus’ disciples will not be an easy path to follow, 
and so Jesus prays for them and for us. 

Jesus prayer is for unity— I pray also for those who will believe in me through their 

message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in 
you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me… 

Jesus continues… 

…that they may be one as we are one— 23 I in them and you in me—so that they 

may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me, and 
have loved them, even as you have loved me. 

InterVarsity Christian Fellowship is a Christian ministry on college and university 

campuses.  Every three years IV sponsors URBANA, a student convention which 
focuses on missions and world evangelization.  Over 15,000 students gather on a 

campus in the mid-west to worship, study the bible, hear speakers and engage 
personally with who are on the ground around the world, “doing mission.”  At a 
recent URBANA, after the evening plenary sessions, smaller groups gathered across 

the campus for prayer and worship. 
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As you can imagine, many foreign students study on US campuses, and likewise 
they were represented at this conference.  Organizers, knowing the historic 

animosity between some of the Asian nations, arranged for various groups to meet 
in a large hall, but with movable partitions separating the Taiwanese group from 

the students from Hong Kong, and China.  But one evening as the Chinese students 
were praying, they were led by the Holy Spirit to move the barriers and invite the 
Taiwanese students to join them. 

They responded affirmatively.  Not long after they moved dividers again and invited 
the students from Hong Kong, Korea, and Japan—countries that have had long, 
deep disputes.  One of the leaders reported:  “Christ breaks down political and 

human barriers.  Moved by the Holy Spirit we are trying to live out what we have 
been learning from John’s Gospel.  This would never happen any other way.”  

(“Asian Students Tear Down Walls”, Urbana Today, by Corrie McKee 5/31/2010) 

What is the nature of this unity that Jesus prays for? And what does it look like?   

How will we recognize it, and more importantly, how will THE WORLD recognize it?? 

Is it doctrinal?  By signing on the dotted line, by endorsing a particular statement 
of faith, does this create unity?  

E. Stanley Jones said: “Talk about what you believe, you will have disunity. 

Talk about the One in Whom you believe, you will find unity.”  (Leadership 

Magazine, Vol. 8 No. 3) 

Christian denominations differ largely over doctrinal issues:  for instance, how to 
baptize (immersion or sprinkling), and when to baptize (at what age, should infants 

or children be baptized, what is the so-called ‘age of accountability’, etc.)  That is 
just one example. Sadly, doctrine does not unite us. 

Is unity organizational? 

Perhaps it would have made more sense if Jesus had prayed that the disciples 

would be one as the Roman army was one - fighting together as a single, 
disciplined unit, in allegiance to a single Emperor. 
 

Or Jesus might have prayed that the disciples would be one as the Sanhedrin were 
one.  It was common knowledge that this august group, an assembly of Jewish 

judges, all cast their vote as they were instructed to by the High Priest! 
 
In each of these examples there is a basic organizational or institutional unity, 

which is held together by strong leadership, and a rigid set of rules and 
expectations.  If you don’t conform, you are out! Simple! 

 
But Jesus does not use any of these analogies of “unity”. 

Instead he uses the language of relationships - specifically the intimate and 
mysterious relationship between Himself and His Heavenly Father.  

 



4 
 

The unity that Christ prays for is relational. 

Jesus prays, using powerful relational language, which points to a reality that we 
cannot fully explain, but we can experience. It is indeed the mystery and the 

miracle of Christian community that we experience. It is a place where our 
attempts to assert ourselves as individuals gives way to a greater sense of who we 

are as members of Christ’s body, the Church.  

Furthermore, we recognize the body as an entity, is more than the sum of its 
individual parts.  We are in Christ and Christ is in us, and we are connected to God 

through Christ, and we are connected to one another. 

The unity of which Christ speaks and for which Christ prays, is a gift from God the 
Father made possible through the Holy Spirit who indwells believers.  

Unity is not something we achieve…we do not earn it, it is not a result of our own 

effort. No amount of our work will accomplish it. It does not require our effort. 

If anything, unity requires the giving of ourselves, or the relinquishing of our wills 
to the will of the ONE who loves us and died for us.  This is a spiritual relationship 
that has a vertical aspect—our individual relationship with God, as well as a 

horizontal aspect—our relationships with our sisters and brothers in the body of 
Christ, the church.  

