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Today's sermon is the second in a series that will be looking at some amazing 
people from the Old Testament. 
 
God reveals himself and his will in a number of ways.  Throughout history, God has 
spoken directly to his people.  In Genesis 12:1, we see the Lord speaking to Abram; 
In Exodus 3:5, we see the Lord speaking to Moses.  
 
God also has spoken through dreams and visions.  He has sent angels to deliver his 
message.  The Lord speaks through scripture.  The common ingredient with the 
recipient is the right relationship between the people he has spoken to to.  The Lord 
has even literally written on the wall, as described in Daniel. 
 
God speaks through his scriptures in both Old and New Testaments.  In these stories 
of God's interactions, we can glean information about how we may deepen our 
relationship with God.  
 
Today's sermon focuses on how God spoke through his prophet, Samuel.  The 
largest body of prophetic revelation is found in the books of the prophets, from 
Isaiah through Malachi.  
 
Remembering the context of today's scripture is important.  You will remember 
that this was a time when Israel was largely distant from the Lord.  The Lord's 
silence was deafening in those days because of the hardness of heart among the 
people of Israel and the corruption of the priesthood.  Samuel was born in a time 
when Israel was being governed by judges and it was an "anything goes" society. 
There is the classic line that describes this time of great sin, low spirituality, and 
neglect of their relationship with God: "In the time of the judges, everybody did 
that which was right in their own eyes."  There was a vacuum of leadership within 
the religious community, and it seemed that God had withdrawn. 
 
Last week we looked at the life of Elkenah and Hannah, Samuel's parents.  First 
Samuel begins with an account of Hannah, one of the wives of Elkenah that was 
tormented because of her failure to procreate.  While much beloved, Hannah was 



unable to conceive children, a fact that caused her great anguish.  She was 
continually tormented by Elkenah's other, more fertile wife, Peninnah.  
 
Hannah had gone to the temple at Shiloh to pray for God’s help.  We will remember 
that Hannah had been praying for a very long time for the Lord.  Miraculously, the 
Lord answered her prayers and she had become pregnant and had given birth to 
Samuel.  With much rejoicing, Hannah dedicated Samuel and his life to the Lord.  
 
Another important part of 1 Samuel is a description of the priest Eli's poor 
parenting.  Eli had two wicked sons, Hophni and Phinehas (1:11-17), who “despised 
the offering of Yahweh” (2:17).  Eli failed to take proper corrective action with his 
sons (1:22-25).  Their lives contrast dramatically with that of young Samuel, who 
“grew on, and increased in favor both with Yahweh, and also with men” - words 
that Luke will later apply to Jesus (2:26; Luke 2:52). 
 
Then “a man of God” rebukes Eli for failing to correct his sons.  He says that God 
will cut off Eli and his family (2:27-36).  The "man of God" the text refers to is not 
called  a prophet, even though he is performing a prophetic ministry.  In this book, 
Samuel is the prophet. 
 
In this story, God raises up Samuel to replace weak Eli and his corrupt sons - and 
makes abundant the word of the Lord, which has been rare during Eli’s tenure (3:1).  
 
Today's passage from 1 Samuel chapter 3, picks up as Samuel is coming of age.  He 
is probably about 12 years old.  Some commentaries I read in preparing for today's 
sermon say Samuel may have been older, perhaps even what would be college 
aged.  After Hannah his mother, had dedicated her son Samuel to the Lord and after 
she had weaned him, Samuel had gone to live at the tabernacle (sometimes called 
"the temple" or sanctuary) at Shiloh under Eli's care and tutelage.   
 
Today's scripture describes how one evening Samuel is awakened while he was 
sleeping in the temple.  Samuel is awakened by his name being called.  Samuel runs 
to Eli, thinking it was Eli who had been calling him, trying to get his attention.  Eli 
informs him that he didn't call him and sends him back to bed.  It happens again 
with the same result.  Then the writer tells us: 
"7Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD: The word of the LORD had not yet been 
revealed to him. 



8 The LORD called Samuel a third time, and Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, 
'Here I am; you called me.'  Then Eli realized that the LORD was calling the boy.  9So 
Eli told Samuel, 'Go and lie down, and if he calls you, say, "Speak, LORD, for your 
servant is listening."' 
So, Samuel went and lay down in his place.  10The LORD came and stood there, 
calling as at the other times, 'Samuel! Samuel!' 
Then Samuel said, 'Speak, for your servant is listening.'"  
 
Take aways from this passage:  
1. It's possible to worship the Lord but not to know him intimately.  Verse 10 tells 
us that while Samuel did not yet know the Lord, was when he heard the Lord call 
his name.  We see that Samuel was serving in his priestly duties all without 
intimately knowing God! 
 
2. The Lord may have been speaking, but we do not always recognize that it is the 
Lord.  It is entirely possible that unless you are experiencing God.  Too often there 
are so many other voices and distractions in our lives that we may not recognize 
God's voice the first time we hear it.  It wouldn't surprise me if you who are hearing 
this have heard God speaking to you, but you may not have recognized God's voice. 
Perhaps you may have thought it was your conscience or your own thoughts. 
Quieting the outside influences and distractions is vital if we want to hear what he 
is saying. It is quite possible to hear without listening.  The Lord's voice may appear 
as that small, still voice within our heart and mind. 
 
