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The boy Samuel ministered before the LORD under Eli.  In those days the word of 
the LORD was rare; there were not many visions.  2One night Eli, whose eyes were 
becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying down in his usual place.  3The 
lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the house of the 
LORD, where the ark of God was.  4Then the LORD called Samuel. 
Samuel answered, “Here I am.”  5And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called 
me.”  But Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.”  So he went and lay down.  
6Again the LORD called, “Samuel!”  And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, 
“Here I am; you called me.”  “My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” 
7Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD: The word of the LORD had not yet been 
revealed to him.  8A third time the LORD called, “Samuel!”  And Samuel got up and 
went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” 
Then Eli realized that the LORD was calling the boy.  9So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie 
down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’”  So 
Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
10The LORD came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!”  
Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 
11And the LORD said to Samuel: “See, I am about to do something in Israel that will 
make the ears of everyone who hears about it tingle.  12At that time I will carry out 
against Eli everything I spoke against his family - from beginning to end.  13For I told 
him that I would judge his family forever because of the sin he knew about; his sons 
blasphemed God, and he failed to restrain them.  14Therefore I swore to the house 
of Eli, ‘The guilt of Eli’s house will never be atoned for by sacrifice or offering.’” 
15Samuel lay down until morning and then opened the doors of the house of the 
LORD.  He was afraid to tell Eli the vision, 16but Eli called him and said, “Samuel, my 
son.” Samuel answered, “Here I am.” 
17“What was it he said to you?” Eli asked.  “Do not hide it from me.  May God deal 
with you, be it ever so severely, if you hide from me anything he told you.”  18So 
Samuel told him everything, hiding nothing from him.  Then Eli said, “He is the LORD; 
let him do what is good in his eyes.” 
19The LORD was with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none of Samuel’s words fall 
to the ground.  20And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba recognized that Samuel was 
attested as a prophet of the LORD.  21The LORD continued to appear at Shiloh, and 
there he revealed himself to Samuel through his word. 



Hebrews 1:1- 4, Good News Translation 
In the past God spoke to our ancestors many times and in many ways through the 
prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us through his Son.  He is the one 
through whom God created the universe, the one whom God has chosen to possess 
all things at the end.  3He reflects the brightness of God's glory and is the exact 
likeness of God's own being, sustaining the universe with his powerful word.  After 
achieving forgiveness for the sins of all human beings, he sat down in heaven at the 
right side of God, the Supreme Power. 
 
PRAY 
 
I was in the pediatrician’s office.  Again.  Our son Christopher suffered recurring ear 
infections.  We were concerned that his speech development was delayed. 
As he examined him, the doctor asked me: 
“Do you think Chris is ‘mother deaf’?” 
“What??”  I was clueless. 
“You know, he’s with you all the time, so he just tunes you out: ‘mother deaf’!” 
 
I thought to myself: If Chris were 12 and a half instead of two and a half, maybe. 
But no, I did not think that was the problem.  Soon, results of hearing tests at 
Oregon Health Sciences University lab, showed conclusively that Chris was totally 
deaf in one ear, with near normal hearing in the other!  That explained a lot!     
 
Fast-forward many years to March 5th, 2020. Our son Chris called us: 
“You have a new granddaughter, Eleanor June!  She’s perfect. And Mom, her 
hearing is normal in both ears!” 
 
Today, newborns have their hearing tested before they leave the hospital.  When 
Chris was born, that was not the case. 
 
Hearing loss is a hidden disability.  One does not know what one is missing.  Once 
we knew of Christopher’s hearing loss, we could be proactive in doing what we 
could to preserve the hearing he did have; get him assistance with speech therapy 
and teach him strategies to cope with his disability.  Thankfully he has learned to 
navigate in the world quite well. 
 



Previously we focused on the relationship of Hannah and God, and how the birth 
of Samuel was in response to her deep, heart-felt prayers.  Once he was weaned, 
Hannah kept her promise to God and took Samuel to live in the tabernacle environs, 
under the watchful care of aging Eli the priest.  
 
Now Samuel is surrounded by sacred objects, immersed in the daily routines of 
sacrifice and worship, and he sleeps adjacent to the most holy place of all where 
the Ark of the Covenant is kept.  Yet we are told “In those days the word of the LORD 

was rare; there were not many visions”. (v2)   
We are also told that “… Samuel did not yet know the LORD: The word of the LORD 

had not yet been revealed to him.  (v.7) 
It would seem that the people had grown “God-deaf”, for lack of familiarity with 
God’s voice. 
 
Into this context, God speaks, calling Samuel by name. 
Samuel hears a voice, which he believes is Eli’s.  Samuel goes to him without 
hesitation.  After the third repeat performance, Eli catches on.  He tells Samuel: “If 
this happens again, don’t come to me.  It’s not me calling you.  It is God!  Listen to 
Him!” (v.9) 
 
Sure enough, when Samuel hears the voice a fourth time, he does as Eli instructed.   
He responds: “Speak LORD, for your servant is listening.” 
At that point, the Lord speaks.  Unfortunately, Yahweh speaks a word of judgement 
on Eli and his sons for their failure to take their priestly responsibilities seriously.  
His sons had committed blasphemy and Eli failed to restrain them; hence God’s 
judgement is severe.  This is difficult news for a young Samuel to share with his 
mentor, but he is obedient.   
 
After this, as Samuel grows physically, he grows spiritually.  The Lord “… continues 
to appear at Shiloh where he reveals himself through his word.” (v.21) 
 
Several observations: 
First, there are some religions that believe God may have been active in creation, 
but has little or no ongoing interest or involvement in the created world.  Not so 
with the God of the Bible!  God desires a personal relationship with us, as we are 
made in God’s very image. 