This unity serves a larger purpose—in that it “speaks” to the world. Like one’s 

individual body language which can wordlessly can convey joy or sadness or 
boredom, our unity in Christ “speaks” to the world of the reality of God’s love for 

us.  For only God can make of our very diverse personalities, experiences, and 
lives, a unity and oneness that conveys to the world something that our individual 
selves cannot:  That God so loves the world that he gave his one and only 

Son…that whosoever believes in Him, should not perish but have everlasting life!   

That reality—that love—is expressed uniquely in and through our unity as the Body 
of Christ, the Church.  The way believers treat one another is an essential 

component of proclaiming Jesus to the world. 

Mark Twain said, “You can tie two cats’ tails together and you have a union, but you 
do NOT have unity!”   

Last summer I arrived at a wedding, where the family had posted a hand-lettered 

sign at the entrance to the chapel.  It said, “Pick a seat, not a side.   We are all 
family.” That attitude applies to the church. There ought to be no sides in a church, 
except for God’s side. Unity in the body of Christ is a gift given by God! 

Unity—even this spiritual unity which Jesus prays for—does not mean the 

elimination of all differences.  Quite the contrary.  We are each unique children of 
God. We are each gifted with a spiritual gift for the good of the whole.  We bring 

different skills, knowledge, life experiences. Our diversity is also a God-given 
gift!   
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In his first letter to the Corinthians, chapter 12, Paul uses the analogy of the human 
body to describe the church.  Each part unique but essential, and necessary for the 

functioning of the whole. 

Another analogy to describe unity with diversity is a musical one. 

Perhaps you have seen this commercial for a Google Android (I had quite a time 
figuring out what was being advertised!)  A single musician is seated at a piano, 

playing Beethoven’s Moonlight Sonata, 3rd movement.  As his fingers fly over the 
keys, words flash across the screen:  “A piano has 88 keys.  Each one is different.”  

Then a new caption: “But what if they were all the same?”  With that the pianist 
switches to an identical piano and continues to play.  However, no matter what key 
he strikes, every note sounds as middle C.  As the pianist alternates, playing the 

two pianos, the final frame reads:  “Be together, not the same.” 

To unify is to bring things into harmony, not into unison, thus allowing for differing 
points of view– different notes in a chord, if you will.  

Unity is not making everyone 'sing' the identical note, rather it allows everyone to 

'sing' in harmony. Unity doesn't erase differences; it brings them together into a 
working unit that musically might be “pitchy” at times. On occasion there may be 

obvious discord, but the goal is to move toward a harmonic resolution. The world 
will always have opposites. But polarities can be brought into harmony -where 
differences, strengths, uniqueness, and distinctions can be blended into melodic 

composition.  

In Christ Jesus God reconciled the world to Himself – that is the Good News we 
have to share. We are all of one accord, united in and by faith in Christ. 

We may not always ‘sing’ the same musical note, but we are to seek harmony until 

all can hear the good news.  The goal is that all might receive Jesus as Savior and 
Lord and become a universe, a uni-verse, one verse, one song in praise of God's 

amazing love and grace.  (an idea from Ray Stedman) 

Our unity is a result of the Spirit’s work within us, bringing us into a relationship 
with God in Christ.  Ours is to know Christ, and to make Christ known. 

And so Jesus prays for us to make beautiful music together!  Jesus is still praying 
this prayer.  Why?  Because Jesus is a realist.  He knows we need it. 

But the next time you are inclined to think that God cannot use you, or that we 
don’t need you as a part of us, remember that these great people of faith were oh, 
so human: 

 

Abraham and Sara were too old, Jeremiah and Timothy were too young. 
Isaac was a daydreamer. 

Jacob was a liar. 
Joseph was abused. 
Moses was a stutterer. 

Gideon was fearful. 
Samson had long hair and was a womanizer. 
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Rahab was a prostitute. 
David had an affair and was a murderer. 

Elijah was depressed, and suicidal. 
Jonah ran from God. 

Naomi was a widow. 
Peter denied Christ --3 times! 
The Disciples fell asleep on the job, while praying. 

Martha was a worrier. 
Mary Magdalene was promiscuous. 

The Samaritan woman was divorced, multiple times. 
 
Are you getting the picture? 

God loves each one of us.   

No matter what we have done, God can forgive and heal our past.   

God can use each and every one of us individually.  

And miracle of miracles—God can take a disparate group of people like you and me, 
and make us one in and through Jesus Christ! 

May it be so!    Thanks be to God! 
 
 


