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Don’t Just Stand There…!                                          Rev. Lynell M. Caudillo 
Acts 1:1-11                Ascension Sunday, May 16, 2021 
 
Introduction: Acts of the Apostles is a sequel to Luke’s Gospel, and is also written 
by Luke.  In this introduction, he recaps how the Gospel concluded and continues 
with the events that follow.  This event - the Ascension of Jesus into heaven - later 
became a feast day for the church.   
 
ACTS 1:1-11,  
In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to 
teach 2until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through 
the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen.  3After his suffering, he presented 
himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive.  He appeared 
to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.  4On one 
occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not 
leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard 
me speak about.  5For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 
6Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going 
to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
7He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by 
his own authority.  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.” 
9After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from 
their sight. 
10They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two 
men dressed in white stood beside them.  11“Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do 
you stand here looking into the sky?  This same Jesus, who has been taken from 
you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into 
heaven.” 
 
PRAY 
 
Unlike Christmas, Ascension Day is one Christian holiday that Madison Avenue and 
Hallmark have not co-opted.  I guess it would be hard to do that since the guest of 
honor, disappears in the middle of it!   
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It strikes me as I have been meditating on this passage this week, is that there are 
parallels to our recent experience with Covid19 and what the disciples of Jesus 
were experiencing.   
 
Over the last 12-14 months, our lives have been turned upside down.  Many things 
we thought we knew, have come into question.  The ways we conduct our lives 
changed radically.  We long for “normality” (whatever that is).  We are grateful that 
with the advent of the vaccine, we have somewhat greater freedom to return to 
what we all agree will be a “new normal”.  Yet in some regards, we are still waiting. 
Until we get to that “new normal”, we are living “in between”. 
 
Imagine with me what the disciples have experienced: Since meeting Jesus three 
years prior, their lives have been turned upside down.  They have left everything - 
jobs and livelihoods, in some cases, family - to follow Jesus.  They have listened to 
Jesus’ teaching, they have observed multiple miracles of healing, both physical and 
mental.  They were present when Jesus fed thousands of people.  They have been 
party to power struggles and misunderstandings between Jesus and the religious 
and political leaders of the day.  They have gone on short term mission trips, and 
ministered in Jesus’ name themselves, experiencing first-hand a taste of the 
Kingdom of God of which Jesus taught.   
 
They had also been present for Jesus’ betrayal, his arrest, and mock trial, his 
beating, his crucifixion.  This was NOT at all what they had in mind when they 
accepted Jesus’ invitation to follow him.  It all seemed like a nightmare as Jesus’s 
lifeless body was laid in a borrowed tomb.  But three days later, the Resurrected 
Living Lord appeared to them!  As noted here by Luke, the risen Christ appeared to 
them over a period of forty days, in a variety of situations and contexts.   
 
What is the significance of the number “forty”?  The number forty in referencing 
time - days or years, is mentioned throughout scripture (146 times).  Usually, it 
refers to a period of testing or a period that comes before results - an “in between 
time”.  For example, Moses spent 40 days on Mt. Sinai receiving instructions from 
Yahweh, which included the ten commandments.  The people of Israel wandered 
in the wilderness for 40 years, because of their disobedience before entering the 
Promised Land.  After his baptism and before he began his public ministry, Jesus 
fasted and was tested in the wilderness for 40 days.  
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In this instance, forty days refer to the time period between Jesus’ Resurrection 
and his Ascension.  It is a period in which Jesus gives final instructions to his 
disciples.  What is the content of his teaching?  The Kingdom of God! 
 
I find it interesting that, after all of Jesus’ teaching on this topic, the disciples seem 
as if they still do not “get it”.  They are fixated on the topic.  They betray their lack 
of understanding in the question they ask: 
“Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” (v. 6) 
 
Somehow, they are still expecting Jesus to establish an earthly reign then and there.  
Jesus’ response is telling:   “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father 
has set by his own authority.” 
Basically, Jesus says: This is not your concern.  Dad has it covered!  Your focus is to 
go back to Jerusalem and wait… 
 
Then something happens for which there is no obvious explanation: Jesus defies 
gravity.  He ascends, rising up into the sky until he disappears in the clouds. 
 
As a very young child, 3 or 4 years of age, I remember going with my sister and 
mother to take my father to the airport in Fresno.  I have a very clear memory of 
the old terminal building (which is no longer there).  Since this was long before TSA 
restrictions, all of us went to the gate.  My sister and I stared through the huge 
window, watching our father walk onto the tarmac, climb the steps to the landing 
where he turned and waved at us before disappearing inside the airplane.  Soon 
after the door closed, the plane backed out and we watched as it took off.  As it got 
smaller and smaller my little brain was concerned that my daddy was shrinking with 
the plane.  Of course, he was not.  
 
As the disciples stood gazing upwards, two messengers from God appear and ask 
them: “Why do you stand here looking into the sky?”  The implication is - don’t just 
stand there, hurry up and wait!  And they reassure the disciples that Jesus will 
return. 
 
