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Growing in the Likeness of Christ         Rev. Lynell M. Caudillo 
Through the Holy Spirit                 May 30, 2021 
 
This summer we will be considering the “fruits of the Spirit” and how these are 
grown in our lives for the purpose of our own edification, and more.  The focus of 
this message is on the role and work of the Holy Spirit in our lives today. 
 
Selected verses from John 14 
15“If you love me, keep my commands.  16And I will ask the Father, and he will give 
you another advocate to help you and be with you forever—17the Spirit of truth.  
The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him.  But you 
know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.  18I will not leave you as orphans; 
I will come to you.  19Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will 
see me.  Because I live, you also will live. 
 
John 16:7-15 
7But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away.  Unless I go away, 
the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.  8When he 
comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness and 
judgment: 9about sin, because people do not believe in me; 10about righteousness, 
because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; 11and about 
judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned. 
12“I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear.  13But when he, 
the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth.  He will not speak on 
his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come.  
14He will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what he will make 
known to you.  15All that belongs to the Father is mine.  That is why I said the Spirit 
will receive from me what he will make known to you.” 
 
Romans 8 
14For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God.  15The Spirit 
you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the 
Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship.  And by him we cry, 
“Abba, Father.”  16The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s 
children. 
 
PRAY 
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Pentecost is often called “the birthday of the church”, as on that day (in Acts 2) the 
promised Holy Spirit comes upon the believers in Jerusalem, empowering them to 
carry on Jesus’ earthly ministry…and to take the Good News of God’s love “to 
Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  We considered the so 
called “Gentile Pentecost” in Acts 10, where God sent the Holy Spirit upon 
Cornelius, a Roman centurion and all his family.  This event demonstrates the fact 
that unlike the exclusiveness of the old covenant, the new covenant in Christ is 
open to ALL, by simply putting one’s trust in Christ as Savior and Lord.   
 
In fact, the Holy Spirit is at work in our lives often before we become consciously 
aware of it.  Surely this was true in the life of Cornelius.  He was a “God-fearer”, a 
devout, prayerful, and generous person.  That is clear evidence that God’s Spirit 
was already at work in his life, before Peter showed up on the scene!   
 
But the Holy Spirit was not hiding a closet somewhere until that first Pentecost! 
Quite the contrary!  The Holy Spirit is personal, not an “it”.  Because of the limits of 
language, we call God “he” but God is neither male nor female, transcending 
sexuality.  As one of the three persons of the Holy Trinity - God the Father, Christ 
the Son, and God the Holy Spirit - The Spirit is the one who takes what Jesus did 
and applies it to our lives, allowing us to live as God’s children.  
 
The Spirit was present and participated in the creation of the world!  In fact, in the 
second verse of Genesis - in the very beginning - we are told “the Spirit of God was 
moving over the waters.” (Genesis1:2)  The Hebrew word for God used in Genesis 
1 is “Elohim” which is plural.  It is understood that the Trinity - The Father, Son and 
Spirit - were all engaged in the act of creation! 
 
Throughout the Old Testament, the Spirit of God is mentioned as resting upon 
various individuals - the King of Israel, as well as upon the Prophets of the God of 
Israel.  In the New Testament, with the coming of Christ, the Son of God, there is 
increasing mention of and engagement of the Holy Spirit in the lives of ordinary 
people. 
 
Jesus himself compared the work of the Spirit to the wind.  We cannot see the wind, 
but we can see its effects.  We cannot see with our eyes the air moving at high 
speeds, but we can easily see the trees swaying and being uprooted by such a wind!  
The Holy Spirit can be “seen” by the effect the Spirit has on people in whom he 



3 
 

dwells…through the fruit they grow and the spiritual gifts they demonstrate.  (More 
about those in upcoming messages!)  The point?  The effect of the Spirit becomes 
obvious in our behavior. 
 
In the final lesson that Jesus taught his disciples, he teaches about the Holy Spirit.  
He uses a word for the Spirit, which does not have an exact equivalent in English. 
“Paraclete” means “one who comes alongside”.  So various translations use 
different expressions all of which carry the idea of a “helper”:  Counselor. 
Comforter.  Advocate.  Supporter.  Friend.  Ally.  Guide. 
 
I do not know about you, but when the news and the situation in the world is so 
often negative and terrifying, what consolation there is knowing that God’s Spirit 
within me (and you) fulfills all these various roles!   
 
Jesus repeatedly uses the expression, “Spirit of truth” (John 14:17, 15:26, 16:13).  
The Holy Spirit is not a renegade, doing his own thing, if you will.  Because the 
Father, Son and Spirit are One - and this is a mystery - whatever the Spirit says or 
does, will be in complete agreement, in unity with the Father and the Son.  The 
Spirit will never contradict the Word of God because it is impossible for the Spirit 
to be/do/reflect anything other than the Truth.   
 