Second, Samuel is a child.  Perhaps by now about twelve years old, we do not know 
for sure.  What we do know is that he is a youth.  We might be inclined to dismiss 
a person so young, and their spiritual experience.  However, if we have learned 
anything from God’s Word it is that age is irrelevant to God’s ability to use a 
person.  True of Abraham and Sarah, true of Elizabeth and Zachariah on the senior 
end of the age spectrum, and true of Samuel, of Jeremiah, and of Timothy on the 
young end of the same spectrum.  
Third, this story turns on the ability not just to hear, but to listen.  Also, there is a 
bit of divine comedy and irony here: Samuel’s very name means: “God hears”, yet 
Samuel hears God’s call but needs help to actually listen! 
In this regard, in verse 11, God says:  “See, I am about to do something in Israel 
that will make the ears of everyone who hears about it tingle.” 
What perks up your hearing?  The stock market reports of late?  The latest reports 
of the conflict in Ukraine or tensions between North Korea and everyone else?  
News of recent mass shootings in a New York grocery store and a Taiwanese church 
in California?  All these events are deeply disturbing.  At the very least, they are 
likely to make our ears tingle with anxiety. 
The word God announced to Samuel, was a word of judgement against Eli.  While 
it was bad news, it was necessary in order for God to do a new and hopeful thing, 
by promoting Samuel to a place of godly leadership. 
Friends, I would encourage us to listen carefully to what God is saying to us today.  
What makes our ears tingle?  It is a word of judgement? It is it a word of hope?  We 
are Easter people.  God is in the business of making all things new.  How can we be 
a part of that hopeful, good news? 
Fourth, there is a difference between “knowing the LORD” and knowing about 
him (v.7). Samuel was being raised in the tabernacle, surrounded by the sacred, 
participating daily in religious rituals.  Familiarity with such things does not 
guarantee a mature spirituality, let alone a vital relationship with the Living God!   
In other words, we may know a lot of facts about Jesus.  We may have committed 
chapters of the Bible to memory and have gone to church every Sunday for the 
majority of our lives.  But if we lack a personal relationship with Christ, we are 
lacking the most important thing of all.  God loves each one of us and desires to 
know us personally, and vice versa.   
 
Suppose I read every biography and even an autobiography of say, Pope Francis, 
read every interview he ever gave, etc.  Until and unless I meet him in person and 



cultivate a personal relationship with him, only then will I be able to say that I know 
him, vs. knowing facts about him.  
 
So it is with Samuel.  He is in the right setting, but he has yet to “know” God, to 
experience the revelation of God, until God speaks, until Samuel listens to him.  So 
too, we may know many facts about Jesus, but until we meet Christ “face to face” 
and develop a personal relationship with him, we will not “know” him.  This kind of 
knowledge comes from inviting Christ into our lives as Savior and Lord, spending 
time in and with the Word of God, in worship and service, in communion with other 
believers who also know Christ.  
 
If you are like me, there have been times in my life when I have wanted to hear a 
word from the Lord.  Not an audible word necessarily, but a “word” nonetheless.  I 
wanted to know for certain an answer to a particular question.  Usually these were 
at critical crossroads, when I was facing a major life decision: 
What course of study should I pursue in college?   
Whom shall I marry?  
Into what kind of vocation was God calling me, and so on. 
 
I never heard an audible voice speak my name as Samuel did, however I am certain 
that I heard a word a from God.  That is because, God guides us in a variety of ways, 
here are some: 
1.  God’s Word, the Bible, offers very clear, unambiguous guidance for how to 

live our lives in this world.  We do well to live in obedience to what is clearly 
revealed there, what we know and understand to be clearly stated there, such 
as the ten commandments.  But sadly, few Americans today can name even 
half of the top ten!  Anything contrary to what is revealed in God’s Word, 
will NOT be in accordance with the will of God. 

 
2. God speaks through circumstances.  In other words, doors of opportunity 

open, and close.  It is ours to prayerfully consider whether or not to go 
forward.  

 
3. God speaks through people.  We need trusted, spiritually mature mentors 

in our lives.  Sometimes we have that role in the lives of others.  On one 
occasion I was contacted about having a role in the larger church, which 
would have involved significant time away from my then growing family.  



When I mentioned the opportunity to an elder, her immediate response was: 
“You’re not going to accept, are you?”  I was somewhat surprised by her 
reaction, but she went on to make several cogent observations.  I replied that 
I was praying about the opportunity.  The more I prayed, I could see that the 
timing was not right.  My friend was wise to share her concerns with me. 

 
4. God confirms God’s will, often through His body, the church.  God can use a 

process of both individual and corporate discernment when we study God’s 
word together, engage in thoughtful and prayerful discussion.  I trust that 
our elders and deacons, and other groups of believers who prayerfully seek 
the mind of Christ will be directed by the Holy Spirit, in accordance with the 
scriptures. 
 

Friends, God’s will for us not a deep unfathomable mystery.  God’s will is readily 
revealed to us.  In fact, we are most blessed, even more than Samuel.  Why?  
Because as the author of Hebrews tells us, because while God speaks in many and 
various ways, God has spoken most eloquently and uniquely through the Son, Jesus 
Christ.  We can know Jesus Christ, who is the Word of God incarnate, Immanuel, 
God with us, “God-with-skin-on”.   
 
We live in a noisy world where many voices try to get our attention and would seek 
to influence our lives in significant ways.  The truth of it is, 
God is always speaking.  
 
The question we must ask ourselves is this: 
Are we “God deaf”? 
The challenge is to listen to Jesus.  
And having heard, we must obey.   
May we, like Samuel, say to our Lord:   
“Speak Lord, for we your servants are listening!” 
 
PRAY 