3. You may have a friend or mentor that helps in discerning the Lord's leading or 
how we can learn to recognize and respond to God's voice.  I don't know about you, 
but I wouldn't have wanted to be the one to deliver to my mentor the words the 
Lord had for Eli.  
 
4. Eli realized what was happening and instructed Samuel on what to say if he heard 
the voice again.  Eli was able to confirm that it was indeed God's voice that Samuel 
had heard - "It is the LORD" (1 Samuel 3:18) - though Samuel is already well aware 
that God has spoken to him.  The Lord may use certain people in each of our lives 
to help us in our journey.  Or in fact, God may be using you to help deliver the 
message. 
 



5. The attitude that we come to the Lord with is very important.  We need to 
recognize that an encounter with the Lord Almighty requires that we come before 
God as humble and obedient servants.  Developing a relationship with God comes 
before seeking to hear God's voice, because a relationship is based on trust. 
Developing a true friendship with trusting God is necessary or we won't follow 
through with the hard things God will be asking us to do.  
 
The way in which God reveals himself to his people changed with the coming of 
Jesus Christ.  Our New Testament lesson from Hebrews 1 explains this: In the past, 
God spoke through the prophets but now he speaks through the Son. 
 
I do believe God uses various ways to deliver his messages.  He may use angels, 
prophets, dreams, scripture, as well as direct communication.  I also believe that 
he can deliver an audible message when he wants.  When I was struggling to select 
a name for my daughter, I prayed to the Lord, and I thought I heard an answer.  But 
I wasn't sure if I had heard "Annalise" or "Annalisa."  When I prayed for clarification, 
I did not hear an answer. 
 
As we talked about last week, when we pray, our prayers may be answered in one 
of three ways: yes, no, and later.  Sometimes the answers to our prayers are not 
what we were expecting.  
 
The Lord can use scriptures and the Holy Spirit directing and communicating within 
our minds.  I believe that the Lord can inspire us and deliver messages.  This is 
something that has become abundantly clear to me when it comes to delivering 
God's word, as in preaching and teaching.  I described a couple weeks back about 
how a sermon comes together, and I likened it to sausage making.  Sometimes 
there are human skills and gifts, but I am also convinced that it's also about having 
the right attitude and making oneself available to the Lord to use.  This has become 
very obvious to me over the past few months, particularly with the increased 
amount of time that the Lord has been using me in the pulpit, whether it is here at 
Calvary or at Highpoint.  
 
Certainly, I took courses on homiletics, and I have put the effort into reading the 
texts, both in their original language but also in various translations.  I have tried to 
use the skills I learned in seminary, but I also have sought to be open to the Holy 
Spirit's leading.  



Answering God's call on your life may be straightforward and the path you follow 
maybe a straight line.  But this is not always so; sometimes it is bumpy and windy.  
 
Years ago, there was a popular, contemporary Christian song called the "Here I am." 
The song was written in 1979 by a Jesuit theology student in a matter of two days. 
Interestingly, that song is now incredibly popular throughout the world.  In the UK 
it is the 10th most popular hymn.  I read on various websites about how frequently 
this song is sung at Catholic masses and I even read a series of debates about 
whether it was deemed appropriate for a funeral mass. 
 
 I still remember hearing this song, "Here I am" for the first time.  As a young 
woman, I was recently graduated from veterinary school, and I had just moved to 
Auburn.  I was worshipping at White River Presbyterian church when I heard it for 
the first time and the lyrics for the song were part of what stirred in my heart a 
willingness to make myself available wholeheartedly to serve the Lord.  
 
While I never was clearly off the path of following the Lord, being in the center of 
his will is certainly more fulfilling and answering his call on my life has resulted in 
me growing and deepening my friendship with the Lord.  
 
Whether you are at the beginning of the journey through life like Samuel was in 
this story or nearer to the end, I would encourage each of you to make an effort to 
listen for the Lord's voice.  I want to be receptive to the Lord's call.  I want to hear 
more clearly what the Lord has for me. I want to be like Samuel in verse19: “Samuel 
grew, and Yahweh was with him, and let none of his words fall to the ground”.   
 
I want God's presence in my life, like it was in Samuel's.  I want the Lord to be able 
to use me to speak words that build up and that help direct others towards Jesus.  
I want what Samuel had: Samuel has been faithful to God, so God blessed his words 
and his works. 
 
God will speak, and guide, when His people seek Him, and when His ministers seek 
to serve Him diligently.  I hope and pray that each one of you can develop a willing 
heart.  So that you are able to respond to God’s Word and his call in a beautiful 
way.  It isn’t that God does not know where we are, but it tells God and it reminds 
us we are simply before Him as servants, asking what He wants us to do.  May you 
answer the Lord's call like Samuel did, saying to the Lord: “Here I am” when he calls. 