Because the Spirit is truthful, we can be confident when Jesus says…that the Spirit 
“ will teach you all things and will remind you of everything he [Jesus] has said…” 
(John 14:26).  This is good news, isn’t it?  I often need to be reminded of what Jesus 
has said!  That is the job of the Holy Spirit! 
 
Since the Spirit is often at work - in ways both seen and unseen - we may come to 
the realization, as Cornelius and Peter did, that Cornelius’ faith had been taking 
shape, even before Peter showed up to baptize him and his family.  While it is not 
easy to describe, the Spirit draws us toward Christ, like a magnet attracts metal. 
 
God can use people, circumstances, the Bible, and countless other ways to gently 
persuade us into the realization that first, we are sinners in need of God’s grace. 
Secondly, that because of the death and resurrection of Jesus, we find forgiveness 
and belonging in God’s family!     
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Jesus said: 8And when he comes, he will convict the world of its sin, and of God’s 
righteousness, and of the coming judgment.  (9The world’s sin is that it refuses to 
believe in me.  10Righteousness is available because I go to the Father, and you will 
see me no more.  11Judgment will come because the ruler of this world has already 
been judged.) (John 16:8-11) 
 
Each of these terms - sin, righteousness (or justice) and judgement were familiar to 
Jesus’ listeners.  What is new is that they are redefined in relationship to Jesus: “Sin 
is rejecting Jesus; justice is what God has done for Jesus; judgement is what Jesus 
has accomplished already by his death” and resurrection. (P.391, John, Rodney 
Whitacre) 
 
In Romans 8, the Apostle Paul teaches a unique truth about Christianity: God the 
Father adopts us as his children, making Christ our brother!   
12Therefore, dear brothers and sisters, you have no obligation to do what your 
sinful nature urges you to do.  13For if you live by its dictates, you will die.  But if 
through the power of the Spirit you put to death the deeds of your sinful nature, 
you will live.  14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 
15So you have not received a spirit that makes you fearful slaves.  Instead, you 
received God’s Spirit when he adopted you as his own children.  Now we call him, 
“Abba, Father.”  16For his Spirit joins with our spirit to affirm that we are God’s 
children. 
 
When Jon and Lori Fuller, were working with a youth group in Nebraska, they met 
Amanda - a teenage girl the same age as their son, Wesley.  Amanda’s parents were 
abusive.  Eventually she was removed from their home by child protective services.  
John and Lori became her foster parents. 
 
After several years, and with the consent of their two sons, Jon and Lori legally 
adopted Amanda.  She now shares their last name, and the state even issued her a 
new birth certificate!  Now Jon and Lori have three legal heirs, and Amanda has two 
brothers.  Her biological parents have no relationship with her, legal or otherwise, 
nor she with them. 
 
Jon and Lori had thought of Amanda as their daughter for a long time, but when 
asked if anything felt different after that day at the courthouse when the adoption 
was finalized, Jon replied, "Absolutely!  When it was official there was a huge 
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change - sort of like seeing your newborn for the first time.  And for Amanda, there 
was a change in her, too.  Now she had no doubt that she belonged, she is our 
daughter, one of us, she is family.” 
 
Think about it: God has given us a new name (his), a new legal standing (we are his 
responsibility and his heirs), and a new family (brothers and sisters in Christ, and 
God as our true Father).  But God goes even further.  God gives us something that 
Jon and Lori could never give Amanda.  God gives us his Holy Spirit.  It is as if God 
gives us his DNA.  But even more than that, God implants in us - God’s own heart 
and mind, God’s own character - through the indwelling Holy Spirit. 
 
May it be so, that when others look at us and observe how we live our lives they 
will say, "My!  You bear a striking resemblance to your brother Jesus, and your 
Father God as well!" 
 
I do not know if you have ever tried to describe to another, a person with whom 
you enjoy a very close, intimate relationship.  It is not easy!  Having done my best - 
using many of Jesus’ own words to describe the Holy Spirit - I find words alone are 
inadequate.  How much better to experience that relationship oneself!  
 
“If you openly declare that ‘Jesus is Lord’ and believe in your heart that God raised 
him from the dead, you will be saved.” (Romans 10:9) “…No one can say “Jesus is 
Lord”, except by the Holy Spirit.” (I Corinthians 12:3)  
 
It is as easy as A-B-C: 
Admit to God that you are sinner in need of God’s grace.  Repent, which means to 
change your mind, change direction, turn toward God and away from self. 
Believe that Jesus is god’s son and accept God’s gift of forgiveness. 
Confess your faith in Jesus Christ, as you trust him as your Savior and Lord. 
You will not be disappointed! 
 
PRAY. 
 
Benediction 
May we be blessed, knowing and glorifying God as we live into this truth: 
God the Father is God for us. God the Son is God with us. God the Holy Spirit is God 
in us. 