Having done everything, he could to build up their faith and encourage them for 
carrying on ministry, without him, Jesus has a plan.  Mind you, Jesus has no 
intention of abandoning his disciples.  He had told them previously (in John’s Gospel 
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14:18) “I will not leave you as orphans” and he previously said an “advocate”, “the 
Spirit of Truth” would come to them. (John 14: 16,17).  
 
Here the Risen Christ gives them both a command and a promise: “Do not leave 
Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me 
speak about.  5For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 1: 4-5) 
 
I do not know about you, but I do not like to wait.  Do you??   
In our culture we tend to view waiting as passive; something to be endured.  
Wasted time.  We sit. We twiddle our thumbs.  We scroll through a newsfeed or 
emails on our phone.  As a child I found it excruciation to wait for Christmas to 
arrive to open gifts.  Maybe you did too! 
 
But waiting in scripture is not passive, but active.  How do the disciples wait?  What 
do the disciples do??  They obey; they return to Jerusalem, return to the upper 
room.  Women and men alike, gather to pray.  Prayer is central to their life 
together.  Prayer is perhaps the most important activity in which we engage as 
believers.  In the OT, prayer is sometimes called “waiting on God”.  In prayer we 
listen to God, we ask for and find direction.  Individually and corporately prayer is 
essential!  And it is when they are praying that they receive their gift! 
 
What is the nature of this gift? Jesus explains: 8But you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
 
Have you ever wanted to be in more than one place at the same time?  Often at 
this time of year - in a normal (not Covid) year - we might easily discover that we 
are invited to both a wedding and a graduation on the same weekend in different 
locations.  We would love to be present at both, but it is simply impossible!  (So, 
we must choose one of the two.) 
 
Even the Risen Christ could not be in two places at once!  The incarnation is unique 
to Christianity - the fact that God in Christ came to earth, wrapped in human flesh, 
and lived among us.  As such, Jesus was confined-as we are - to a human body.  
Even in his resurrected body, this was still one limitation that Jesus experienced.   
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But now, Jesus says, I am sending the Holy Spirit to be with each of you.  The Spirit 
is not some consolation prize since Jesus is now in heaven…not at all!  The Holy 
Spirit of God is the third full member of the Holy Trinity; wholly God, but unlimited 
and unfettered.  The Spirit lacks a body unless the Spirit finds a dwelling place in 
you and me and other disciples.   
 
Why is this Good News? 
One, because we now are empowered to be witnesses, as were the first disciples. 
Ours is to tell others about what we have seen and heard, and witness to others 
about Christ. 
And two, because now through God’s indwelling Spirit, Christ is not limited to being 
in one place at one time.  God in Christ through the indwelling Spirit - is present in 
you - in me - in each believer, without limitation of time, space, or geography! 
 
So, what are we to make of the Ascension of Jesus?  Of what significance is it for 
us today?  It is a reminder to us that we too await the return of Christ!  We have it 
on good authority that Jesus will return, and God the Father is in control of the 
timing!  Our focus is not sky/stargazing.  Our focus today, like the focus of the 
disciples then, is to pray and wait for the Spirit to move us forward! 
 
Brothers and Sisters, you are aware that due to the pandemic, Calvary has had its 
physical doors closed for over a year.  While we are slowly “reopening”, please be 
praying with our elders and pastors about the future.   We face important decisions:  
Decisions about health and safety as we return to our sanctuary for worship;  
Decisions about delayed building maintenance that must be addressed;  
We need to be thinking creatively of how to do ministry this summer and beyond.   
 
Please be praying for our Thriving Congregations Cohort - this group will be meeting 
tomorrow and regularly throughout the next two years to study, pray, worship, and 
think creatively about how Calvary can engage our community in new and 
meaningful ways.  And praying is something everyone of us can do!  It does not 
require any particular skill, physical ability or equipment.  It requires our 
commitment! 
 
We need Holy Spirit’s wisdom and guidance as we face the future together and 
continue to serve the Lord in what will most likely be, a “new” normal! 
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So don’t just stand there…or sit there…start “waiting” on the Lord, start praying!   
 
PRAY 
This prayer is written by Teresa of Avila (1515–1582) 
 
Christ has no body but y/ours, 
No hands, no feet on earth but y/ours, 
Y/ours are the eyes with which he looks 
Compassion on this world, 
Y/ours are the feet with which he walks to do good, 
Y/ours are the hands, with which he blesses all the world. 
Y/ours are the hands, your/s are the feet, 
Y/ours are the eyes, you/we are his body. 
Christ has no body now but y/ours, 
No hands, no feet on earth but y/ours, 
Y/ours are the eyes with which he looks 
compassion on this world. 
Christ has no body now on earth but y/ours. 
As we worship the Ascended Christ, 
Fill us afresh with your Spirit 
That we indeed might be Christ’s body on this earth. 
We pray in the name of the Risen, Ascended Christ, 
Amen 


